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The  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  Sec.  24  (2)  c,  and  the  Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 


REPORTS 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE 

Urban  and  Rural  Sanitary  Districts, 

WITHIN  THE  COUNTY  OF  DORSET, 

For  the  YEAR  ended  31st  DECEMBER ,  1908. 


HENRY  LING,  COUNTY  &  BOROUQH  P8iNT£RB  DORCHEST&R. 


Extracts  from  General  Order  of  Local  Governmint  Board,  1891, 

AS  TO 

Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 


Part  I. 

Art.  18,  par  (14).  He  shall  also  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Sanitary  Authority,  up  to  the  end  of  December 
in  each  year,  comprising  a  summary  of  the  action  taken,  or  which  he  has  advised  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  take 
during  the  year  for  preventing  the  spread  of  disease,  and  an  nccount  of  the  Sanitary  state  of  his  District  generally  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  The  report  shall  also  contain  an  account  of  the  inquiries  which  he  has  made  as  to  conditions 
injurious  to  health  existing  in  the  District,  and  of  the  proceedings  in  which  he  has  taken  part  or  advised  under  any 
Statute  so  far  as  such  proceedings  relate  to  those  conditions  ;  and  also  an  account  of  the  supervision  exercised  by 
him,  or  on  his  advice,  for  sanitary  purposes  over  places  and  houses  that  the  Sanitary  Authority  have  power  to 
regulate,  with  the  nature  and  results  of  any  proceedings  which  may  have  been  so  required  and  taken  in  respect  of  the 
same  during  the  year.  The  report  shall  also  record  the  action  taken  by  him,  or  on  his  advice,  during  the  year  in 
regard  to  offensive  trades,  to  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milk  shops,  and  to  factories  and  workshops.  The  report  shall 
also  contain  tabular  statements  (on  Forms  to  be  supplied  by  Us,  or  to  the  like  effect)  of  the  sickness  and  mortality 
within  the  district,  classified  according  to  diseases,  ages,  and  localities. 

Provided  that,  if  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall  cease  to  hold  office  before  the  31st  day  of  December  in  any 
year,  he  shall  make  the  like  report  for  so  much  of  the  year,  as  shall  have  expired  when  he  ceases  to  hold  office. 

Art.  18,  par  (16).  At  the  same  time  that  he  gives  information  to  us  of  an  outbreak  of  infectious  disease,  or 
transmits  to  us  a  copy  of  his  annual  report  or  of  any  special  report,  he  shall  give  the  like  information  or  transmit 
a  copy  of  such  report  to  the  County  Council  of  the  County  within  which  his  district  may  be  situated. 


Part  2. 


In  regard  to  every  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  no  part  of  whose  salary  is  intended  to  be  payable  to  an  Urban 
Sanitary  Authority  b}r  a  County  Council,  or  by  the  Town  Council  of  a  Borough  in  pursuance  of  the  Local  Government 
Act,  1888,  We  do  hereby  Order  : — 

Art.  20.  The  following  shall  be  the  duties  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the  District  for  which 
he  is  appointed  : — 

(1)  He  shall  within  seven  days  after  his  appointment  report  the  same  in  writing  to  Us. 

(2)  He  shall  perform  all  the  duties  prescribed  by  Article  18  of  this  Order  for  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  respect  of  whose  salary  a  payment  is  intended  to  be  made  by  a  County  Council  as  aforesaid. 


URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICTS 


Blandford— Mr.  G  Daniel! 

The  Area  of  the  District  is  145  acres. 

The  Population  (census  1901)  is  3649,  and,  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1908,  it  is  3622. 

Births.— There  were  83  births.  The  birth-rate  is  22-7. 

Deaths. — There  were  51  deaths.  The  death-rate  is  13-9. 

The  rate  of  Infant  Mortality  is  4S'l. 

The  Zymotic  Mortality  is  nil. 

The  average  Age  at  Death  is  55-7. 

Thirteen  deaths  occurred  in  the  Workhouse  and  three  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  who  where  “  non-residents  ”  of  theJBorough.  Bya  deduct¬ 
ing  these  (16)  from  the  number  of  deaths  recorded  (51),  the  corrected  death-rate  is  9'5.  The  average  number  of  persons  per  ,  house]  is  4'3. 
Only  5  “  residents  ”  of  the  Town  died  in  the  Workhouse. 

Therefwas  one  illegitimate  birth. 

The  ages  at  which  deaths  ocourred  are — 


Under  1  year  of  age  ..  ..  ..  4 

Aged  1  year  and  under  5  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

,,  5  ,,  Id  ..  , ,  . .  ,,  2 

,,15  ,,  25  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

,,25  ,,  65  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

„  65  and  upwards  , ,  . ,  . .  . ,  23 

The  Mortality  from  every  cause  was  as  follows  : — 

From  Influenza  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

,,  Phthisis  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..2 

„  Cancer  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

,,  Bronchitis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

,,  Pneumonia  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

,,  Pleurisy  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

,,  Premature  Birth  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

„  Heart  Diseases  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

,,  Accidents  . ,  . .  . .  . .  • .  2 

,,  Suicide  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

„  All  other  Causes  . .  . .  . .  . .  23 


The  rate  of  Infantile  Mortality  is  more  satisfactory  with  reference  to  infants  who  died  under  one  year  of  age.  Although  only  4  infants 
succumbed,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  improper  feeding  was  a  factor  in  the  deaths  of  the  majority,  one  at  auy  rate  was  certified  as  having 
died  from  that  cause. 

One  infant  died  less  than  1  week  of  age. 

,,  aged  between  2  and  3  weeks. 

„  ,,  1  ,,  2  months. 

»»  i»  3  ,,  4  ,, 

Of  these  infants — 

1  died  of  Convulsions. 

1  ,,  from  Premature  Birth. 

1  „  „  Atrophy. 

1  ,,  ,,  Improper  feeding. 

Possibly  3  of  the  4  deaths  might  have  been  prevented, 

I  received  5  notifications  of  Infectious  diseases  during  the  year — 

3  Diphtheria. 

2  Erysipelas. 

Insanitary  defects  which  caused  the  cases  of  diphtheria  were  at  once  remedied,  and  two  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The 
Salubrity  of  the  Town,  as  is  shewn  by  the  foregoing  Statistics  is  highly  satisfactory — (1 )  If  all  the  privy  vaults  were  abolished— (2)  the 
ancient  water  closets  were  furnished  with  modern  and  up  to  date  appliances — (3)  and  the  Town  water  was  supplied  to  every  dwelling,  the 
preventable  infectious  diseases  would  have  little  opportunity  of  developing.  The  faw  which  did  exist  last  year  were  undoubtedly  caused 
by  the  first  mentioned  insanitary  defect. 
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M.O.H.  Reports,  1908,  Blandford  (Urban) — continued. 

The  Town  water  continues  to  give  the  greatest  satisfaction,  and  as  I  have  stated  on  many  occasions  previously,  no  inhabitant  of  the 
Eorough  should  be  compelled  to  make  use  of  that  derived  from  wells,  the  water  from  which  has  almost  invariably  been  proved  by  analysis 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 

There  are  832  inhabited  houses  in  the  Borough,  and  in  the  special  report  I  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  in  September  of  las 
year,  I  stated  that  there  were — 

701  houses  supplied  with  water. 

63  Pumps  in  use. 

15  Wells 

158  Privies  with  Vaults. 

It  is  obvious  that  from  the  three  last  mentioned  insanitary  conditions,  illness  must  inevitably  result.  I  also  mentioned  in  the  said  report 
that  562  houses  used  Sanitary  Pails.  The  Milkshops  and  Bakeries  are  all  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  kindly  built  by  Lord  Portman  for  the  joint  uga  of  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  continues  of  the.greatest  value 
in  the  prevention  of  the  spreading  of  Infectious  diseases,  and  is  largely  used  by  the  neighbouring  districts  who  are  unprovided  with  such 
necessary  and  useful  institutions,  ten  such  cases  having  been  admitted  in  this  manner,  in  addition  to  our  own  during  the  year. 

In  the  Borough  there  are — 

7  Milkshops. 

2  Cowsheds. 

16  Factories. 

67  Workshops. 

3  Slaughterhouses. 

9  Bakehouses. 

These  have  been  visited  by  Mr.  Barnes,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  on  266  occasions  last  year. 

There  is  one  Common  Lodging  House  which  is  carried  on  in  as  decent  manner  as  I  think  is  possible. 


Bridport— Mr.  Walter  E  Manby. 


The  Area  of  the  District  is  668  acres. 


The  Population  was  5960. 

Births.—  The  number  registered  was  96  as  against  97  in  the  previous  year.  Of  those  48  were  males  and  48  females. 

The  Birth-rate  works  out  at  16  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  highest  rate  attained  in  the  last  decade  being  21. 

Deaths. — The  number  registered  was  92  compared  with  98  in  1907.  If  wo  deduct  the  number  of  deaths  of  non-residents  who  died  in 
Public  Institutions  within  the  District,  we  have  the  nett  number  83,  representing  the  mortality  of  actual  residents. 


The  Death-rate  was  15-4  per  1000  persons,  the  lowest  in  the  last  ten  years  being  14.  An  analysis  of  the  returns  yields  the  following  salient 
facts  : — Nine  deaths  resulted  from  cancer  and  malignant  disease — a  figure  which  constitutes  10  per  cent,  of  the  year’s  mortality.  Tubercular 
disease  was  responsible  for  13  deaths  and  of  these  nine  were  the  victims  of  Phthisis.  To  Cardiac  (Heart)  diseases,  eleven  were  attributed. 
Old  age  figures  prominently,  quite  30  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  being  a  direct  result  of  that  faction.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  the  complete 
absence  as  a  cause  of  death — of  epidemic  disease  in  childhood.  There  was  no  prevalence  of  Summer  Diarrhoea  during  the  hot  season. 
Cases  of  Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  last  two  months  but  without  any  fatal  results. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  that  is  the  number  of  deaths  iu  the  first  year  of  life  amounted  to  11.  These  resulted  mainly  from  congenital 
defects  and  convulsions  occurring  iu  the  course  of  Bronchitis  and  other  disorders. 


The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  per  1C00  births  registered  was  111  as  compared  with  82  last  year. 

The  causes  of  death  and  the  age  at  which  they  occurred  are  more  fully  set  forth  in  Table  IV.  The  incidence  in  relation  to  definite 
periods  of  life  I  give  you  here. 


I  and  under  5  years,  4  as  compared  with  3 


5  „  75  „  3 

15  ,,  25  ,,  4 

25  ,,  65  ,,  26 

65  and  upwards  ,,  44 


7 

„  37 
„  II 


in  1907. 

»» 

>» 


In  regard  to  the  matter  of  Infantile  Mortality,  leaflets  embodying  simple  instructions  and  hints  to  mothers  in  the  rearing  of  their 
infants,  have  been  printed  by  my  direction.  Their  distribution  has  been  postponed  pending  the  appointment  of  a  Maternity  Nurse  for  the 
Borough. 


It  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  possible  to  include  the  case  of  young  infants  amongst  her  duties  aud  that  she  will  be  able  to  assist  us 
materially  in  helping  mothers  to  bring  up  young  and  delicate  infants. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act. — There  were  notified  during  the  year,  11  cases  of  Diphtheria,  one  of  Scarlet  Fever,  one  of  Typhoid, 
and  two  of  Erysipelas. 
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There  has  been  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  in  a  neighbouring  District  and  it  is  probable  that  infection  was  conveyed  to  the  Borough  from 
that  source.  I  have  no  sufficient  grounds  for  supposing  that  it  was  directly  due  to  defective  sanitation  on  our  part.  The  cases  arose  in 
different  quarters  of  the  Town  and  their  incidence  had  no  marked  reference  to  the  c:rc;.iiiot:t:.oes  of  the  inhabitants.  All  the  cases  were 
properly  isolated  and  eight  of  them  received  treatment  at  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Infected  premises  were  inspected  and  any  sanitary 
defects  remedied.  It  was  found  that  all  the  premises  were  connected  up  with  the  sewers  and  supplied  with  the  Company’s  water  with  the 
exception  of  two,  these  drew  water  from  wells.  It  was  found  on  Analysis  that  the  water  from  one  of  the  latter  was  not  fit  for  drinking 
purposes  its  use  therefore  has  been  discontinued.  Thorough  disinfection  of  the  said  premises  was  carried  out  in  each  instance.  There  is 
no  manner  of  doubt  that  a  more  general  outbreak  was  averted  by  prompt  Isolation  and  removal  of  cases. 

The  Water  Supply. — Samples  of  the  Company’s  water  have  been  sent  for  Anaylsis  each  quarter.  The  report  in  every  instance  was 
satisfactory.  I  have  received  no  complaints  during  the  year  in  this  respect. 

Scavingivy  and  Flushing  of  the  District  has  been  duly  carried  out.  In  the  latter  months  when  Diphtheria  became  prevalent  special 
flushing  and  disinfection  of  sewers  and  road  gullies  was  effected. 

The  Slaughter-houses,  Bake-houses,  Dairies,  and  Cowsheds  have  been  severally  inspected,  I  found  them  to  be  in  good  sanitary  condition 
and  generally  "well  conducted,  where  there  was  room  for  improvement  I  gave  directions  accordingly. 

Pollution  of  the  Fiver  Brit. — The  solution  of  this  question  has  not  been  finally  arrived  at,  samples  of  water  taken  from  different  points 
of  the  stream  have  been  analysed  by  the  Clinical  Research  Association  with  negative  results,  we  next  took  samples  from  suspected 
eifluvients  of  works  situated  on  the  Banks. 

This  led  to  our  obtaining  information  of  more  value  and  on  the  strength  of  that  a  suggestion  has  been  made  to  the  owners  of  certain 
works  that  the  effluvient  should  be  diverted  into  the  sewer.  It  is  hoped  that  the  destruction  of  fish  may  be  largely  diminished  thereby. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — Under  this  heading  I  have  nothing  special  to  report.  In  one  or  two  instances  I  have  had  occasion  to 
call  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  attention  to  premises,  and  all  necessary  improvements  have  been  effected. 

The  Port  of  Bridport.—  Twenty-three  vessels  from  foreign  ports  and  Seventy-three  coastwise  have  entered  the  port  during  the  year. 
Inspections  were  made  of  all  vessels  from  abroad,  there  was  no  sickness  in  any  case.  The  Sanitary  Surveyor  also  inspected  the  coastwise 
vessels  during  the  latter  months  of  the  year  in  accordance  with  the  recent  instructions  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 


Dorchester  -Dr.  E  J.  Day 

jrea, _ The  area  of  this  Urban  Sanitary  District  is  1653  acres,  which  includes  1092  acres  added  when  this  Borough  was  extended  in  1900. 

The  Population. — The  population  at  the  last  census  (1901)  was  9458,  which  is  now  estimated  to  be  at  least  10500,  many  new  houses 
having  been  built  (this  includes  667  formerly  in  Fordington  Parish),  at  that  time  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  was  1830,  and  the  average 
number  of  persons  per  house  was  5. 

Births. _ The  total  number  of  births  was  211  (105  males)  against  228  in  1907,  229  in  1906,  228  in  1905,  245  in  1904,  228  in  1903,  222  in 

1902,  249  in  1901,  and  195  in  1900,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  20  per  1000  (against  2P7  in  1907).  The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1908 
was  26'5  per  1000  of  the  population  (which  is -2  per  1000  above  the  rate  in  1907  ;  compared  with  the  average  in  the  ten  years  1898—1907, 
the  birth-rate  in  1908  showed  a  decrease  of  1-6  per  1000). 

Deaths.— The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  142,  from  these  19  must  be  deducted,  as  they  belong  to  other  districts,  and  to  this 
number  must  be  added  the  two  who  though  belonging  to  this  district  died  outside  of  it,  making  the  nett  number  of  deaths  125-  males  68, 
females  57,  (against  148  in  1907).  This  gives  a  death-rate  of  only  1 1-9  which  is  very  satisfactory  especially  when  compared  with  the 
death-rate  of  England  and  Wales  which  was  14-7  per  1000  (this  was  -3  per  1000  below  the  race  in  1907,  and  lower  than  the  rate  in  any  other 
year  on  record,  compared  with  the  average  rate  in  ten  years,  1898-1907,  the  death-rate  in  1908  showed  a  decrease  of  17  per  1000). 

The  following  is  the  death-rate  since  my  appointment 

1880,  18-9  1881, 

1884,  15-9  1885, 

1888,  13-8  1889, 

1892,  19-5  1893, 

1896,  15-7  1897, 

1900,  10-9  1901, 

1904,  11-2  1905, 

1908,  11-9 

From  these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  average  of  the  first  three  years  was  no  less  than  17' 5  per  1C00,  and  16-7  per  1000  for  the  first 
ten  years,  whilst  the  average  for  the  last  three  years  was  13*9  per  1000,  and  for  the  last  ten  years  12-3  per  1000  against  only  1P9  per  1000  for 
the  past  year. 

Average  age  at  death. — The  average  age  at  death  was  45  against  43  in  1907,  56  in  1906,  42  in  1905,  39  in  1904,  45  in  1903,  44  in  1902 
35  in  1901,  43  in  1900,  37  in  1899,  44  in  1898,  38  in  1897  and  34  in  1896. 


15-7 

1882, 

181 

1883, 

15-9 

16 

1886, 

21-7 

1887, 

17 

14-6 

1890, 

16-3 

1891, 

16-1 

15-5 

1894, 

12-8 

1895, 

13-6 

11-4 

1898, 

14-6 

4  899, 

13-8 

15 

1902, 

12-7 

4  903, 

9'4 

11-5 

1906, 

12-8 

1907, 
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Zymotic  death-rate. — The  Zymotic  death-rate  was  1‘5‘2  per  1000,  against  ‘01  for  1907,  a  trifle  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales, 
which  was  1-29  (and  1-26  for  the  142  small  towns).  This  rather  high  rate  was  chiefly  due  to  the  deaths  of  10  children  from  the  complications 
of  whooping  cough,  no  less  than  6  of  these  being  under  one  year  of  age. 

Child  mortality.— The  rate  of  child  mortality  measured  by  the  number  of  deaths  of  children  over  one  year  of  age  and  under  five  years, 
per  1000  births,  is  just  over  33  against  30  in  1907,  17  in  1906  and  77  in  1905. 

Infant  mortality  .—The  rate  of  infant  mortality  measured  by  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  per  1000  births  was 
90,  against  100  in  1907,  that  for  England  and  Wales  being  121  (which  is  3  per  1000  above  the  rate  in  1907),  amongst  European  cities  this  rate 
varies  very  considerably,  for  instance  it  is  only  82  in  Stockholm,  whilst  in  Munich  it  is  202.  lhe  causes  of  the  19  deaths  under  one  year  of 
age  were  as  follows  : — whooping  cough  6,  premature  birth  4,  debility  3,  tuberculosis,  bronchitis,  gastritis,  stricture  of  intestine,  convulsions 
and  injury  1  each,  no  death  was  due  to  small  pox,  measles,  croup,  cholera,  plague,  diarrhoea,  puerperal  fever,  nor  erysipelas  The  chief 
causes  of  the  deaths  were  : — heart  disease  22  (16  in  1907),  phthisis  14  (9  in  1907),  whooping  cough  10  (none  in  1907),  cancer  7  (16  ln  1907). 
Thirteen  died  between  70  and  80  years  of  age  (27  in  1907),  eleven  between  80  and  90  (16  in  1907),  and  one  was  within  two  months  of  100 
years  of  age. 


The  following  table  shows  how  this  Borough  compares  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole,  and  with  the  142  small  towns. 
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129 

•22 

•08 

•15 

•27 

•07 

•5 

121 

142  small  towns,  08  26 

14-7 

1-26 

.  , 

•2 

•06 

•15 

•25 

•08 

•52 

124 

Dorchester  07  . .  21*7 

14 

•01 

.  , 

#  . 

•  t 

•  # 

•  • 

.. 

•01 

100 

„  08  ..  20 

11*9 

1  52 

• 

•  • 

•28 

•19 

•47 

•09 

•  • 

90 

Infectious  Disease. — 121 

cases  were 

notified  (against  51 

in  1907 

and  63  in 

1906,  comprising — Scarlet  fever 

102  (46  of 

these  were 

treated  in  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital),  against  43  in  1907  ;  Diphtheria  10,  against  3  in  1907  ;  Erysipelas  6,  against  3  in  1907,  ana 
Enteric  fever  3  none  in  1907. 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  following  cases  have  been  admitted  since  this  Institution  was  built  in  1896 : — 

Scarlet 

Diphtheria.  Typhoid.  Erysipelas.  Fever.  Totals. 


1896 

1 

— 

— 

20 

21 

1897 

1 

— 

— 

28 

29 

1898 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

1899 

— 

— 

— 

9 

9 

1900 

1 

— 

1 

5 

7 

1901 

— 

— 

— 

46 

46 

1902 

— 

1 

1 

20 

22 

1903 

4 

— 

— 

5 

9 

1904 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1905 

— 

— 

14 

14 

1906 

1 

— 

— 

40 

41 

1907 

— 

— 

— 

28 

28 

1908 

— 

— 

— 

46 

46 

The  nursing  has  been  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner  by  the  Nurse  Matron,  Mrs.  Davies,  with  additional  help  as  required.  The 
hospital  grounds  have  been  much  improved  since  the  new  caretakers  came  into  residence. 

The  hospital  was  opened  13  years  ago,  since  then  there  have  been  4  deaths  from  Scarlet  fever  (2  having  died  during  the  past  year)  and 
2  from  Diphtheria,  three,  however,  were  under  two  years  of  age.  Total  number  treated  278. 

In  my  report  for  the  year  1901,  “  A  Nottingham  or  other  small  disinfector”  was  recommended,  as  it  was,  and  still  is,  quite  impossible  to 
efficiently  disinfect  bedding,  clothes,  Ac.,  therefore  I  am  anxiously  waiting  the  decision  of  the  Sub-Committee  who  inspected  the  Steam 
Disinfectois  ui  Weymouth,  Portland  and  Blandford,  for  assuming  we  had  a  Steam  Disinfector  at  the  Hospital,  a  great  deal  of  the  bedding  &c., 
from  infected  houses  would  be  brought  to  the  Hospital  for  disinfection,  and  many  ratepayers  would  be  only  too  pleased  to  pay  for  their 
goods  being  disinfected  thoroughly —  thus  the  spreading  of  infectious  disease  would  be  to  great  extent  lessened.  Two  other  matters  also 
recommended  in  my  former  reports  have  been  discussed,  but  nothing  definite  has  been  settled,  namely  the  question  of  a  “  refuse  destructor,” 
and  “  water  softening.” 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  is  from  a  well  210  ft.  deep,  the  last  90  ft.  being  a  boring  through  chalk.  The  land  around  it  having 
been  purchased  by  the  Corporation,  it  can  never  be  built  on,  consequently  it  is  protected  from  all  sources  of  contamination. 

Earth  Closets. — There  are  few  earth  closets  only  in  the  town  and  they  are  kept  as  they  should  be— this  system  is  in  vogue  at  the 
Borough  Isolation  Hospital,  an  Ives’  patent  disinfecting  tank  dealing  with  the  bath  water,  Ac.,  from  the  Hospital  wards. 

Phthisis. — Consumption  caused  no  less  than  14  deaths —a  death-rate  equal  to  1-3  per  1000.  The  Regulations  regarding  Tuberculosis 
only  came  into  force  quite  recently,  the  chief  points  to  be  borne  in  mind  are  the  following — 

The  Order  affects  only  poor-law  patients  either  in  workhousea  or  at  their  homes.  (In  some  few  towns,  Southport,  &c.,  all  cases  of 
Phthisis  are  notifiable  under  local  acts  of  Parliament,  in  other  towns  voluntary  notification  has  been  adopted).  It  is  now  and  has  been  for 
some  years  well  known  that  this  disease  is  of  an  infectious  nature,  due  to  tubercle  bacillus  ;  insanitary  houses  and  defective  nutrition  greatly 
favour  its  growth.  The  bovine  bacillus  is  chiefly  confined  to  milk,  which  does  no  harm  if  the  milk  is  boiled  as  is  the  usual  custom  on  the 
continent.  It  is  comforting  to  know  that  long  exposure  to  infection  is  needed  before  one  becomes  consumptive,  and  that  a  patient  suffering  from 
this  disease  only  discharges  (in  his  expectoration)  the  bacilli  now  and  again  ;  notwithstanding  this,  one  cannot  be  too  particular  as  to  cleanliness, 
disinfection  of  the  patient’s  sputum,  taking  care  that  it  does  not  become  dry,  &c.,  (spittoons  with  some  liquid  disinfectant  or  even  water 
should  always  be  used,  and  the  contents  burnt  as  soon  as  convenient.  Under  this  new  order  power  is  given  to  enable  the  Sanitary  Authority 
to  have  the  premises  cleansed  and  disinfected  before  they  are  occupied  by  new  tenants. 
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Only  one  case  of  Phthisis  has  been  notified  under  the  new  order,  this  patient  has  been  visited  and  instructions  given  how  to  prevent 
further  spreading.  Voluntary  notification  of  tuberculosis  came  into  force  in  1905,  but  being  only  partially  adopted  is  not  of  much  service. 
To  show  to  what  extent  it  attacks  children,  it  may  be  mentioned  that— 

6000  die  annually  of  Tuberculosis  of  brain 

5000  ,,  ,,  intestines. 

4000  „  „  (general). 

1500  „  „  bones. 

The  above  figures  although  only  approximate  show  how  necessary  it  is  to  endeavour  to  get  a  milk  supply  for  children  free  from  bovine 
tubercle  bacilli,  for  it  has  been  shown  that  Professor  Koeli  was  not  correct  when  he  asserted  at  the  British  Congress  on  Tuberculosis,  at  which 
I  was  a  delegate,  that  this  bovine  bacillus  could  not  affect  the  human  subject — “  We  have  found  ”  say  the  Royal  Commissioners  on  Tuber¬ 
culosis  in  their  third  interim  report,  “  that  even  iu  the  case  of  cows  with  slight  tuberculous  lesions,  tubercle  bacilli  in  small  numbers  are 
discharged  in  the  fasces,  while,  as  regards  cows  clinically  tuberculous,  our  experiments  show  that  the  faeces  contain  large  numbers  of  living 
and  virulent  tubercle  bacilli.  The  presence  of  tuberculous  cows  in  the  cowshed,  is.  therefore,  distinctly  dangerous,  as  some  of  the  tubercle 
bicilli  which  escape  from  their  bodies  in  the  excrement  are  almost  certain  to  find  their  way  into  the  milk.”  It  is  therefore  to  be  hoped  that 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  such  tuberculous  cows  will  be  slaughtered  and  compensation  given  from  the  public  funds. 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 

Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Inspections.  Written  Notices. 

Workshops  ..  ..  94  14 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Defects  Found. 

Found.  Remedied. 

Want  of  cleanliness  14  . .  14 

Home  Work. 

Inspection  of 

Lists.  Workmen.  Outworkers’ 

Premises. 

Wearing  Apparel,  making,  &c.  5  21  21 


Other  Matters. 

Number. 

Underground  Bakehouses — 

In  use  at  the  end  of  year  . .  . .  3 

Woikshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year —  124. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  “  outworkers  ”  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  kept  by  Mr.  Bradshaw,  the  Sanitary  Inspector: — 


Number  of 

Trades.  Number.  Rooms 

Registered. 

Blacksmith  . .  8  9 

Bootmaker  . .  5  5 

Bottler  . .  1  1 

Cabinet  Maker  7  10 

Couch  Builder  3  3 

Cooper  . .  2  2 

Cycle  Maker  1  3 

Dressmaker..  15  18 

Engineer  . .  4  7 

Jeweller  . .  2  2 

Laundress  . .  3  7 

Milliner  . .  5  5 


Niimber  of 

Trades.  Number.  Rooms 
Registered. 

Painter  . .  2  3 

Picture  Framer  1  1 

Plumber  . .  1  1 

Saddler  . .  4  5 

Tailoi  . .  10  12 

Tent  Maker  . .  1  1 

TinplateWorker  1  1 

Upholsterer..  3  4 

79  100 


Ice  Cream  Vendor. — There  is  only  one  ice  cream  vendor,  concerning  whom  no  complaints  have  been  received. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes. — Many  old  dwellings  in  Mill  Street  and  neighbourhood  have  been  pulled  down  and  convenient  houses 
built  in  other  parts  of  the  town  at  a  rental  suitable  to  the  working  classes 

Sewage. — The  treatment  of  the  Sewage  is  by  bacterial  beds,  followed  by  laud  treatment,  which  were  until  lately  under  the  supervision 
of  Mr.  D.  Cameron,  the  inventor  of  the  Sceptic  tank.  The  works  have  now  been  taken  over  by  the  Council,  and  placed  uuder  the  control 
of  the  Borough  Engineer,  Mr.  P.  T.  Harrison,  a  m.i.c.e. 


Midioives. — There  are  now  only  four  midwives  practising  in  the  Borough,  one  of  these  practically  does  all  the  work.  After  April  1st, 
1910,  “•  No  woman  shall  habitually  aud  for  gain  attend  women  in  childbirth  otherwise  than  under  the  direction  of  a  qualified  Medical 
Practitioner,  unless  she  be  certified  under  this  Act.  Any  woman  so  acting  without  being  qualified  under  this  Act,  shall  be  liable  on  summary 
conviction  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  £10.  Any  unqualified  person  however  who  renders  assistance  in  a  case  of  emergency  would  not  be  liable 
to  a  fine 
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Cowshed «,  die. — The  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Milksbops  have  been  inspected  at  intervals,  and  improvements  made  where  necessary,  but  it 
is  an  irksome  task  to  make  those  in  attendance  understand  the  necessity  of  general  cleanliness  in  order  to  keep  the  milk  as  dean  as 
possible.  The  bakehouses  and  slaughterhouses  have  been  periodically  whitewashed.  With  few  exceptions,  I  have  myself  inspected  the 
Cattle  Markets  twice  weekly,  to  see  if  there  were  any  animals  unfit  for  human  food. 

Food  and  Drugs.  All  samples  taken  in  the  Borough  were  found  not  to  be  adulterated. 

Diseased  nleat  — My  attention  having  been  called  to  some  meat  thought  to  be  bad,  I  tested  it  and  found  it  was  not  fit  for  human  food, 
but  as  it  was  not  exposed  for  sale,  nor  deposited  in  a  place  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  nor  for  preparation  for  sale  I  had  no  power  to  seize  it,  but 
it  was  watched  and  traced  into  the  country  ;  the  district  officers  were  then  informed,  the  result  being  the  delinquents  were  summoned 
and  fined. 

Anthrax,  die. — Although  there  have  been  several  cases  of  anthrax  amongst  cattle  in  the  adjoining  Union,  no  cases  have  occurred  within 
this  Urban  District,  I  have  however  assisted  your  Borough  Veterinary  Surgeon  (Mr.  F.  J.  Thornton,  M.R.C.V.S.)  in  examining  the  blood  of 
suspected  animals  from  outside  this  district  for  Anthrax  bacilli,  and  have  on  some  occasions  found  them,  the  carcases  being  immediately 
burnt  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Police. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  Glanders  nor  Hydrophobia. 

Bainfall. — The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  33'2  (the  average  for  this  Borough  is  34-2).  There  were  167  wet  days,  the  rain  gauge  is 
fixed  at  the  Waterworks,  an  8in.  11  Glaisher,”  the  top  of  which  is  14  inches  above  the  ground.  The  instrument  is  315  feet  above  sea  level, 
Lat.  50'43  N.,  Long.  2.27  W.  One  of  the  largest  rainfalls  in  England  occurred  in  our  neighbouring  town  Weymouth,  Oct.  21st  when  no  less 
than  4  inches  fell  in  five  hours.  An  “  inch  of  rain  ”  means  a  gallon  of  water  spread  over  a  surface  of  nearly  2  square  feet=100  tons  to  the 
acre. 

Sunshine.— The  total  sunshine  as  shown  by  tne  Campbell  Stokes  Recorder  was  1,823  hours.  For  the  above  Meteorological  details  1  am 
indebted  to  our  Borough  Engineer,  Mr.  P.  T.  Harrison. 

Schools.— Special  Medical  Inspectors  have  been  appointed  for  the  wholo  County. 

Matters  for  Congratulation. — First  class  Water  Supply  both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity. 

Average  age  at  death  raised  from  43  to  45  years. 

Rate  of  infant  mortality  reduced  from  100  to  90  per  1000  births. 

Death-rate  from  puerperal  fever  reduced  from  P9  per  1000  to  nil. 

Cancer  death-rate  reduced  from  '95  to  '66  per  1000. 

The  general  death-rate  reduced  from  14  to  11-9  per  1000,  this,  and  other  details  just  mentioned  prove  this  Borough  to  be  one  of  the 
healthiest  in  the  South  of  England. 


Lyme  Regis— Mr  James  Spurr. 


Area. — 1237  acres. 


Population.  —  (Census  1901)  2095.  Estimated  to  the  middle  of  1908,  2108. 

Births. — Registered  42 — 23  males  and  19  females.  Birth-rate  19'9  per  3000.  Birthrate  for  1907  was  19-5. 
Deaths. — Registered  29 — 12  males  and  17  females.  Death-rate,  13'7  per  1000.  Death-rate  for  1907  was  10'3. 

The  average  age  at  death  was  56' 4  years. 

The  ages  at  which  death  occurred  were — 

Under  1  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Between  1  and  5  years  ..  ..  ..  ..  0 

„  5  „  15  „  ..  ..  ..  0 

„  15  „  25  ,.  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

.,  25  ,,  65  ,,  . .  ••  . .  *•  6 

Over  65  years  . .  . .  . .  . .  18 

Of  those  over  65  years,  13  were  between  70  and  80,  and  four  were  over  80  years  of  age. 

The  various  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 

Heart  Disease  . .  6  Senile  decay  . .  4 

Bronchitis  . .  3  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  6 

Malignant  Diseases  3  Accident  . .  . .  1 

Other  causes  . .  6 

One  inquest  was  held  during  the  year. 


Zymotic  Mortality. — Nil. 

Infant  Mortality. — Four  children  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year,  giving  an  Infant  Mortality  of  95‘3  per  1000  births. 
The  Infant  Mortality  for  1907,  was  73-1  per  1000  births. 
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Prevalence  of  Disease — Notification. —  One  case  of  Diphtheria  and  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year.  I  was  not 
able  to  trace  the  source  of  the  infection  in  either  case,  although  two  defective  drain  traps  were  discovered  at  23,  Sherborne  Lane —  where 
the  Diphtheria  broke  out —which  were  promptly  repaired.  Both  cases  recovered  and  there  was  no  spread  of  infection  from  either  house. 

Water  Sujiply. — The  supply  has  been  constant  during  the  year  and  withstood  the  strain  of  the  increase  in  population  during  August 
and  September. 

I  venture  to  think,  however,  that  it  is  a  great  calamity  that  more  attention  is  not  paid  to  the  storage  of  rain  water.  II  has  unfortunately 
become  the  fashion  to  carry  the  rain  water  from  every  new  house  directly  into  the  drains,  whereas  if  galvanized  iron  tanks  or  other 
means  of  storage  were  adopted,  an  enormous  help  to  the  water  supply  of  a  town  would  be  the  result.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  such  a  deliberate 
waste  of  the  best  kind  of  water  we  possess. 

A  water  main  of  3  in.  iron  pipes  has  been  laid  for  the  greater  part  of  the  Woodmead  Roach 

Sewage  and  Drainage,  Excrement  Disposal. — The  section  of  the  old  barrel  sewer  from  Monmouth  St.  to  Poole’s  Court  has  been  repaired 
during  the  year  on  the  same  lines  as  the  lower  section.  I  have  received  no  complaints  since  its  completion. 

The  drains  at  the  back  of  Messrs.  Langford  &  Randall’s  premises,  20,  Broad  St.,  have  been  renewed. 

A  leakage  of  sewage  was  discoveied  accidentally  when  excavating  for  the  repair  of  a  hurst  water  pipe.  The  old  stono  drains  were  replaced 
by  new  ware  pipes  and  all  connections  made  good. 

Isolation  Hospital. — There  has  fortunately  been  no  occasion  to  use  the  two  rooms  at  the  Cobb. 

ltainf all  and  Sunshine. — The  Rousdon  report  is  Rainfall  for  the  year  30'004  ins.  which  is  2T3  ins.  below  the  average.  Sunshine  for 
the  year  1868  hours,  which  is  130  hours  above  the  average.”  I  registered  29'5  inches  of  rain  during  the  year. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — Seven  new  Cottages  have  been  built  during  the  year,  and  are  all  occupied  ;  five  of  these  aie  in  Geoige  s 
Court,  which,  with  the  open  space  kindly  presented  to  the  town  by  the  late  J.  T.  Woodroffe,  Esq.,  very  greatly  improve  t  is  oca  i  y. 
condemued  one  cottage  (16,  Millgreen  Court)  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  on  account  of  its  dirty  condition  ;  the  old  people,  ic  *ers,  w  o 
occupied  it,  were  removed  to  the  Union  and  the  Cottage  cleaned  and  disinfected.  Three  cases  of  overcrowding  at  Jencho,  3  ,  oom  e  ., 
and  3,  George’s  Court,  were  rectified. 

Slaughter-houses,  Bake-house,  Milk-houses. — These  were  all  inspected  during  the  year,  and  with  very  few  exceptions  found  to  be  veiy 
satisfactory. 

Our  three  Slaughter-houses  are  very  well  kept.  During  the  hot  weather  I  had  a  complaint  about  the  refuse  from  Messrs.  Louds  Slaughter 
house,  which  is  placed  in  Poole’s  Court  fields,  the  nuisance  was  promptly  abated. 

Common  Lodging  House  and  Fried  Fish  Shop.— Both  these  on  inspection  were  found  in  good  order.  I  suggested  some  slight  repairs  to 
the  walls  of  bedrooms  of  Lodging  house  which  have  been  well  carried  out. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. — There  are  four  factories  (including  Steam  Laundry)  and  sixteen  woikshops  in  the  town.  These 
were  all  found  in  a  satisfaetoiy  condition. 

No  home  work  is  done  in  the  town. 


Poole— Mr.  G.  H.  Carrington. 

Area. — The  area  of  the  Borough  is  7,931  acres  (not  including  2,200  acres 
parishes  as  follows  : — 


of  tidal  water  and  foreshore),  distributed  amongst  the  different 

Acres. 


Parish  of  St.  James 
,,  Longfleet 

,,  Parkstone 

,,  Hamworthy 

,,  Branksome 


153 

1265 

2838 

1077 

2598 


7931 


Borough  of  Poole  (less  inland  water)  7852  acres. 

The  number  of  houses  and  the  population  of  the  Borough  at  the  Census  of  19C1  were  as  follows 


No.  of  Population, 

Houses.  1901. 

St.  James’  ..  1031  7670 

Longfleet  ..  915  4159 

Parkstone  . .  1338  6550 

Hamworthy  ..  242  1084 

Branksome  . .  2170  8095 


Total  . .  5696  27558 


Average  number  of  persons  per 


Population  estimated 
to  middle  of  year  1908. 
8050 
5050 
8300 
1550 
10050 

33000 


house  4‘8 
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Population. — I  have  estimated  the  population  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1908  as  33,000.  I  have  obtained,  by  the  kindness  of  the  Assistant 
Overseers,  the  number  of  the  inhabited  houses  in  the  different  parishes,  and  taken  the  average  number  of  persons  as  4-8  per  house,  as  at  the 
Census  of  1901. 


Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  880 — 431  boys  and  449  girls,  including  38  illegitimate  births.  The  birth¬ 
rate  was  26-6  per  1000,  as  compared  with  30  per  1000  in  1906,  and  27'5  in  1907.  The  natural  increase,  that  is,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths 
during  the  year,  was  421  ;  in  1906  it  was  476  ;  and  in  1907,  468. 


The  monthly  returns  of  Births  were  as  follows 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

January 

42 

45 

87 

February 

37 

37 

74 

March 

33 

35 

68 

April 

27 

39 

66 

May 

40 

42 

82 

June 

47 

46 

93 

July 

34 

40 

74 

August 

40 

35 

75 

September 

40 

34 

74 

October 

29 

37 

66 

November 

35 

29 

64 

December 

27 

30 

57 

Total  , . 

431 

449 

880 

The  Births  registered  in  the  different  parishes  were 

Poole  (St.  James’) 

Longfleet 
Parkstone  . . 

Hamworthy 
Branksome  . . 

880 


219 

125 

189 

31 

316 


Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  1908  was  457,  236  males  and  221  females.  The  death-rate  was  13-8  per  1000,  and  the 
corrected  death-rate,  after  deducting  10  deaths  of  non-residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  in  the  borough,  and  adding  one  death  of  a 
resident  in  the  borough  who  died  in  a  public  institution  atWeymouth,  was  13-5  per  1000.  The  death-rate  in  1906  was  15-1  per  1000,  and  in 
1907  13-1  per  1000.  During  1908  there  were  30  more  deaths  and  17  less  births  than  in  1907. 

The  average  age  at  death  was  42  years,  as  compared  with  40  in  1906,  and  43  years  in  1907. 


The  monthly  return  of  deaths  were - 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

January  . . 

21 

22 

43 

February  . . 

22 

24 

46 

March 

£4 

27 

51 

April 

17 

16 

33 

May 

26 

9 

35 

June 

17 

19 

36 

July 

16 

13 

29 

August 

19 

22 

41 

September 

21 

18 

39 

October 

12 

15 

27 

November 

24 

16 

40 

December 

•• 

17 

20 

37 

236 

221 

457 

The  vital  statistics  of  whole  district  for  the  years  1906,  1907,  and  1908  are  shewn  in  Table  I. 


In  Table  II  are  given  vital  statistics  of  separate  localities  in  1908  and  previous  year. 

In  Table  IV  the  causes  of  death  at  all  ages  are  tabulated,  and  in  Table  V  the  infantile  mortality. 


Ages  at  death  . — 


Under  12  months  there  were  87  deaths. 

Between  1  year  and  5  years  „  43  „ 

„  5  years  „  15  „  „  26  „ 

>,  15  ,,  25  ,,  „  13  ,, 

„  25  „  65  „  „  135 

65  years  and  upwards  „  153  ,, 

457 


Total 
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M.O.H.  Reports,  1908,  Poole  (Urban)— continued. 
The  various  parishes  and  hospitals  were  credited  with  the  following  number  of  deaths  : — 


1908. 

1907. 

1906. 

1905. 

Poole  (St.  James’) 

92 

115 

113 

128 

Parkstone 

110 

123 

112 

103 

Longfleet  . . 

54 

40 

45 

57 

Hamworthy 

12 

18 

14 

11 

Branksome 

132 

78 

142 

100 

Poole  Harbour 

1 

2 

2 

Alderney  Fever  Hospital 

9 

11 

2 

2 

Cornelia  and  Union  Hospitals 

48 

41 

55 

41 

457 

427 

485 

444 

The  prevalence  of  cold  northerly  and  easterly  winds  during  the  year,  with  sudden  changes  of  temperature,  has  been  especially  fatal  to 
young  children  and  old  people.  There  were  87  deaths  under  the  age  of  12  moriths  as  compared  with  68  in  1907.  Of  the  deaths  (65  years 
and  upwards),  80  were  between  70  and  80  years  of  age,  and  38  between  80  and  90  years.  The  earliest  age  of  death  certified  was  three  minutes. 
Two  deaths  were  notified  of  persons  of  92  years  of  age. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  87  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  which  gives  an  infantile  mortality  of  98-8  per  1000 
registered  births  In  1907  there  were  68  deaths,  with  a  mortality  of  75-9  ;  and  in  1906,  114  deaths,  with  a  mortality  of  118-6  per  1000  births. 
The  increase  this  year  is  due  to  the  prevalence  of  measles  and  whooping  cough,  with  bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  which  occur  chiefly  in 
neglected  cases  of  measles.  I  consider  that  if  your  Council  adopted  the  Notification  of  Births’  Act,  1907,  much  good  might  be  done  by  the 
Voluntary  Health  Visitors  of  the  Mothers’  League,  who  are  willing  to  visit  any  persons  desiring  it,  and  to  give  advice  about  the  rearing  and 
feeding  of  children.  As  more  than  one  third  of  the  infantile  deaths  are  notified  in  children  under  one  month,  it  is  most  desirable  that  the 
mothers  should  be  visited  and  instructed  in  the  feeding  and  proper  management  of  infants  as  early  as  possible.  Births  need  not  now  be 
registered  for  six  weeks,  but  if  the  Act  was  adopted,  it  is  compulsory  on  the  medical  man  or  parent  to  notify  the  birth  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  within  48  hours. 

In  Table  V  is  given  the  causes  of  the  infantile  mortality. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  II.  that  36  per  cent,  of  the  total  cases  occurred  in  St.  James’  district,  13  per  cent,  in  Longfleet,  14  per  cent,  in 
Parkstone,  36  per  cent,  in  Branksome,  and  1  per  cent,  in  Hamworthy. 


Zymotic  death-rate. — The  Zymotic  Death-rate  is  based  on  the  deaths  from  the  “  seven  chief  Zymotic  diseases,”  viz.,  small-pox,  measles, 
whooping  cough,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  fever  (chiefly  enteric),  and  diarrhoea.  I  give  below  a  table  with  deaths  from  these  diseases  for  the 
last  four  years. 


1908. 

1907.  1906. 

1905. 

Small-pox 

— 

-  - 

— 

Measles 

11 

2  14 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

12 

1  8 

5 

Diphtheria 

10 

19  9 

6 

Scarlet  Fever. . 

1 

-  - 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

4  1 

8 

Diarrhoea 

4 

2  10 

1 

40 

28  42 

21 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  for  1908  was  1-21  per  1000  ; 

in  1907, 

0-86;  in  1906,  1-31;  and 

in  1905,  1-00. 

This  death-rate  is  frequently 

quoted  as  a  test  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  a  town.  In  1906  and  1308,  the  death-rate  was 

increased  by  the  prevalence  amongst  young 

children  of  measles  and  whooping  cough.  A  high  death-rate  from  enteric  fever  is  a  much  more  serious  reflection  on  the  health  of  a  town  than 

a  high  death-rate  from  measles  or  whooping  cough. 

Annual  Death-rates  per  1000  from  Zymotic  Diseases 

: - 

1908. 

1907. 

Measles 

•33 

•06 

Whooping  Cough 

•  • 

•36 

•03 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  • 

•03 

•00 

Enteric  Fever 

•06 

•12 

Diphtheria 

•30 

•58 

Diarrhoea 

•12 

•06 

The  following  table  shews  the  birth-rates,  death-rates,  zymotic  death-rates  and  infantile  mortality  rates  of  England  and  Wales  in  1908:— 

Annual  Rates  per  1000  living. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Deaths  from 

Deaths  from 

Annual  Death-rate  of 

Births. 

all  causes. 

chief  Zymotic 

Infants  under  1  year 

Diseases. 

per  1000  Births. 

England  and  Wales 

26-5 

14-7 

1-29 

..  121 

76  Great  Towns 

27-0 

14-9 

1-59 

128 

142  Smaller  Towns 

26-0 

140 

1-26 

124 

England  and  Wales  (less  the  218  towns) 

26-2 

14.7 

0-99 

..  110 

Poole 

26-6 

..  13-8 

1-21 

98-8 

From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  birth-rate  of  Poole,  although  lower  than  last  year,  is  higher  than  that  of  the  142  smaller  towns  : 
the  death-rate,  zymotic  death-rate  and  infantile  mortality  rate  are  considerably  lower  than  those  of  England  and  Wales. 

Phthisis  caused  41  deaths,  as  compared  with  32  deaths  in  1907,  and  41  in  1906.  The  death-rate  was  1-24,  which  is  higher  than  that 
from  all  the  infectious  diseases  put  together.  Other  tubercular  diseases,  including  tubercular  meningitis  and  tuberoular  peritonitis,  oaused 
17  deaths,  with  a  death-rate  of  -51  per  1000. 
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M.O.H.  Eeports,  1908,  Poole  (Urban)— continued. 


Respiratory  Diseases  other  than  Phthisis  caused  72  deaths  ;  in  1907  there  were  58  ;  in  1906,  73.  The  death-rate  from  these  in  1908 
was  2T5  ;  these  deaths  included  36  from  bronchitis  (13  in  children  under  1  year  of  age),  24  from  pneumonia  (16  of  which  occurred  in  children 
under  5  years  of  age),  1  from  pleurisy,  and  11  from  asthma  and  congestion  of  the  lungs. 

Cancer  caused  27  deaths,  as  compared  with  25  in  1907,  and  36  in  1906.  The  death-rate  was  -87  per  1000. 

Heart  Diseases. — There  were  50  deaths  in  1908,  with  a  death-rate  of  1*5  per  1000,  In  1907,  40  were  notified. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. — The  diseases  that  must  be  compulsorily  notified  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notificalion)  Act,  1889,  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  are  small  pox,  cholera,  diphtheria  and  membranous  oroup,  erysipelas,  scarlet  fever  or  scarlatina,  typhus,  typhoid 
or  enteric,  relapsing,  continued,  and  puerperal  fevers. 

I  must  ask  medical  practitioners  in  the  Borough  to  be  more  prompt  in  sending  in  notifications,  as  in  some  oases  time  is  lost  by  the 
sanitary  officials  in  disinfecting  or  in  stopping  children  from  attending  school.  The  clause  of  the  Act  saj's,  *'  Every  medical  practitioner 
attending  on  or  called  to  visit  the  patient  shall  forthwith  on  becoming  aware  that  the  patient  is  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  to 
which  this  Act  applies,  send  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  a  certificate  stating  name  of  patient,  age,  the  situation  of  the  building,  and  the 
infectious  disease  from  which  in  his  opinion  the  patient  is  suffering.”  There  is  a  40/-  penalty  for  failing  to  send  the  notice  or  certificate  as 
required.  If  the  medical  man  will  write  on  the  certificate,  whether  he  considers  the  case  suitable  for  removal  to  the  infectious  hospital, 
valuable  time  may  be  saved. 

1  he  total  number  of  notifications  received  during  1908  was  98,  comprising :  44  diphtheria,  6  erysipelas,  42  of  scarlet  fever,  and  6  of 
enteric  fever.  In  1907  the  number  was  93,  and  in  1906,  106.  I  give  a  table  for  comparison  for  the  last  four  years. 


Small-pox  . . 

1908. 

1907. 

1906. 

1905. 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

#  , 

42 

23 

27 

29 

Diphtheria 

44 

49 

33 

20 

Erysipelas  . . 

6 

7 

19 

28 

Enteric  Fever 

6 

13 

27 

39 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  • 

1 

98 

93 

106 

121 

The  numbers  notified  in  the  different  parishes  for  years  1905,  1906,  1907  and  1908,  are  as  follows 


1906. 

1907. 

1906. 

1905. 

Poole  (St.  James’) 

9 

11 

36 

50 

Parkstone 

36 

19 

17 

30 

Longfleet  . . 

11 

16 

14 

17 

Branksome 

39 

46 

37 

18 

Hamworthy 

3 

1 

2 

6 

98 

93 

106 

121 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  tables  that  there  has  been  a  gradual  decrease  in  infectious  disease  in  the  Parish  of  St.  James’,  and  an  increase 
m  Parkstone  and  Branksome.  This  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  population  of  St.  James’  is  about  stationary,  whilst  at 
Parkstone  and  Branksome  there  is  a  continual  increase  of  population  with  young  children  at  a  susceptible  age  for  infection. 

The  following  table  shews  the  monthly  distribution  of  infectious  cases  in  the  different  parishes  of  the  Borough 


Month 

Locality. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph-  Ery- 
theria.  sipelas. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Total. 

January  . . 

Parkstone 

1 

4 

5 

Branksome 

..  1 

3 

4 

February  . . 

Parkstone 

1 

—  9 

1 

Branksome 

1 

3 

4 

March 

Parkstone 

2 

—  5 
2 

Branksome 

f 

1 

2 

April 

Poole 

1 

—  4 
1 

Branksome 

.  .  .  . 

1 

l 

May 

Parkstone 

..  1 

2 

—  2 
3 

Branksome 

3  2 

5 

Longfleet 

. .  . . 

1 

1 

June 

Parkstone 

2 

—  9 

o 

Branksome 

i 

1 

Longfleet 

..  l 

'i  ;; 

,  # 

2 

July 

Parkstone 

2 

—  5 
2 

Hamworthy 

"  2 

1 

,  , 

3 

0 
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M.O.H.  Reports,  1908,  Poole  (Urban)— continued. 


Month 

Locality 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph-  Ery- 
theria.  sipelas. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Total. 

August  . . 

Poole 

1 

.. 

•• 

1 

_  1 

September 

Parkstone 

4 

4 

Branksome 

,  , 

2 

2 

•  • 

4 

Longfleet 

.  , 

3 

,  a  ,  . 

•  . 

3 

October  . . 

Poole 

..  1 

1 

—  11 

2 

Parkstone 

,  , 

i 

•  •  a  • 

•  , 

1 

Branksome 

,  , 

3 

2 

•  . 

5 

Longfleet 

,  # 

,  , 

1 

•  . 

1 

November 

Poole 

2 

1 

1 

—  9 
4 

Parkstone 

5 

3 

•  . 

8 

Branksome 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Longfleet 

2 

.  •  .  • 

.  . 

2 

December 

Poole 

1 

—  18 

1 

Parkstone 

i 

7 

.  . 

8 

Branksome 

,  . 

6 

3 

.  . 

9 

Longfleet 

.  . 

1 

•  •  .  . 

1 

2 

Total 

•  • 

42 

44  6 

6 

—  20 

98 

Poole 

3 

1 

3 

2 

9 

Parkstone 

13 

21 

•  • 

2 

36 

Branksome 

17 

19 

2 

1 

39 

Longfleet 

7 

2 

1 

1 

11 

Ham  worthy 

2 

1 

•• 

•• 

3 

Total 

42 

44 

6 

6 

98 

Scarlet  Fever. — Forty-two  cases  were  notified,  viz.,  3  in  St.  James’,  13  in  Pavkstone,  7  in  Longfleet,  17  in  Branksome,  and  2  at 
Hamwortky  ;  35  cases  occurred  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15.  The  cases  were  of  a  mild  type,  and  in  some  families  three  or  more  children 
were  affected  ;  twenty-one  cases  were  removed  to  the  Alderney  Hospital.  One  child,  after  six  weeks  at  the  hospital,  died  of  acute  nephritis. 
One  case  was  imported  from  Dorchester. 


Erysipelas. — Six  cases  were  notified,  all  of  a  very  mild  type.  No  fatal  cases. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — Forty-four  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  49  in  1907.  Of  these,  one  occurred  in  Poole 
(St.  James’),  21  in  Parkstone,  2  in  Longfleet,  19  in  Branksome,  and  one  in  Hamworthy.  Twenty-four  cases  were  removed  to  Alderney 
Hospital,  of  these  eight  were  fatal. 

During  the  last  20  years  there  has  been  a  progressive  increase  in  the  rate  of  mortality  from  diphtheria  in  England  and  Wales.  The 
disease  used  to  be  regarded  as  one  peculiar  to  country  districts,  but  its  character  has  now  changed,  and  it  is  practically  always  present  in 
towns.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  diphtheria  bacillus  is  extremely  common  in  towns,  and  is  present  in  many  healthy  throats  without 
causing  any  disease.  When,  however,  the  bacilli  gain  access  to  an  unhealthy  throat,  for  instance,  a  child’s  who  is  suffering  from  enlarged 
tonsils  and  adenoids,  they  are  able  to  set  up  the  disease  known  as  diphtheria.  After  the  attack  is  over,  and  the  throat  is  apparently  healthy, 
the  bacilli  may  still  persist  in  the  throat,  and  the  child  may  still  be  able  to  give  others  the  disease.  Also  healthy  children  may  have  the 
bacilli  in  the  throat,  and  may  hand  them  on  to  other  children  without  themselves  suffering  from  the  disease.  Such  cases  are  known  as 
“  carriers,”  aud  play  an  important  part  in  tbe  spread  of  the  disease.  The  principal  conditions  that  are  liable  to  produce  a  morbid  condition 
of  the  throat  are  chills,  bad  ventilation,  over  heating,  excess  of  sewer  gas  or  ground  air  into  schools,  bad  drainage  aud  insanitary 
conveniences.  Swabs  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  before  the  cases  were  discharged  from  hospital. 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever. — Six  cases  were  notified  during  1908,  as  compared  with  13  in  1907,  27  cases  in  1906,  and  39  in  1905.  These 
statistics  shew  a  gradual  improvement.  Two  cases  were  notified  in  St.  James’,  two  in  Parkstone,  one  in  Longfleet,  and  one  in  Branksome. 
The  two  cases  at  Parkstone  were  both  imported  cases.  One  of  the  cases  at  Parkstone,  and  the  one  at  Longfleet,  were  fatal. 


The  following  form  the  history  of  the  six  cases  : — 

1—  M.  Aged  67,  Parkstone. 

June  16. 

2 —  M.  Aged  14,  Parkstone. 

3—  F.  Aged  29,  St.  James’. 

4 —  M.  Aged  12,  St.  James'. 

5 —  M.  Aged  53,  Branksome, 

6 —  F.  Aged  38,  Longfleet. 


Just  come  home  from  holiday.  No  oysters.  Notified  Juue  10th,  died 

Arrived  from  Lisbon  on  Juue  17.  No  oysters. 

No  oysters. 

No  oysters. 

History  of  eating  cooked  whelks  three  weeks  before. 

Attack  combined  with  malaria  fever.  No  history  of  oysters. 


A  public  notice  warning  persons  of  the  danger  of  consuming  uncooked  shell-fish  (oysters,  cockles,  mussells,  Ac.),  was  again  issued  by  me, 
and  posted  all  over  the  Borough,  in  September,  at  the  beginning  of  the  oyster  season.  There  is  no  doubt  many  persons  were  induced  to  be 
more  careful  in  seeing  that  the  oysters  were  fresh  and  properly  cooked.  I  have  no  doubt,  that  after  the  number  of  cases  which  have  been 
notified  during  the  past  years  in  the  Borough,  that  there  are  “  typhoid  carriers.”  These  persons,  who  may  have  had  a  mild  attack  years 
before,  and  not  been  bad  enough  to  lay  up,  unconsciously  still  pass  typhoid  bacilli  by  the  urine.  By  this  means,  the  cause  of  typhoid  epidemics, 
in  several  instances,  has  been  ascertained. 
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M.O.H.  Reports,  1908,  Poole  (Urban) — continued. 


Diarrhoea. — Four  deaths  were  registered,  all  under  one  year  of  age.  These  cases  occurred  in  bottle-fed  babies,  and  are  mostly  preventable 
being  due  to  the  ignorance  of  the  mothers  in  properly  preparing  the  milk,  and  allowing  it  to  get  sour  in  the  bottle.  The  disease  is  more 
prevalent  in  a  hot  dry  summer,  and  is  caused  by  the  pollution  of  the  food  by  dirt  aud  dust.  Flies  play  a  very  important  part  in  the  spread 
of  the  disease. 

Measles. — Cases  have  been  numerous  in  Branksome  and  Parkstone.  On  mj  advise  your  authority  closed  the  infants’  department  of 
St.  Peter’s  (Parkstone)  School  from  5th  to  November  23rd.  Parkstone,  Bucklands  Road  and  St.  Aldhelm’s  Infants  suffered  also  in  attendance. 
Eleven  deaths  occurred,  3  under  1  years  of  age,  7  between  1  and  5,  and  1  over  5  years  of  age.  In  my  opinion  it  is  not  much  use  closing  a 
day  school  and  allowing  the  children  to  congregate  together  each  week  at  the  Sunday  School.  In  the  case  of  day  school  closure,  the  Sunday 
School  ought  to  be  closed  for  the  same  period. 

Phthisis. — Forty-one  deaths  occurred  from  consumption  of  the  lungs,  giving  a  death-rate  of  1'24  per  1000.  Seventeen  deaths  occurred 
from  other  tuberculous  diseases  (tubercular  meningitis,  tubercular  peritonitis),  mostly  occurring  in  young  children.  The  total  death-rate  of 
all  tubercular  diseases  is  therefore  1-75  per  1000,  far  greater  than  the  death-rate  from  all  the  zymotic  diseases  (P21).  Three  deaths  occurred 
in  St.  James,  11  in  Longfleet  (including  4  in  the  Uuion  Infirmary,)  12  in  Parkstone,  14  iu  Brauksome  and  1  in  Hamworthy.  At  Parkstone 
and  Branksome  maDy  consumptive  patients  come  to  reside,  and  there  is  a  sanatorium.  The  most  common  source  of  infection  is  undoubtedly 
the  expectoration,  which  has  been  allowed  to  become  dry.  Infection  may,  however,  be  derived  from  infected  food,  as  milk  or  meat.  The 
danger  from  meat  is  much  less  than  that  from  milk,  the  former  is  more  generally  cooked  than  the  latter.  The  danger  from  milk  from  cows 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  is  very  great,  as  it  is  the  chief  food  of  children,  who  suffer  principally  from  tuberculosis  of  the  alimentary  canal 
and  brain.  The  frequency  with  which  the  tubercle  bacillus  attacks  children  may  be  imagined  from  the  following  annual  number  of  deaths 
among  them  . — 


6000  die  of  tuberculosis  of  brain 
5300  ,,  ,,  intestines 

4000  ,,  ,,  (general) 

1400  „  ,,  bones  and  joints. 

I  add  a  few  observations  for  the  information  of  persons  having  charge  of  phthisical  patients,  especially  those  comiug  under  the  conditions 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1908. 

Precautions  for  Consumptive  Persons.—  Consumption  is  an  infectious  disease.  It  is  spread  chiefly  by  inhaling  the  expectoration  (spit)  of 
patients  which  has  been  allowed  to  become  dry  and  float  about  the  room  as  dust. 

Do  not  spit  except  into  receptacles,  the  contents  of  which  are  to  be  destroyed  before  they  become  dry.  If  this  simple  precaution  i3 
taken,  there  is  practically  no  danger  of  infection.  The  breath  of  consumptive  persons  is  free  from  infection  except  during  coughing. 

Rules. 

(1)  Expectoration  Indoors  should  be  received  into  small  paper  bags,  or  areceptacle,  and  afterwards  burnt,  or  into  a  mug  containing  water, 
ivhich  can  be  emptied  into  theiv.c.,  and  then  scalded. 

(2)  Expectoration  out-of-doors  should  be  received  into  a  suitable  bottle,  to  be  afterwards  washed  out  with  boiling  water  containing  a 
disinfectant,  or  into  a  small  paper  handkerchief,  which  is  afterwards  burnt. 

(3)  If  ordinary  handkerchiefs  are  ever  used  for  expectoration,  they  should  be  put  into  boiling  water  containing  a  little  soda  before  they 
have  time  to  become  dry. 

(4)  Cleansing  of  rooms  with  a  damp  cloth,  particularly  of  bedrooms  occupied  by  sick  persons,  should  be  substituted  for  dusting  and 
sweeping.  Wet  sawdust  or  tea-leaves  should  be  used  on  the  floor. 

(5)  Sunlight  and  fresh  air  are  the  greatest  enemies  of  infection.  Every  patient  should  sleep  with  his  bedroom  window  open,  and 
should  occupy  a  separate  bedroom.  The  patient  need  not  fear  going  out  in  any  weather  if  warmly  clad.  The  patient  himself  is 
the  greatest  gainer  by  tho  above  precautions,  as  his  recovery  is  retarded  and  frequently  prevented  by  renewed  infection  derived  from 
his  own  expectoration. 

(6)  Persons  in  good  health  have  little  reason  to  fear  the  infection  of  consumption.  Over-fatigue,  intemperance,  bad  air,  dusty  occupations, 
badly  ventilated  aud  dirty  rooms  favour  consumption. 

Infectious  Hospitals. — The  Borough  possesses  two  Isolation  Hospitals— the  Alderney  Hospital  at  Newtown,  and  the  Baiter  Hospital 
at  Poole. 

Alderney  Hospital.  —  During  the  year  55  cases  were  admitted,  2  from  St.  James’  4  from  Longfleet,  22  from  Parkstone,  17  from  Branksome, 
9  from  the  Poole  Rural  District,  and  1  private  patient.  The  cases,  with  7  remaining  in  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  make  a  total  of  62 
patients.  Of  these  55  cases  27  were  diphtheria  and  membranous  croup,  and  28  were  scarlet  fever.  One  case  of  scarlet  fever  and  eight  cases 
of  diphtheria  were  fatal.  The  majority  of  the  fatal  cases  were  hopeless  on  arrival ;  the  only  benefit  of  removal  to  the  hospital  was  the 
protection  of  other  members  of  the  family  from  infection.  The  majority  of  the  children  being  under  three  years  of  age,  caused  a  lot  of  work. 
I  am  indebted  to  the  Matron  (Mrs.  Nippard)  and  the  Nursing  Staff  for  the  carrying  out  of  their  duties,  which  at  times  included  both  day  and 
night  work,  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  The  VVards  have  been  disinfected  and  whitewashed  several  times  during  the  year.  Cost  of  Provisions 
for  62  patients  during  1908;  groceries,  £51  5s.  lOd. ;  milk,  £20  5s.  lid.  ;  meat,  £17  13s.  lOid. — total,  £90  5s.  7£d.  Total  stay  in  hospital 
1,529  days  ;  average  stay  per  patient,  24^  days.  Average  cost  per  patient  (244  days)  £1  9s.  5jd.  Average  cost  per  patient  per  day,  Is.  ljd. 
Two  cases  admitted  as  diphtheria  were  found  on  bacteriological  examination  not  to  be  so.  Two  cases  of  erythema  were  sent  in  as  scarlet 
fever. 

The  Baiter  Hospital  has  not  been  opened  during  the  year.  It  has  been  kept  in  reserve  as  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital,  for  the  isolation  of 
cases  suspicious  of  cholera  among  seamen,  especially  those  arriving  from  infected  Russian  ports. 

Water  Supply. — A  very  noticeable  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  quality  of  the  water  supplied  during  the  last  twelve  mouths.  The 
supply  has  been  constant,  but  during  the  summer  was  diminished.  The  Waterworks  Manager  informs  me  that  he  has  received  no 
complaints  as  regards  its  discolouration.  The  new  works  at  Corfe  Mullen  are  fast  approaching  completion,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
new  water  supply  from  the  chalk  will  be  utilized  early  in  the  summer. 
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The  new  works  carried  out  during  the  year  are  : — 

(1)  Service  Reservoir  at  Forest  Hill,  1,000,000  gallons  capacity  (completed). 

(2)  Service  Reservoir  at  Constitution  Hill,  500,000  gallons  capacity. 

(3)  Service  Reservoir  at  Lytchett,  now  in  course  of  construction.  _  ,  , 

(4)  Well  at  Corfe  Mullen.  This  is  now  completed,  and  the  engine-house  and  other  buildings  in  connection  therewith  are  well  in  band. 
The  whole  of  the  new  lines  of  pipes  are  laid,  and  have  been  thoroughly  tested. 

Below  is  Dr.  Tliresh’s  report  and  analysis  of  the  new  water  supply  taken  from  the  well  at  Corfe  Mullen  :  — 

“24/8/1908. 

“The  water  has  all  the  characteristics  of  a  chalk  supply,  the  chief  salt  present  being  calcium  carbonate  (chalk).  There  is  comparatively 
little  sulphates  and  chlorides,  and  the  nitrates  are  so  low  that  it  can  be  said  that  the  water  is  derived  from  land  not  markedly  affected  by 
manuring.  There  is  a  barely  detectable  trace  of  irou  and  alumina.  The  hardness  in  Clarke’s  is  184  degrees,  which  is  about  the  average 
for  pure  chalk  waters,  and  about  124  degrees  is  removed  by  boiling. 

The  organic  matter  present  in  the  water  is  so  small  as  to  bring  the  samples  into  the  category  of  waters  of  the  highest  organic  purity. 
Probably  a  purer  water  does  not  occur  in  nature. 

The  bacteriological  examination  shows  that  the  water  does  not  contain  an  excessive  number  of  bacteria,  and  I  think  that  after  a  time  it 
will  contain  still  fewer. 

The  bacteria  found  do  not  indicate  pollution  by  sewage  or  manurial  matter. 

I  am  of  opinion  therefore  that  it  is  a  water  which  is  admirably  adapted  for  all  the  purposes  of  a  public  supply.  The  only  possible  objection 
to  it  is  its  hardness,  but  this  is  common  to  all  the  chalk  waters,  save  in  a  few  localised  areas. 

The  Corporation  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  securing  such  an  abundant  supply  of  the  water  of  such  excellent  quality. 

John  C.  Thresh, 

12th  August,  1908.” 

Data* 

Respecting  a  sample  of  water  from  W.  Matthew's,  Esq.,  labelled  Corfe  Mullen  water,  Poole  Waterworks,  taken  by  Mr.  Matthews. 
Particulars  of  source  at  1.30  p.m.  on  August  7th,  1908,  from  outlet  of  pump  delivery. 

Physical  Examination. 

Turbidity  :  Quite  clear  and  bright.  No  deposit  of  any  kind.  Colour  -The  blue  tint  of  pure  chalk  water.  Odour  .  None. 

Chemical  Examination. 

Determinations. 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  180  degrees  C. 

Chloride 

Equivalent  to  Chlorides  (60  per  cent.  Cl.) 

Nitric  Nitrogen 

Equivalent  to  Nitrates  (17  per  cent.  N.) 

Nitrites 

Hardness.  Permanent  6  degrees,  Temporary  12{  degrees, 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc,  Iron 
Free  Ammonia 

Organic  Ammonia  . .  •  • 

Oxygen  absorbed  at  98  F.  in  3  hours  . . 

August  11th,  1908. 


Results  in 

Grains  Parts  per 

per  gallon.  100,000. 

21-3  30-5 

2- 1  30 

3- 5  5-0 

0-07  011 

0'42  0-66 

Absent. 

Total  184  deg.  264  deg. 

(  A  very  minute  trace 
of  iron. 

^  0  0000  0-000. 

0  0007  0  001. 


0-0056 


0-008. 


John  C.  Thresh, 


Saline  Constituents.  —Probable 

Calcium  Carbonate 
Calcium  Sulphate 
Magnesium  Sulphate  . . 

Magnesium  Chloride  . . 

Sodium  Chloride 
Sodium  Nitrate 
Silica  . . 

Iron  oxide  and  alumina,  &c. 


Combinations. 

Parts  per  100,000 
21-25 
2-55 
0-95 
1-60 
300 
060 
0-50 
0-15 


Total  solid  constituents  dried  at  180  deg.  c.  30-50 
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Report  on  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  a  sample  of  water  received  on  August  7th,  1908,  from  W.  Matthews,  Esq. : — 
Source  :  Corfe  Mullen  well  of  Poole  Corporation  Waterworks. 


92.  Some  liquifying  rapidly. 

27. 

No  acid  or  gas  in  1  c.e. 

Acid  and  gas  in  10  c.c. 

A  bacillus  shewing  some 
relationship  to  the  bacillus 
coli  in  5  c.c.  and  upwards. 

Reaction  of  the  bacillus  enteritidis  sporogones  in  10  c.c.,  Negative ;  in  50  c.c.,  Negative  ;  in  100  c.c.  Negative. 

(Signed)  John  C.  Thresh. 

Sewerage,  Drainage,  and  Excrement  Disposal. — The  system  of  sewerage  has  worked  well.  Complaints  have  been  received  of  offensive 
gases  given  off  from  certain  vent  pipes.  Webb’s  patent  ventilating  lamps  have  been  fixed,  with  beneficial  results.  A  new  sewer  has  been 
laid  to  connect  Sterte  with  the  Wimborne  Road  sewer  ;  the  houses  on  the  Sterte  estate  will  soon  be  connected  up,  and  the  objectionable 
cesspools  done  away  with.  The  sewer  has  been  continued  along  the  Wimborne  Road  as  far  as  the  Oakdale  School,  which  is  now  connected 
up.  Sea-View  Road,  Ralston  and  Hermitage  Road,  Davis  Road,  Library  Road,  Shillito  Road  and  Gladstone  Road,  in  the  Branksome 
district,  have  been  sewered,  many  of  the  houses  connected,  and  the  cesspools  done  away  with, 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Newman,  Borough  Surveyor,  for  the  following  particulars  : — 

Sewers  Laid. 


Number  of  organisms  per  c.  c.  capable  of  growing  on  nkaline  nutrient  jelly  at  20  deg.  s.  in  3  days. 
Counted  by  aid  of  pocket  lens. 

Number  growing  on  again  in  24  hrs.  at  3?-6  degrees  c. 

Smallest  quantity  of  water  in  which  growth  occurred,  with  production  of  acid  and  gas  in  bile-salt 
glucose  broth  (1,  5,  10  or  20  c.c.) 

Nature  of  organisms  found  in  this  growth 


By  Corporation.- -Soil  Sewers  .. 

Surface  Sewers 
By  Private  Owners. — Soil  Sewers 

Surface  Sewers 


4,775  yards. 
2,816  yards. 
1,979  yards. 
823  yards. 


Three  additional  Webb’s  patent  ventilating  lamps  have  been  fixed  in  connection  with  the  sewers. 
318  old  premises  and  102  new  have  been  coanected  to  the  public  sewers. 


147  houses  and  90  other  buildings  have  been  erected. 

2  additional  covered  house-refuse  carts  have  been  obtained. 


The  work  done  by  the  Sanitary  Officials  re  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  Slaughter-houses,  Bake-houses,  Common  Lodging-houses, 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  Factory,  and  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  &c.,  is  contained  in  the  report  of  Mr.  R.  Smith,  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  During  the  year,  the  house-to-house  inspection  has  been  continued  ;  many  defects  have  been  found,  the  owners  written  to,  and 
alterations  required  done.  With  the  Inspectors  I  have  made  systematic  inspection  of  the  Borough,  I  have  visited  bake-houses,  cowsheds, 
dairies,  slaughter-houses,  common  lodging-houses,  laundries  and  workshops.  Special  visits  have  been  made  to  schools  in  which  cases  of 
infectious  or  contagious  disease  have  occurred,  and  to  the  houses  at  which  infectious  disease  has  been  notified. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order  o/1885. — Regulations  under  this  order  have  been  adopted  by  your  Council,  and  came  into  force 
on  the  1st  day  of  April,  1908.  Copies  were  sent  to  all  occupiers  of  registered  premises.  In  some  instances  great  improvement  has  been 
found  in  the  cowsheds;  several  found  defective  as  to  light,  ventilation,  or  air-space,  on  our  previous  inspections,  have  been  remedied.  I  wish 
to  draw  the  attention  of  Dairymen  particularly  to  the  following  regulation,  which  may  be  practised  in  our  presence,  but  is  generally 
neglected : — 


“  He  shall  not  cause  or  suffer  any  cow  belonging  to  him  or  under  his  care  or  control  to  be  milked  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  milk 
for  sale — 

(a)  Unless,  at  the  time  of  milking,  the  udder  and  teats  of  such  cow  are  thoroughly  clean,  and — 

(b)  Unless  the  hands  of  the  person  milking  such  cow,  also,  are  thoroughly  clean  and  free  from  infection  and  contamination.” 

At  our  next  inspection,  dairymen  not  carrying  out  these  regulations  will  be  reported  to  the  Sanitary  Committee. 

Then,  about  milk-cans,  which  as  they  become  old  are  liable  to  be  dinged  in,  so  that  they  cannot  be  properly  cleansed,  eaving  rusty 
patches  inside.  The  lids  do  not  fit  well,  thus  leaving  them  insufficiently  protected  from  contamination  from  dust  and  flies.  I  should  like  to 
suggest  to  milk  purveyors  that  clear  glass  bottles,  fitted  with  cardboard  cork,  should  be  used,  as  the  cans  get  worn  out.  These  are  used  by 
up-to-date  firms,  and  the  cost  is  not  more  than  that  of  metal  cans.  Many  persons  use  the  cans  for  ale  and  other  commodities,  after  the 
milk  has  been  emptied  out. 

The  necessity  of  keeping  the  flanks,  udder  and  teats  of  the  cows  free  from  dirt  is  brought  to  notice  by  the  Third  interim  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Tuberculosis.  The  report  says ; — “  The  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  in  the  milk  of  cows  clinically  recognisable  as 
tuberculous  confirms  the  opinion  we  expressed  in  our  second  interim  report  that  the  milk  of  such  cows  must  be  considered  dangerous  for 
human  beings.  The  experiments  which  we  have  carried  out  with  regard  to  the  infectivity  of  the  feeces  of  tuberculous  cows  were  dictated  by 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  dirt  of  various  kind*  from  cows  and  the  cowshed  is  almost  constantly  present  in  milk  as  it  reaches  the  consumer. 
Cows  suffering  from  extensive  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  must  discharge  considerable  numbers  of  bacilli  from  the  air  passages  in  the  act  of 
coughing,  and  some  of  the  bacilli  thus  expelled  may  find  their  way  into  the  milk.  But  our  experiments  indicate  that  the  excrement  of  cows 
obviously  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  and  alimentary  canal  must  be  regarded  as  much  more  dangerous  than  the  matter  discharged 
from  the  mouth  and  nostrils.  We  have  found  that  even  in  the  case  of  cows  with  slight  tuberculous  lesions  tubercle  bacilli  in  small  numbers 
are  discharged  in  the  fieces,  while  as  regards  cows  clinically  tuberculous,  our  experiments  show  that  the  fseces  contain  large  numbers  of 
living  and  virulent  tubercle  bacilli.  The  presence  of  tuberculous  cows  in  company  with  healthy  cows  in  the  cowshed  is  therefore  distinctly 
dangerous,  as  some  of  the  tubercle  bacilli  which  escape  from  their  bodies  in  the  excrement  aie  almost  certain  to  find  their  way  in  the  milk.” 

Your  Council  has  given  permission  to  the  Sanitary  Officials  to  call  in  the  Borough  Veterinary  Surgeon,  to  see  any  cows  found  by  us  to  be 
suspicious  of  having  tuberculosis.  The  diagnosis  of  tuberculosis  in  a  living  cow  depends  entirely  on  the  positive  result  of  the  tuberculin 
test. 
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From  this  report,  it  is  inoumbent  on  dairymen  who  pride  themselves  on  the  purity  of  their  milk  that  both  the  men  who  milk  have  olean 
hands  and  smocks,  and  the  cows  themselves  are  groomed  each  day. 

I  should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  fact  that  certain  milk  vendors  in  the  Borough  add  colouring  matters  to  their 
milk.  Annatto  and  turmeric  are  often  added  to  milk  to  impart  a  yellow  oolour  tout,  and  thus  bring  about  an  unnatural  appearance  of  richness. 
Iheir  use  gives  opportunity,  therefore,  for  the  abstraction  of  cream.  The  addition  of  these  colouring  agents,  though  harmless,  is  an 
adulteration,  and  should  not  be  allowed. 

The  bake-houses,  on  the  whole,  are  kept  clean,  and  the  regulations  as  to  white-washing,  painting,  Ac.,  carried  out.  I  find,  however,  in 
some  of  them  hundreds  of  flies  accumulate,  especially  as  the  weather  gets  colder.  In  some  yards  of  those  bakers  who  have  stables,  the 
manure  heaps — where  flies  principally  hatch — are  very  near  the  bake-houses.  As  the  house-fly  is  now  known  to  be  one  of  the  chief 
disseminators  of  infectious  disease,  by  contaminating  food  and  drink,  I  ask  bakers  to  have  a  regular  killing  day,  so  as  to  get  rid  of  as  many 
of  these  pests  as  possible.  When  it  is  stated  that  flies  have  been  found  to  be  the  carriers  of  infection  in  infantile  diarrhoea,  typhoid, 
diphtheria,  phthisis,  and  many  other  diseases,  it  will  be  understood  how  necessary  it  is  that  articles  of  food  should  not  be  left  exposed.  It  is 
for  this  reason  that  infectious  cases  occur  most  frequently  in  the  houses  of  the  poor  and  careless,  who  leave  food  about  on  the  table  from 
morning  to  night,  and  in  many  cases  have  no  suitable  place  to  store  it. 

The  slaughter-houses  are  on  the  whole  kept  in  a  cleanly  state.  Visits  of  inspection  have  been  frequently  paid  during  the  year. 

The  common  lodging-houses  have  been  kept  clean,  and  have  been  whitewashed  regularly.  I  have  had  no  complaints  of  overcrowding. 

The  butchers’  shops  and  sausage-makers’  establishments  have  been  visited  very  often. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. — There  are  366  registered  workshops  in  the  Borough  (240  workshops,  84  domestic  workshops,  and 
42  bake-houses)— an  increase  of  32.  These  have  been  inspected  on  717  occasions;  32  defects  have  been  found  and  remedied.  Want  of 
cleanliness,  16  ;  overcrowding,  2  ;  want  of  drainage  of  floors,  1 ;  other  nuisances,  4  ;  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation,  1;  defective,  7; 
not  separate  for  sexes,  1. 

Outtvorkers’  Lists. — As  these  lists  are  sent  in  at  irregular  times,  and  often  forgotten,  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  Employers  to  the 
following  extract  from  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  : — 

“  In  order  that  the  Council  may  be  kept  fully  informed  as  to  the  places  in  its  district  in  which  home-work  is  being  done,  occupiers  of 
factories,  workshops,  or  any  place  from  which  work  is  given  out,  and  contractors  employed  by  such  occupiers,  are  required,  in  regard 
to  such  classes  of  work  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  keep  lists  showing  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  persons 
employed  by  them,  either  as  workmen  or  as  contractors  outside  such  factory,  workshop  or  place  and  the  place  where  they  are 
employed,  and  to  send  to  the  Council  twice  a  year  (viz  ,  on  or  before  the  1st  of  February  and  the  1st  of  August)  copies  of  such  lists. 

In  the  event  of  any  occupier  failing  to  keep  or  to  send  such  lists  he  will  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  £2  for  the  first  offence,  and  to  a  fine  of  £5 
for  a  second  or  subsequ  ent  offence.” 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. — Under  this  Act,  several  properties  have  been  reported  to  your  Council  as  not  fit  for  human 
habitation.  Six  houses  in  Taylor’s  Buildings  have  been  closed.  Six  houses  in  Hill  Alley  have  been  demolished,  after  closing  order  had 
been  granted.  A  block  of  houses  in  Pile  Court  and  Russell  Place  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation,  and  after  notice  was  served  on  the 
owners,  the  houses  were  repaired  and  made  habitable. 

Disinfection. — Premises  in  which  notifiable  diseases  have  occurred  have  been  disinfected  by  formalin  immediately  after  the  patient’s 
removal  to  hospital,  or  on  the  convalescence  of  the  patient.  Several  rooms  have  been  disinfected  after  cases  of  phthisis.  Bedding  has  been 
destroyed,  and  compensation  paid  in  special  cases.  I  must  again  draw  your  attention  to  the  need  of  a  steam  disinfector.  This  was  the 
chief  point  raised  by  Dr.  Reece,  Medical  Inspector  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  on  his  visit  to  inquire  into  the  preparedness  of  the 
Port  Sanitary  Authority  to  resist  the  invasion  of  cholera,  which  has  continued  to  spread  during  the  summer  months  in  the  Russian  and 
Baltic  ports. 

The  librarians  of  the  branches  of  the  Borough  Free  Libraries  will  be  notified  of  all  cases  of  infectious  disease,  so  that  they  can  have  all  books 
lent  disinfected  on  return,  and  not  issue  books  to  infected  houses.  All  borrowers,  in  case  of  a  case  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in  their 
houses,  ought  to  return  books  at  once,  with  an  explanatory  letter  to  the  librarians,  and  not  borrow  any  till  after  the  convalescence  of  the  patient 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  me  during  the  year  by  Mr.  R.  Smith,  Jun.,  the  Chief  Sanitary  inspector,  and 
Mr.  Ramsden,  Assistant  Inspector. 

I  wish  to  congratulate  your  Council  on  the  many  measures  carried  out  by  you  for  the  amelioration  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
Borough,  viz. 

(1)  The  completion  of  the  purchase  of  the  Poole  Water  Company,  and  the  finding  of  a  new  supply 
Corfe  Mullen. 

(2)  The  Sterte  Sewerage  Scheme,  the  Wimborne  Road  and  Branksome  Sewerage  Schemes,  thus 
which  were  always  causing  a  nuisance. 

I  should  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council,  firstly,  to  the  Public  Baths  at  Baiter.  Whatever  scheme  is  brought  forward,  there  is 
no  doubt  the  present  baths  are  required  for  the  district  in  which  they  are  situated.  These  baths  are  used  each  day  in  the  season  by  hundreds 
of  schoolboys.  Better  dressing  accommodation  and  the  provision  of  towels  are  required.  Secondly ,  to  the  condition  of  the  Fish  Shambles. 
This  building,  in  which  praotioally  a  great  part  of  the  fish  trade  of  the  neighbourhood  is  carried  on,  ought  to  be  enlarged  and  put  in  a  more 
sanitary  state. 

The  question  of  public  conveniences  is  being  considered  by  your  Council;  there  is  great  need  for  accommodation  for  female  visitors. 

I  have  again  to  report  that  our  birth-rate  is  slightly  above  that  of  England  and  Wales.  Our  death-rate,  zymotic  death-rate  and  especially 
the  infantile  death-rate,  are  much  lower  than  the  corresponding  rates  of  the  142  smaller  towns  of  England  and  Wales, 


of  water  of  the  purest  quality  at 
doing  away  with  many  cesspools, 
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Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Mr.  Smith’s  Report  is  as  follows : — 

The  premises  registered  are — 


Bake-houses 

..  42 

Slaughter-houses 

17 

Cowsheds 

36 

Milk  Shops 

66 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

..  4 

Workshops  and  Work-plaoes 

..  240 

Domestic  Workshops 

84 

489 

The  Bake-houses  have  been  inspected  several  times  during  the  year  and  found  to  be  generally  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition  ;  there  has 
been  very  little  change  in  the  general  condition. 

The  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  require  that  these  should  be  limewashed  twice  each  year. 

Slaughter  houses. — These  are  visited  frequently  ;  generally  a  slight  improvement  was  noticed  in  the  various  premises. 

One  gut-scraper’s  place  in  the  West  Quay  Road  was  found  to  be  quite  a  nuisance.  The  occupier  was  advised  to  remove  to  a  country 
district  in  a  less  populous  locality,  which  he  did,  the  premises  now  being  void. 

The  Borough  Bye-laws  require  that  these  premises  shall  be  limewashed  quarterly,  and  the  offal  removed  daily. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.— -A  great  improvement  has  been  made  in  one  of  the  cowsheds  at  Parkstone,  a  new  one  has  been  erected  at 
Hamworthy,  and  one  at  Longfleet  has  been  put  in  good  repair. 

It  will  be  necessary  in  several  other  cases  to  improve  the  lighting  and  ventilation  of  some  of  the  older  sheds  in  the  Borough. 

In  two  dairies  during  the  year  a  cow  was  suspested  of  being  diseased  ;  the  attention  of  the  owner  was  called  to  the  fact,  with  the  result 
that  one  was  sent  away  for  destruction  and  the  other  was  declared  to  be  free  from  Tuberculosis. 

Common  Lodging-houses. — Surprise  visits  are  made  to  the  common  lodging-houses  ;  they  are  kept  reasonably  well.  No  complaints  have 
been  received  with  regard  to  these  during  the  year. 

House-to-House  Inspection. — -376  visits  have  been  made  with  a  view  to  detecting  nuisances,  overcrowding  and  defective  sanitary  arrange¬ 
ments  ;  whenever  found  to  be  necessary,  written  notices  of  defects  and  the  required  remedy  have  been  sent  to  the  owner  of  the  property. 

Sanitary  Certificates, — Thirty-eight  guineas  have  been  received  during  the  year  for  special  inspection  of  houses.  The  various  houses 
have  been  inspected,  the  drainage  tested,  and  reports  sent  to  the  applicant ;  the  defects  requiring  atteution  chiefly  consisted  of  leaky  drains, 
defective  ventilating  pipes  and  untrapped  waste  pipes. 

Certificates  have  been  granted  for  those  houses  put  in  a  satisfactory  sanitary  condition. 

Sale  of  Food  an  I  Drugs  Acts.—  Under  these  Acts,  116  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  purchased  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst. 
Five  cases  of  adulteration  were  reported  by  the  Analyst.  Two  milk  sellers  were  prosecuted,  and  the  others  were  cautioned,  as  the  adulteration 
was  of  a  slight  nature.  Oue  milk-seller  who  refused  to  sell  a  sample  of  milk  was  prosecuted  and  fined  10s.  and  costs. 

Unsound  and  Diseased  Food. — 2,106  lbs.  of  diseased  meat  have  been  destroyed  duriug  the  year;  this  meat  was  surrendered  by  the  owners 
for  inspection  and  destruction  excepting  two  lots  that  were  seized.  This  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Prosecution  and  conviction 
followed  in  each  of  these  cases. 

Two  bags  of  cockles  weighing  1  cwt.  and  15  boxes  of  bloaters  were  also  destroyed,  being  unwholesome  and  unfit  for  the  food  of  man. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act. — The  Swine  Fever  (Regulation  of  Movement)  Order,  1903,  was  revoked  in  June,  1908,  and  a  new  Order  came 
into  force.  Under  the  new  Order  there  are  very  few  restrictions  with  regard  to  the  Movement  of  Swine.  Prior  to  June,  253  licences  were 
issued. 

In  August  a  suspected  case  of  Rabies  occurred  at  Parkstone.  The  dog  died,  and  was  examined  by  the  Borough  Veterinary  Surgeon, 
who  pronounced  it  a  case  of  distemper. 

There  was  no  outbreak  of  Swine  Fever  during  the  year. 

Cesspools. — The  cesspools  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  throughout  the  Borough  were  emptied  by  contract.  Since  Midsummer  the 
Branksome  portion  of  the  Borough  has  been  attended  to  by  our  own  men.  The  number  emptied  was — 

Branksome  ..  ..  ..  ..  2396 

Other  parts  . .  . .  . .  832 

The  cost  of  the  first  half-year  amounted  to  £550. 

The  cost  of  the  second  half-year  amounted  to  £522. 

The  cost  includes  Hamworthy  work,  and  the  purchase  of  new  plant. 
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Poole  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  Mr.  G.  H.  Carrington. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  being  able  to  give  a  most  satisfactory  account  of  the  health  of  the  Seamen  of  the  Mercantile  Marine.  No 
case  of  infectious  disease  has  occurred  amongst  them  during  the  year. 

Th  3  number  of  vessels  with  “  inwards  ”  cargoes  was — 

Coasting  trade  . .  . .  Sail,  288  ;  20,327  tons. 

„  ,,  ..  ..  Steam,  347 ;  72, 981  ,, 

Foreign  ..  ..  ..  Sail,  71;  10,892  ,, 

,,  ..  ..  ..  Steam,  49;  10,175  „ 

Many  of  the  coasting  ships  pay  frequent  visits — often  weekly — during  the  year. 

The  chief  ports  from  which  the  foreign  vessels  sail  are  Harbourg,  Antwerp,  Hamburg,  St.  Brienne,  Frederickstadt,  Erdingen,  Cronstadt, 
Archangel,  Helsingfors. 

The  principal  cargoes  are  timber  from  Russian,  Norwegian,  and  Swedish  ports,  oilcake,  onions  and  potatoes. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  cholera  in  St.  Petersburg  and  Cronstadt,  word  was  sent  to  me  of  the  expected  arrival  of  any  ship  from  those 
ports  by  the  Superintendent  of  Customs.  Strict  inquiries  were  made  by  the  Customs  Offioer  about  any  illness  on  board.  If  there  had  been 
any  suspicious  cases,  the  officer  would  have  had  the  ship  moored  at  the  Quarantine  Station,  which  is  situated  in  the  Wareham  channel, 
to  the  west  of  Stakes  Buoy. 

No  sickness  being  found  on  any  of  the  ships,  they  were  allowed  to  proceed  to  their  berths,  and  were  then  boarded,  and  the  crew  and 
ship  inspected  by  me. 

It  was  found  in  the  cases  of  the  s.s.  “  Salme  ”  from  Norbor,  the  “  Viking  ”  from  Helsingfors,  and  the  “  Sandsend  ”  from  Kronstadt,  that 
no  cases  of  sickness  had  occurred  during  the  passage,  which  took  about  10  days.  They  were  provided  with  water  tanks  on  deck.  In  the 
case  of  the  “  Viking,”  the  water  was  from  the  town  supply  of  Helsingfors ;  she  did  not  call  at  any  intermediate  port.  The  “Sandsend,” 
from  Kronstadt,  was  medically  inspected  at  Holtenau,  and  took  in  fresh  water. 

Whilst  in  the  port,  the  tanks  were  emptied,  cleaned  out,  and  filled  with  the  town’s  water,  of  which  there  is  always  a  constant  supply  from 
the  mains  on  the  Quay. 

The  “  Salme  ”  arrived  on  September  7th,  the  “  Viking  ”  on  September  20th,  and  the  “  Sandsend  ”  on  October  19th. 

The  number  of  ships  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Officials  was  244 ;  in  1907,  179. 

The  ships  were  classified  as — 

British 
Foreign 

210  23  11  244 


Good.  Fair.  Dirty.  Total. 
.  169  20  7  196 

.  41  3  4  48 


In  those  marked  “  dirty  ”  the  chief  cause  of  complaint  was  the  dirty  condition  of  the  forecastle  floors  and  the  painted  work.  Some 
allowance  is  to  be  made  for  the  kind  of  cargo  discharging  or  loading ;  it  is  difficult  to  keep  a  ship  clean,  when  in  port,  whilst  discharging 
coal  or  loading  clay. 

Requests  made  to  Masters  to  cleanse  forecastles,  closets,  &o.  : 

British  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  5 

Foreign  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  3 

Water  ordered  to  be  pumped  out,  tanks  cleansed,  and  fresh  water  supplied  4 
Broken  fireplaces  and  flues  . .  . .  . .  •  •  2 

Leaky  deck  lights  ..  ..  ..  ..  ••  1 

Ventilators  covered  with  canvas  . .  ..  ..  10 


These  were  in  all  cases  complied  with.  With  the  inspector,  I  have  visited  many  of  the  ships,  and  during  the  cholera  scare  visited  each 
ship  from  the  Baltic  ports  as  soon  as  it  was  berthed.  I  have  also  visited  the  Excursion  Steamers  of  Messrs.  Cozens  &  Co.,  and  the 
Southampton  Steamship  Company,  and  have  always  found  them  clean,  well  eared  for,  and  the  sanitary  conditions  up-to-date. 

I  have  received  particulars  from  Port  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  principally  Southampton,  of  passengers  and  sailors  discharged  from 
ships  which  have  had  infectious  cases  on  board.  These  have  been  visited  at  their  homes  and  inquiries  made. 


Portland  -Mr.  T.  Howard 


Area. — The  area  of  the  district  is  2897  acres,  less  inland  water  2894  acres. 

Population. — This  was  15,262  at  the  census  of  1901.  I  have  estimated  the  population  to  the  middle  of  1948  to  be  12,fC0.  1  his  nimbei 

would  be  considerably  increased  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  owing  to  a  regiment  being  statierid  at  the  \une  Citadel,  with  their 
wives  and  families  throughout  the  district. 
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Vital  Statistic. —In  order  to  facilitate  comparison,  I  here  give  the  different  rates  for  England  and  Wales. 

Annual  Rate  per  1000  Living. 


Deaths. 

Deaths. 

under  one 

Principal 

year  to 

Births. 

Epidemic 

1000  births. 

Crude. 

Corrected. 

Diseases. 

England  and  Wales 

26-5 

14-7 

14-7 

1-29 

121 

76  Great  Towns 

..  27-0 

14-9 

15-8 

1-59 

128 

142  Smaller  Towns 

26-0 

14-0 

14-7 

1-26 

124 

England  and  Wales,  1 

..  26-2 

14-7 

13-8 

0-99 

110 

less  the  218  Towns  / 

births  registered  in  the  district  for  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 

1908. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Total. 

January  . . 

•  • 

12 

8 

20 

February 

•  • 

10 

11 

21 

March  . . 

•  • 

11 

14 

25 

April 

•  • 

13 

13 

26 

May 

•  • 

5 

13 

18 

June 

•  • 

8 

14 

22 

July 

•  • 

13 

10 

23 

August 

«  • 

10 

9 

19 

September  . . 

•  • 

15 

17 

32 

October 

•  • 

8 

8 

16 

November 

•  • 

8 

12 

20 

December 

7 

7 

14 

Total 

120 

136 

256 

This  represents  a  birth  rate  of  20'48  per  1000  inhabitants.  The  rate  is  below  the  average  for  the  past  10  years,  which  is  22-8.  It  is 
indeed  the  lowest  rate  for  the  past  ten  years  with  the  exception  of  1901.  when  it  was  19  4.  The  birth-rate  for  the  district  is  also  much  under 
that  for  England  and  Wales,  which  for  1908  is  26-5.  This  decreased  birth-rate,  as  I  stated  in  my  last  Report,  is  to  some  extent  accounted 
for  by  the  removal  of  young  married  people  from  the  district  owing  to  scarcity  of  work. 


Of  the  births,  3  were  illigitimate,  forming  1-1  per  cent,  of  the  total  births,  the  percentage  proportion  for  the  two  previous  years  being 
1-6  and  0-38. 

Death-rate,  Etc.— The  deaths  registered  in  1908  were  distributed  as  follows 


January 

•  a 

7 

August 

6 

February 

.  . 

10 

September 

11 

March 

,  , 

10 

October 

6 

April 

#  # 

11 

November 

7 

May 

#  . 

10 

December 

15 

June 

,  t 

6 

— 

July 

•  • 

10 

Total 

109 

This  represents  an  uncorrected  death  rate  of  8-72  per  1000.  This  crude  rate  has,  however,  to  be  corrected.  The  deaths  of  residents 
who  have  died  outside  the  district  have  to  be  added ;  and  those  dyiug  in  public  institutions,  but  belonging  to  districts  outside,  have  to  be 
deducted.  I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Barclay,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Weymouth,  for  information  respecting  two  deaths  of 
Portland  inhabitants  who  died  in  public  institutions  in  the  Borough  of  Weymouth.  Two  non-residents  died  in  one  of  the  institutions  in  the 
district. 

The  crude  rate  and  the  corrected  death  rate  are  therefore  this  year  identical,  viz  :  8  72  per  1000. 

The  corrected  death-rate  for  the  whole  population  offers  the  best  basis  for  comparison  with  previous  years.  The  figures  for  1898  onwards 
are  given  in  Table  I  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  This  table  shows  that  the  corrected  death  rate  is  well  below  the  average  of  the 
previous  10  years,  and  considerably  below  that  of  England  and  Wales,  which  for  1908  is  14-7. 

Some  of  the  deaths  which  are  included  in  the  returns,  and  on  which  the  death-rate  is  calculated,  do  not  properly  belong  to  the  district, 
yet  it  is  not  permissible  to  make  deductions  for  these  deaths.  For  example— an  unknown  body  washed  ashore,  a  sailor  accidentally  killed 
in  Portland  Harbour,  and  a  man  killed  on  the  railway  line. 

Deaths  in  public  institutions 

Royal  Naval  Hospital  7  within  the  district. 

Royal  Hospital,  Weymouth  ..  1  outside  the  district. 

The  Workhouse,  Weymouth  ..  1  „  „ 
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The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows : — 


Whooping  cough  . . 

e  « 

4 

Diphtheria 

•  • 

2 

Diarrhoea 

•  • 

3 

Phthisis  (pulmonary  tuberculosis) 

•  • 

•  • 

11 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

•  • 

•  • 

6 

Bronchitis 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

Pneumonia  . .  , , 

•  • 

•  • 

9 

Alcoholism  cirrhosis  of  liver 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

Premature  birth  . . 

•  • 

5 

Hearth  disease  . . 

21 

Accidents 

7 

Suicide 

1 

Kidney  disease 

4 

Apoplexy 

7 

Old  Age 

7 

All  other  causes  . . 

16 

Total 

•  • 

109 

The  age  distribution  was  as  follows  :  — 

• 

Under  1  year 

. .  23  deaths 

1  and  under  5  years 

..  2 

5  ,,  ,,15  ,,  . . 

6 

»» 

15  ,,  ,,  25  ,,  .. 

7 

» 

25  „  „  65  „  .. 

65  years  and  upwards 

42 

>> 

29 

»> 

Total 

109 

The.  natural  increase  of  Population. — This  means  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  and  amounts  to  147.  The  figures  for  the  three 
previous  years  are  as  follows— 197,  146,  and  137. 

Average  age  at  death. — The  average  age  at  death  is  38  for  the  whole  district.  For  the  previous  five  years  the  average  age  at  death  was 
40.  83,  82,  37,  and  37*  years  respectively. 

Zymotic  death-rate. — This  is  calculated  upon  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases,  viz. :  Small-pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough,  fever  (typhus,  enteric,  and  other  continued),  and  diarrhoea.  During  the  year  there  were  nine  deaths,  distributed  as 
follows  :  Four  to  whooping  cough,  three  to  diarrhoea,  and  two  to  diphtheria.  The  zymotic  death-rate  was  therefore  0  72  per  1000  inhabitants. 
The  rate  for  the  four  previous  years  were  0-44,  0'74,  2-3,  and  0'32  per  1000  respectively.  The  cause  of  the  increased  rate  this  year  over  last 
is  due  to  whooping  cough  and  diarrhoea,  and  will  he  referred  to  in  another  part  of  my  Report.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  rate  is  well  below 
that  for  .England  and  Wales,  which  for  the  present  year  is  l-29. 


Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  was  23,  as  compared  with  13  of  the  previous  year. 

The  rate  of  infantile  mortality  is  measured  by  the  proportion  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  every  1000  births.  This  is  a 
reliable  basis  of  comparison,  and  is  uninfluenced  by  any  possible  error  in  estimating  the  population.  Measured  in  this  way,  the  rate  for  1908 
is  89'8.  Table  I.  shews  that  the  average  rate  for  the  10  years  (1898-1907)  was  123'05  ;  so  that  this  rate,  although  above  that  of  last  year,  is 
greatly  below  the  average,  and  compares  well  with  the  rate  mortality  for  England  and  Wales,  which  for  1908  is  121. 


An  analysis  of  the  causes  of  death  in  accordance  with  Table  V.  brings  out  some  points  of  interest  : 


Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea  (all  forms) 
Premature  birth 
Congenital  defects 
Convulsions 
Bronchitis  . . 
Pneumonia  .. 

Other  causes 


4 
3 

5 

3 

4 
1 
2 
1 


Total  . .  23 


During  the  year  I  have  made  personal  enquiries  as  to  the  feeding  in  every  case  of  death  of  a  child  under  one  year,  and  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  house  was  enquired  into  either  by  myself  or  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Apart  from  premature  birth  and  congenital  defects,  I 
fouud  that  14  of  these  children  were  bottle-fed,  and  only  in  one  instance  breast-fed.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  houses  was  as  follows  : 
Three  were  dirty,  five  were  badly  ventilated,  three  had  minor  sanitary  defects,  the  remainder  were  in  fairly  good  condition.  There  was  a 
history  of  alcoholism  in  one  or  other  parent,  or  of  very  great  poverty  in  over  50  per  cent,  of  the  cases  of  premature  birth  and  convulsions. 
As  shewn  in  Table  V.,  eight  of  these  deaths  were  under  one  month  old,  i.e.,  34  per  cent.  Classified  according  to  the  official  returns  of  the 
Registrar-General,  seven  of  these  deaths  were  preventable,  eight  non-preventable,  and  eight  doubtfully  preventable. 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  the  cause  of  the  increased  infantile  mortality  this  year  over  last  is  due  to  these  preventable  deaths,  four  of  which 
were  due  to  whooping  cough,  and  three  to  diarrhoea.  It  is  coining  to  be  understood  that  when  an  infant  dies  from  a  cause  which  could  have 
been  prevented,  there  is  blame  attached  to  someone.  It  may  be  to  the  mother,  who  is  ignorant  even  of  the  need  to  apply  for  help,  or  it  may 
be  to  the  local  authority  for  permitting  such  ignorance. 

Whooping  Cough. — This  is  referred  to  under  infectious  diseases  in  another  part  of  my  Report.  It  is  not  infrequently  caused  by  the 
intentional  or  careless  exposure  of  the  infants,  many  mothers  having  the  idea  that  whooping  cough  is  trivial  and  inevitable,  and  the  sooner 
the  baby  gets  over  it  the  better.  The  fact  of  a  child  having  whooping  cough  is  looked  upon  in  a  very  light  manner,  and  tbe  child  practically 
left  to  get  well  itself.  The  result,  in  many  instances,  is  that  the  child  recovers,  but  in  other  cases  the  seeds  of  future  lung  trouble  are  sown, 
which  in  time  produces  bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  often  with  fatal  results.  Everybody  knows  what  happens  to  an  india-rubber  ball  when 
blown  up  almost  to  bursting  point  -  it  loses  its  power  of  contraction.  A  very  similar  effect  is  produced  upon  the  air  cells  of  the  lungs  when 
children  have  whooping  cough,  and  many  tracts  of  lung  tissue  have  been  rendered  useless  for  respiratory  purposes  from  the  fact  that  during 
infancy  an  attack  of  whooping  cough  has  been  systematically  neglected. 

Infantile  Diarrhoea. — During  the  year  three  deaths  were  ascribed  to  diarrhoea  and  other  forms  of  enteritis  ;  one  was  six  months  old  and 
two  (a  twin)  were  one  month  old.  All  these  were  hand-fed  children.  As  I  have  appointed  out  in  previous  reports,  the  main  factor  with 
which  this  disease  is  always  associated  are  dryness  and  a  high  temperature,  and  the  disease  is  most  prevalent  in  hot,  dry  summers,  the 
majority  of  the  cases  being  always  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year,  comparison,  therefore,  between  the  Meteorological  Statistics  for  1907  and 
1908  for  the  third  quarter  of  the  year  should  be  of  interest. 

This  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : 


Where  observed. 

Meteorological  data. 

1907. 

1908. 

H.M.  Breakwater 

Mean  Temperature  for  July 

58-2  deg. 

60-64  deg. 

„  ,,  August 

60  deg. 

60-56  deg. 

»» 

,,  ,,  September  .. 

Rainfall  in  Inches  for  J  uly 

58-7  deg. 

56-78  deg. 

»> 

1-83  ins. 

1-80  ins. 

»» 

„  „  August 

1-09  „ 

1-58  „ 

»» 

„  ,,  September  . . 

•83  „ 

3-61  „ 

It  will  be  noticed  that  as  regards  temperature  and  rainfall,  the  two  years  are  very 

similar,  with  the  exception  of  the  rainfall  in  the  month 

of  September,  and  1907  did  not  offer  less  favourable  conditions  than  1908.  Flies  probably  play  a  part  in  the  transmission  of  the  disease,  and 
they  were  certainly  conspicuously  more  numerous  during  the  present  year,  which  will  be  referred  to  in  another  part  of  my  Report.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  of  infantile  diarrhoea,  the  infection  is  acquired  through  the  food  of  the  infant.  The 
disease  is  associated  with  improper  and  dirty  feeding,  combined  with  an  absence  of  proper  means  for  preventing  food  infection.  Year  after 
year  I  have  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  tbe  mortality  is  confined  to  infants  brought  up  by  hand,  and  not  fed  on  their  natural  food — 
their  mothers’  milk.  If  it  is  necessary  to  resort  to  artificial  feeding,  it  must  be  properly  carried  out,  and  with  a  due  sense  of  the  possibilities 
of  danger  to  the  child,  and  how  to  prevent  them.  In  previous  reports  I  have  dealt  with  the  evils  of  the  long  tube  bottle,  and  every  effort  has 
been  made  in  a  number  of  directions  to  try  and  induce  parents  to  use  a  short  tube  bottle  instead  of  the  abominable  long  tube  variety.  I  am 
pleased  to  state  that  from  personal  observation  (although  I  can  give  no  figures)  a  marked  improvement  has  taken  place. 

During  the  year  I  have  given  personal  instruction  to  many  of  the  monthly  nurses,  and  their  influence  has  been  considerable  in  getting 
mothers  to  suckle  their  babies.  Cards  and  pamphlets  giving  simple  advice  as  to  the  feeding  of  infants  have  continued  to  be  distributed  and 
sent  to  the  parents’  homes.  As  I  pointed  out  in  my  last  Report,  this  help  should  be  given  as  soon  as  possible,  as  many  of  the  children  are 
dead  before  we  receive  notifications  of  the  birth.  As  shown  in  Table  V.,  eight  of  the  deaths,  i.e.,  34  per  cent.,  were  babies  under  one  month 
old.  In  February  I  made  a  special  report  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  ou  the  adoption  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act.  1907,  and  suggested 
the  appointment  of  a  female  sanitary  inspector,  but  such  appointment  did  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Committee  or  Council.  Failing 
this,  I  had  already  suggested  that  our  present  Sanitary  Inspector  (apart  altogether  from  the  Notification  of  Births  Act)  should  investigate 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  homes  where  the  children  were  born,  make  enquiries  as  to  the  feeding,  and  where  there  was  any  departure  from 
natural  feeding,  I  myself  would  visit  and  give  the  necessary  instructions.  In  this  manner  valuable  records  could  be  obtained.  Neither  did 
this  suggestion  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Committee  or  Council.  There  seemed  to  bo  an  impression  amongst  the  members  that  in  the 
carrying  out.  of  the  Act  there  was  danger  of  intrusion  or  of  unwelcome  interference  in  the  homes  of  the  poor.  There  was  no  such  intention. 
The  position  could  be  clearly  defined,  and  every  labourer’s  cottage  v’ould  have  as  much  right  to  privacy  as  any  lady’s  drawing  room.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  take  measures  to  prevent  sickness  and  death,  and  there  cau  be  no  doubt  that  the  adoption  of  this  Act 
would  be  a  very  valuable  means  of  preventing  the  loss  of  many  infant  lives.  For  some  years  I  have  strongly  advocated  that  the  elder  girls 
attending  our  elementary  schools  should  be  instructed  in  such  subjects  as  household  management,  simple  cooking,  cleanliness,  sick  nursing, 
and  the  care  and  feeding  of  infants  ;  aud  I  pointed  out  that  these  subjects  could  be  substituted  for  others  of  much  less  practical  and  vital 
value.  The  County  Council  is,  unfortunately,  the  Local  Education  Authority,  and  I  hat  body  has  not  yet  had  the  advice  and  guidance  of  a 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  so  my  suggestion  might  as  well  not  have  been  made,  it  is  an  astonishing  fact  that  although  on  the  treatment 
of  offspring  depend  their  lives  or  deaths,  yet  not  one  word  of  instruction  is  ever  given  to  those  who  will  one  day  be  mothers.  The  fate  of 
their  children  is  left  to  the  chance  of  unreasoning  customs  joined  with  the  suggestions  of  ignorant  nurses  or  the  prejudiced  counsels  of 
grandmothers. 


The  notifications  were  as  follows 


Prevalence  of  Disease  Notifications. 


Diphtheria  . . 

Scarlet  fever 
Enteric  fever 
Erysipelas  . . 

Total  . .  35 


The  notification  rate  was,  therefore,  2-8  per  1000.  The  rate  for  the  two  previous  years  were  13  5  aud  4‘16  per  1000. 
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The  following  notifications  were  received  during  the  year  by  me  from  the  Medical  Officers 
and  the  Military  Hospital : — 


of  the  Royal  Naval  Hospital,  H.M.  Prison, 


Diphtheria 
Scarlet  fever  . . 
Enteric  fever  . . 
Erysipelas 
Measles 


Royal 

Naval  Hospital. 
0 
6 
5 
0 
1 


Military 

Hospital. 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 


H.M. 

Prison. 

4 

6 

0 

1 

1 


In  Table  III.  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases  are  tabulated  in  detail  for  1908,  whilst  in  the  two  following  tables  the  number  of  cases 
notified  since  1899,  and  the  deaths  from  the  chief  infectious  diseases  are  recorded  : — 


1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

Small-pox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

2 

59 

59 

7 

8 

32 

6 

2 

16 

8 

Diphtheria  . . 

12 

8 

7 

0 

1 

5 

9 

169 

29 

21 

Croup 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Typhoid 

48 

21 

8 

1 

0 

1 

5 

3 

0 

3 

Erysipelas  . . 

12 

27 

11 

10 

17 

9 

14 

2 

6 

3 

Puerperal  fever 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

•75 

117 

85 

19 

27 

48 

35 

176 

52 

35 

Deaths. 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Diphtheria&Croup  3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

O 

0 

4 

10 

2 

2 

Typhoid  fever 

7 

3 

5 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Puerperal  fever 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Measles 

0 

9 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

4 

2 

2 

0 

1 

4 

14 

0 

4 

Phthisis 

10 

9 

8 

10 

4 

0 

10 

9 

9 

11 

Small-pox.—  No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  means  of  controlling  this  disease  are  vaccination,  re-vaccination,  isolation, 
and  disinfection.  The  first  two  of  these  means  would  undoubtedly  protect  the  whole  community  if  properly  carried  out.  Unfortunately 
the  law  does  not  compel  vaccination  and  re-vaccination,  so  year  by  year  we  are  having  an  increasing  number  of  susceptible  persons  ready  to 
contract  the  disease  and  infect  others.  At  present  v’e  are  without  any  permanent  structure  for  the  isolation  of  small-pox  cases,  but  a 
hospital  tent  with  two  beds  and  nurses’  accommodation  is  available  when  necessary.  A  permanant  structure  could  be  used  for  an  isolation 
home  for  ‘ 1 2 3 4 5 6 7  carrier”  cases  of  diphtheria  when  not  required  for  small-pox  cases. 

Diphtheria. — During  the  year  21  cases  were  notified,  occurring  amongst  18  different  families.  The  cases  were  distributed  as  follows:  — 


First  Quarter 

Underhill. 

0 

Tophill. 

4 

Total. 

4 

Second  ,, 

2 

0 

2 

Third  ,, 

1 

0 

1 

Fourth  ,, 

9 

5 

14 

12 

9 

21 

In  the  fourth  quarter  six  cases  were  notified  from  H.M.  Prison  Quarters,  occurring  amongst  three  families.  With  three  exceptions,  all 
the  cases  notified  were  school  children,  the  exceptions  comprising  two  adults,  in  the  Tophill  district,  and  one  child,  aged  2|  years,  in  the 
Underhill  district.  None  of  the  cases  occurring  amongst  either  the  civil  or  prison  populations  were  removed  to  the  hospital— they  were 
isolated  in  their  own  homes  until  their  throats  were  free  from  bacilli.  There  were  two  deaths,  one  of  which  occurred  iu  the  Prison  Quarters, 
which  gives  a  case  mortality  of  7 -4  per  cent, 

The  same  system  of  dealing  with  diphtheria  (with  the  exception  of  prophylactic  use  of  antitoxin,  which  is  now  only  used  in  special 
cases)  has  been  practised  since  1906,  when  an  extensive  outbreak  occurred. 

(1)  A  bacteriological  diagnosis  in  regard  to  suspected  and  doubtful  cases  of  diphtheria  can  be  obtained  by  every  medical  man  practising 
in  the  district. 

(2)  The  patient  is  isolated  (generally  at  home),  and  disinfection  of  the  house  is  carried  out  when  the  case  is  free  from  bacilli. 

(3)  Bacteriological  examination  of  children  in  the  same  house,  or  of  those  who  have  been  in  contact,  as  well  as  children  of  the  same  class 
in  the  school. 

(4)  The  isolation  of  all  persons  shewing  the  presence  of  diphtheria  bacilli  (KL),  although  they  shew  no  clinical  signs  of  disease. 

(5)  When  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria  occurs  in  a  school,  cases  shewing  the  presence  of  Hoffman’s  bacilli  are  excluded. 

(6)  Children  from  an  infected  home  are  excluded  from  day  school  and  Sunday  school. 

(7)  A  supply  of  antitoxin  is  maintained  by  the  Council,  which  is  available  for  poor  patients. 
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Only  142  per  cent  of  contacts  in  the  homes  were  found  to  be  infected,  whilst  the  proportion  amongst  contacts  in  the  sohools  would 
appear  to  be  greater.  The  following  shews  the  result  of  examination  of  suspected  classes  during  the  year  :  — 


Date. 

Name  of  School. 

No.  of  Children 
Examined. 

Diphtheri 

Kleb  Loffler. 

i  Bacilli. 

Hoffman 

Jan.  13th  . . 

Easton 

39 

2 

4 

Sept.  29th  . . 

F.W.  Wesleyan 

28 

0 

2 

Dec.  11th 

Grove 

78 

2 

6 

,,  14th 

F.W.  Wesleyan 

51 

4 

2 

„  17th  .. 

Grove 

49 

2 

3 

„  18th  . . 

F.W.  Wesleyan 

150 

i 

0 

It  would  appear  that  as  the  result  of  school  examinations  during  the  year,  11  children  were  found  with  virulent  organisms  in  their 
throats.  These  children  were  not  obviously  “  suffering  ”  from  diphtheria,  they  were  “  carrying  ”  it,  and  the  absence  of  clinical  symptoms 
renders  them  all  the  more  subtly  dangerous,  because  parents  naturally  resent  securing  medical  attention  for  children  who  to  all  appearances 
are  perfectly  well.  Two  of  these  cases,  however,  afterwards  developed  veil-marked  clinical  diphtheria.  I  question  whether  the  term 
“  carriers  ”  should  rightly  be  applied  to  all  these  11  cases,  as  three  of  them  were  actually  experiencing  derangement  of  health,  especially  as 
to  heart  condition,  which  the  parents  had  ascribed  to  worms  or  indigestion  ;  and  again  in  some  cases  there  was  the  history  of  a  “  cold  ”  a 
few  weeks  previously,  which  might  probably  have  been  a  mild  attack  of  diphtheria.  Illustration  of  the  spread  of  diphtheria  by  a  case  of 
the  latter  kind  might  be  instanced.  W.G.,  aged  24  years,  was  notified  on  December  9th,  and  found  to  be  suffering  from  a  well-marked 
attack  of  clinical  diphtheria.  The  other  inmates  of  the  house  were  examined,  but  were  found  to  be  free  from  diphtheria  bacilli.  A  sister 
who  attended  one  of  the  infected  schools  (but  who  resided  at  another  house)  and  had  been  in  contact  was  examined,  with  the  result  that 
diphtheria  bacilli  were  found  in  her  throat.  She  had  a  “  cold  ”  a  few  weeks  previously,  but  had  regularly  attended  school. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  diphtheria  bacilli  are  present  in  the  throats  of  the  ordinary  healthy  population.  In  1906  I  examined  50 
children  in  a  school  from  which  no  case  of  diphtheria  had  been  notified  during  the  year,  and  found  two  children  with  bacilli  in  their  throats 
indistinguishable  from  Kleb  Loftier  bacilli.  These,  however,  were  afterwards  found  by  Professor  Hewlett  to  be  non-virulent.  Recent 
researches  demonstrates  this  very  clearly.  In  Graham-Smith’s  table  only  18,  or  less  than  -2  per  cent  of  non-exposed  persons  were  found 
to  be  harbouring  virulent  diphtheria  bacilli,  whilst  in  exposed  persons  in  whom  diphtheria  bacilli  were  found,  over  80 per  cent  were  fully  virulent. 

Special  action  in  relation  to  infected  schools. — The  correspondents  of  both  schools  have  been  written  to,  and  the  assistance  and  co¬ 
operation  of  the  teachers  requested.  Attention  has  been  called  to  the  ventilation  of  both  schools.  It  was  urged  that  each  child  should  have  its 
own  book  and  pencil,  and  that  the  teachers  should  see  that  the  children  were  not  allowed  to  suck  their  pencils.  Pencils  and  books  of  infect¬ 
ed  children  were  to  be  at  once  destroyed.  I  pointed  out  to  the  teachers  the  great  necessity  of  keeping  the  children  some  distance  apart,  and 
that  the  children  should  not  be  allowed  to  become  “  huddled  ”  together.  Absentees  have  been  systematically  visited.  During  the  holidays 
the  schools  have  been  thoroughly  cleansed  and  disinfected. 

Scarlet  Fever. — During  the  year  eight  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  occurring  amongst  seven  families,  five  of  the  cases  belonging 
to  the  Underhill  district  and  three  to  the  Tophill  district.  As  a  rule  it  was  impossible  to  trace  the  source  of  infection.  The  majority  of  the 
cases  were  quite  mild,  and  in  several  tile  diagnosis  was  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty.  It  is  undoubtedly  these  mild  cases  (which  are  often 
unrecognised)  that  make  the  control  of  scarlet  fever  so  difficult.  Just  as  in  diphtheria,  no  one  can  be  certain  from  clinical  signs  alone  when  a 
case  of  scarlet  fever  is  free  from  infection,  and  in  the  latter  no  bacteriological  examination  is  available.  Hospital  isolation  plays  a  very  small 
part  in  preventing  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  I  consider  much  more  good  would  be  obtained  by  a  systematic  examination  of  the  contacts 
in  the  homes  or  at  the  schools.  Scarlet  fever  is  not  spread  so  much  by  cases  with  well-marked  clinical  signs  as  by  cases  which  remain 
undetected.  As  soon  as  a  case  of  scarlet  fever  is  notified,  I  examine  the  contacts  of  the  home  and  the  school. 

Typhoid  Fever.  —Three  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  notified  in  the  Underhill  district  on  October  1st,  6th,  and  9th.  These  cases  were 
from  the  first  very  obscure,  and  were  looked  on  as  paratyphoid  ;  two  of  them,  however,  gave  a  positive  widal  to  bacillus  typhosus,  and  neither 
case  reacted  to  paratyphoid  bacilli.  All  three  cases  had  only  one  article  of  diet  in  common  likely  to  produce  infection,  vi2,.  :  milk.  Two  of 
them  had  their  milk  from  the  same  vendor,  whose  cowshed  is  situated  in  the  Weymouth  Rural  District,  and  I  found  on  enquiry  that  it  was 
not  uncommon  for  this  vendor  to  supply  another  milk  seller  with  small  quantities  from  time  to  time.  This  latter  milk  seller  supplied  the 
remaining  case  with  milk  On  September  the  11th,  14th,  and  19th,  two  officers  and  a  servant  in  the  wardroom  of  one  of  H.M.  Ships  were 
removed  into  the  Naval  Hospital  suffering  1'om  typhoid  fever.  The  Fleet  Surgeon  of  the  ship  kindly  informed  me  that  they  had  been  in 
harbour  for  five  weeks,  and  that  the  water  supply,  drainage,  etc.,  of  the  ship  had  been  carefully  examined,  but  no  cause  could  be  discovered. 
He  believed  the  disease  was  due  to  an  infected  food  supply.  The  wardroom  of  the  ship  was  supplied  with  milk  from  a  milk  vendor  (M.)  whose 
farm  is  situated  in  the  Borough  of  Weymouth.  It  appeared  to  me  that  all  six  cases  had  a  common  origin.  With  the  permission  of  the 
occupier,  I  visited  the  cowshed,  the  milk  from  which  was  involved  in  the  Portland  case,  but  could  not  ascertain  any  specific  cause  of  infection. 
None  of  the  milkers  had  been  ill,  and  no  cases  of  typhoid  had  been  notified  in  proximity  to  the  shed. 

I  learned  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Weymouth  that  M.’s  milk  was  derived  from  seven  different  sources,  which  I  will  call  A, 
B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G;  Farm  A  alone  being  situated  in  the  Borough  of  Weymouth,  where  no  cases  of  typhoid  had  been  notified.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  Weymouth  Rural  District  informed  me  that  some  suspicious  cases  had  occurred  in  the  neighbourhood  of  one  of  the  Sheds 
B,  and  I  further  learned  that  it  was  not  uncommon  for  an  interchange  of  milk  to  take  place  between  this  farm  and  the  vendor  whose  milk 
was  involved  in  the  Portland  case.  The  whole  of  the  evidence  is  indefinite  and  inconclusive.  The  difficulties  in  connection  with  tracing 
disease  to  suspected  milk  supplies  outside  one’s  own  area  are  practically  insurmountable.  1  have  very  little  doubt  but  that  the  three  cases 
notified  in  my  district  were  due  to  infected  milk— all  the  three  cases  had  the  same  milk  supply,  and  all  had  partaken  freely  (two  to  three 
pints  each  day)  of  unboiled  milk  for  some  months  previous  to  their  illness. 

Surface  Wells  in  the  Underhill  District. 

In  connection  with  this  outbreak,  I  had  samples  of  water  taken  from  the  different  wells  in  the  Underhill  district.  The  following  is  the 
result  of  a  bacteriological  analysis  : 
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Report  on  four  Samples  of  Water  receited  from  Dr.  Howard,  Portland,  on  December,  2nd,  1908. 

Tliete  samples  had  been  packed  in  ice,  and  their  examination  was  commenced  immediately  on  receipt. 

Sample  No.  I.  (Fortune’s- Well) — Surface  spring  issuing  from  under  an  house,  which  is  about  15  feet  from  the  well. 

The  water  contained  a  good  deal  of  suspended  matter. 

1.  The  number  of  organisms  developing  on  a  gelatin  plate  at  20  deg.  c.  averaged  4000  per  c.c.  (about  1G  drops),  of  which  half  were 
liquifying  forms. 

2.  The  number  of  organisms  developing  on  an  agar  plate  at  37  deg.  c.  averaged  3000  per  c.c. 

3.  Typical  bacillus  coli  was  present  in  10  c.c.,  but  not  in  1  c.c. 

I  consider  this  sample  to  be  undoubtedly  polluted  and  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 

Sample  No.  II.  (Fortune’s- Well) — From  a  well  fed  from  a  surface  spring.  Houses  within  6  feet. 

The  water  was  clear  and  free  from  suspended  matter. 

1.  The  number  of  organisms  developing  on  a  gelatin  plate  at  20  deg.  c.  averaged  500  per  c.c. 

2.  The  number  of  organisms  developing  on  an  agar  plate  at  37  deg.  c.  averaged  40  per  c.c. 

3.  The  bacillus  coli  was  present  in  10  c.c.,  but  not  in  1  c.c. 

This  sample  is  somewhat  better  quality  than  No.  I.,  but  it  is  also  probably  polluted  and  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 

Sample  No.  III.  (High  Street)— From  tauk  probably  fed  from  the  same  supply  as  Nos  I.  and  II. 

The  water  was  clear  and  free  from  suspended  matter. 

1.  The  number  of  organisms  developing  on  a  gelatin  plate  at  20  deg.  c.  averaged  50  per  c.c. 

2.  The  number  of  organisms  developing  on  an  agar  plate  at  37  deg.  c.  averaged  45  per  c.c. 

The  bacillus  coli  was  present  in  20  c.c.  but  not  in  10  c.c. 

Sample  No.  IV.  (Chiswell  Tank) — From  a  Tank  fed  from  a  surface  spring  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant. 

The  water  was  clear  and  free  from  suspended  matter. 

1.  The  number  of  organisms  developing  on  a  gelatin  plate  at  20  deg.  e  averaged  100  per  c.c. 

2.  The  number  of  organisms  developing  on  an  agar  plate  at  37  deg.  c.  averaged  80  per  c.c. 

The  bacillus  coli  was  present  in  20  c.c.,  but  not  in  10  c.c. 

Samples  III  <&  IV  are  both  unsatisfactory  and  should  be  used  for  drinking  purposes  only,  if  an  examination  of  their  sources,  etc.,  shews  there 
is  no  risk  of  pollution.  Sample  III  is  perhaps  slightly  better  than  IY. 

(Signed)  R.  Tanner  Hewlett,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P. 

Professor  of  Bacteriology,  King’s  College,  London. 

These  wells  are  all  situated  in  the  blue  clay,  which  is  not  more  than  a  few  feet  from  the  surface  in  the  Underhill  district.  The  water  in 
every  case  passes  through  a  sewage-sodden  soil,  and  previous  to  the  introduction  of  a  proper  water  supply  was  the  cause  year  by  year  of  an 
outbreak  of  typhoid  fever.  In  1899,  48  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  notified,  and  your  late  Medical  Officer  reported  as  follows : — “  The 

different  wells  in  use  in  the  Underhill  district,  where  70  per  cent,  of  the  cases  occurred,  have  all  been  condemned  on  chemical  analysis  at  one 

time  or  another,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  thatas  soon  as  the  Upway  water  supply  is  in  perfect  working  order,  the  Council  will  order  the  closing  of 
these  wells.”  Much  feeling  was  aroused  against  my  predecessors  in  the  past  when  they  pointed  out  these  wells  as  the  cause  of  the  mischief. 
The  people  in  the  Underhill  district  inclined  to  the  belief  that  these  outbreaks  of  typhoid  were  caused  by  wind  or  atmospheric  changes,  and 
folding  their  hands  in  pious  resignation,  allowed  the  outbreaks  to  burn  themselves  out,  leaving  many  reminders  of  their  ravages  in  ourchurch- 
yard  as  they  passed  by.  Now  all  this  is  changed.  We  have  no  longer  our  autumnal  epidemics  of  typhoid.  A  wholesome  supply  of  water 
has  now  been  provided  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  at  a  considerable  expense.  Yet  some  of  the  inhabitants  are  so  misguided  as  to  still 
continue  to  take  their  water  from  these  old  polluted  scources  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes.  These  well3  must  always  remain  a 
constant  source  of  dangei,  for  at  any  time  they  may  become  specifically  polluted.  I  have  advised  the  Sanitary  Committee  that  the  only  safe 
course  is  to  apply  for  an  order  under  Section  70,  P. H.A.,  1875,  to  close  the  wells.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  in  January,  it  was  decided 
to  affix  notices  that  the  water  is  unfit  for  drinking  purposes,  and  not  to  take  any  further  action. 

Non-Notifiable  infectious  Diseases. 

Whooping  Cough. — During  the  year  four  deaths  occurred  from  whooping  cough  ;  no  death  was  recorded  in  1907.  Whooping  cough 
was  chiefly  prevalent  during  the  fourth  quarter  in  both  Tophill  and  Underhill  districts.  Only  10  cases  were  notified  to  me  from  the  Schools, 
whilst  from  other  sources  I  learnt  that  the  number  of  cases  was  at  least  100.  It  it  most  unfortunate  that  a  system  of  school  notifications  is 
not  properly  kept  up,  and  that  the  School  Attendance  Officer  is  not  under  the  control  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  These  matters  have 
been  the  subject  of  a  previous  report  to  the  Council,  but  as  the  Local  Education  Authority  is  the  proper  authority  to  enforce  them,  no  action 
could  be  taken.  In  many  instances,  if  I  had  the  requisite  information,  the  infants’  department  could  be  closed,  and  probably  many 
children’s  lives  might  be  saved.  Of  the  whooping  cough  deaths,  all  four  were  under  one  year  of  age.  The  same  feature  is  to  be  noticed  here 
as  in  previous  years —  the  older  children  acquire  the  disease,  the  baby  catches  it,  and  in  a  number  of  instances  dies.  Very  little  can  be  doue 
to  prevent  the  disease  spreading  from  other  children  in  the  family  to  the  infants  at  home,  since  means  of  isolation  are  usually  very  limited. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  parents  do  not  regard  this  disease  sufficiently  seriously,  and  very  often  they  take  no  means  at  all  to  prevent 
infection  from  one  member  of  the  family  to  another.  To  prevent  the  spread  of  whooping  cough  and  to  prevent  these  lamentable  deaths, 
attention  has  largely  to  be  concentrated  upon  preventing  the  children  acquiring  the  disease  at  school,  and  so  starting  it  in  the  home.  This 
disease  is  very  difficult  to  control,  and  the  greatest  success  is  to  be  looked  for  when  prompt  notification  of  the  first  cases  in  a  school  are  made, 
and  these  aie  promptly  isolated.  This,  with  careful  exclusion  of  all  the  children  in  the  affected  classes  who  shew  any  signs  of  cold,  is 
sometimes  very  successful  in  preventing  an  outbreak. 
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Chicken  Pox. — Chicken  Pox  has  been  prevalent  in  the  Tophill  district,  but  there  has  been  no  interference  to  any  extent  with  school 
attendance. 

Midwives  Act. — The  County  Council  delegated  its  powers  under  this  Act  to  the  Urban  District  Council,  and  the  latter  body  is  now  the 
Local  Supervising  Authority.  There  are  no  registered  midwives  in  the  district,  and  no  notice  has  been  given  under  Section  10  of  the 
Midwives  Act  by  any  midwife  as  to  her  intention  to  practice.  Over  80  per  cent,  of  the  cases  of  childbirth  are  attended  by  medical 
practitioners  ;  the  remainder  are  attended  by  neighbours  or  by  women  calling  themselves  monthly  nurses.  It  is  of  great  importance  to 
decide  whether  a  woman  is  acting  as  a  monthly  nurse  or  as  a  midwife,  and  in  the  year  1910  that  importance  will  be  very  widely  extended. 
In  March,  the  cause  of  death  of  an  infant,  aged  three  days,  was  inquired  into  by  the  Coroner,  and  it  was  discovered  that  the  mother  was 
attended  by  a  nurse  who  habitually  called  herself  a  midwife.  The  jury  censured  the  woman,  and  tne  case  was  reported  by  me  to  the  Council 
who  decided  that  she  should  be  warned  of  the  risk  she  was  incurring,  and  if  the  offence  was  repeated  that  she  would  be  severely  dealt  with. 
During  the  year  a  second  circular  letter  was  sent  to  all  the  monthly  nurses  practising  in  the  district  pointing  out  to  them  the  provisions  of 
the  Midwives  Act. 

Tubercular  Disease. — During  the  year  11  deaths  from  phthisis  and  three  from  other  varieties  of  tubercular  disease  were  registered  in  the 
district.  The  deaths  from  consumption  and  other  varieties  of  tuberculosis  for  the  past  six  years  are  set  out  in  the  following  table  : 


Year. 

Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  from 
Phthisis. 

Deaths  from 
other  varieties 
of  Tuberculosis. 

Death  Rate  from 
Phthisis  and  other 
varieties  of  Tuberculosis. 

1903 

8 

4 

4 

•57 

1904 

12 

9 

3 

•88 

1905 

12 

10 

2 

•88 

1906 

11 

9 

2 

•84 

1907 

14 

9 

5 

1-12 

1908 

14 

11 

3 

1-12 

This  table  shows  that  the  death-rate  from  phthisis  and  other  varieties  of  tuberculosis  is  the  same  as  that  of  last  year,  whilst  the  number 
of  deaths  from  phthisis  has  increased.  It  would  also  appear  from  the  table  that  instead  of  declining,  the  death-rate  has  increased  during  the 
past  two  years.  Year  by  year  consumption  has  its  terrible  death  roll,  and  causes  as  many  deaths  as  the  whole  group  of  ordinary  infectious 
diseases,  with  this  imporlant  difference  that  the  deaths  from  acute  infectious  diseases  (with  the  exception  of  enteric  fever)  occur  during 
school  life,  whilst  the  great  majority  of  deaths  from  consumption  occur  during  the  working  period  of  life.  The  average  duration  of  a  fatal 
case  may  be  taken  as  three  or  four  years,  and  if  the  bread  winner  should  happen  to  be  affected,  bis  family  during  that  period  are  often 
reduced  to  the  direst  poverty.  If  to  this  poverty  is  added  ill-ventilated  and  crowded  dwellings,  the  other  members  of  the  family  become 
more  liable  to  be  infected.  This  year  I  have  had  two  instances  where  two  other  members  of  each  family  were  attacked  in  each  case,  and 
these  may.  in  due  course,  originate  fresh  cases  of  consumption,  and  so  carry  on  the  vicious  circle.  This  is  what  is  commonly  described  as  a 
family  history  of  consumption,  and  means  simply  that  one  member  of  a  family  after  another  has  fallen  a  victim  to  the  protracted  infection 
thus  disseminated. 

Txiberculosis  as  a  'preventable  disease.— As  I  stated  in  my  last  Report,  we  have  two  lines  of  defence  ; 

(1)  To  improve  the  conditions  of  life  such  as  the  provision  of  good  drainage  and  improved  housing,  diminution  of  alcoholism,  etc., 

whilst  infection  from  milk  and  meat  must  be  carefully  guarded  against. 

(2)  To  provide  sanitaria  for  the  education,  treatment,  and  care  of  sufferers,  so  as  to  prevent  these  cases  from  acting  as  centres  for  the 

spread  of  infection. 

Under  the  first  heading  much  has  been  done  in  Portland,  but  this  cannot  obviate  the  necessity  for  more  direct  methods  against  the 
spread  of  consumption.  We  have  as  yet  no  sanitarium  for  the  reception  of  cases  either  locally  or  in  the  county,  but  a  praiseworthy 
suggestion  has  been  made  by  some  members  of  the  Weymouth  Board  of  Guardians,  viz.  that  one  of  the  disused  Coastguard  stations  should 
be  acquired  and  used  for  the  reception  of  poor  people  suffering  from  consumption.  So  far  no  definite  action  has  followed,  but  I  trust  the 
matter  will  not  be  allowed  to  drop.  The  amount  of  good  that  could  be  done  by  such  a  simple  measure,  as  far  as  isolation,  education,  and 
treatment  of  these  poor  sufferers  (at  no  very  great  cost  to  the  ratepayers)  would  be  incalculable.  During  the  year,  on  visiting  persons 
suffering  from  this  disease,  I  have  been  particularly  struck  with  the  wish  of  many  of  them,  especially  those  whose  malady  is  far  advanced, 
to  do  all  in  their  power  to  preveut  the  spread  of  the  disease.  They  know  the  suffering  they  undergo,  and  wish  that  other  people  should  be 
spared  having  the  same  trouble.  I  found  no  difficulty  in  explaining  to  them  where  the  special  danger  of  the  disease  spreading  was,  and  they 
willingly  undertook  to  take  every  precaution.  I  cannot  say  the  same  of  some  of  those  who  are  only  just  commencing,  or  in  whom  the 
complaint  has  not  had  time  to  develop.  They  seemed  to  think  it  would  get  well  of  itself,  and  that  precautions  were  not  at  all  necessary. 

As  I  stated  in  my  last  Report,  the  voluntary  notification  of  phthisis  has  been  a  failure.  The  new  Tuberculos!s  Regulations  makes  the 
notification  of  poor  persons  suffering  from  phthisis  compulsory.  A  compulsory  system  is  far  more  satisfactory,  as  it  relieves  medical  men 
of  tire  responsibility  by  making  it  something  they  must  do. 

Special  action  taken  : 

(1)  Bacteriological  examination  of  rputum  is  offered  free  to  medical  men  practising  in  the  district. 

(2)  The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  have  systematically  visited  the  slaughter-houses  and  meat  shops,  but  unfortunately  the 

meat  most  likely  to  cause  trouble  escapes  inspection. 

(3)  The  circulation  of  pamphlets  containing  simple  preventative  measures  has  been  continued  as  for  many  years  past. 

(4)  As  to  infection  from  milk,  this  source  is  not  guarded  against,  but  it  is  proposed  duiing  1909  to  have  the  milk  from  outside 

bacteriologically  examined  from  time  to  time. 
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Public  Elementary  Schools.— The  evils  of  divided  jurisdiction  are  well  exemplified  in  the  case  of  the  elementary  schools  at  Portland.  The 
Couuty  Council  is  the  Local  Lducaticn  Authority  for  Portland.  The  Urban  District  Council  have  no  control  whatever  beyond  that  of 
enforcing  school  attendance,  and  of  closing  the  schools  on  the  advice  of  their  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
reports  to  his  Council  as  to  the  existence  of  sanitary  defects  in  the  buildings  or  as  to  matters  affecting  the  health  of  the  children.  The 
Local  Education  Authority  are  probably  not  aware  that  such  reports  have  been  made. 

During  the  year  the  schools  have  beeu  systematically  visited  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases.  From  the  appearance  of  the 
children  in  some  of  the  classrooms,  there  was  obvious  overcrowding.  The  eight  square  feet  of  floor  apace  at  present  permitted  in  non- 
provided  schools  is  altogether  inadequate.  This  want  of  space  is  particularly  noticeable  in  the  infant  departments.  Even  when  a  number 
of  children  had  been  excluded,  I  noticed  that  the  children  were  still  kept  crowded  together,  some  desks  being  wholly  unoccupied.  This 
“  Huddling  ”  of  the  children  together  is  one  of  the  factors  iu  the  spread  of  diphtheria.  Entirely  separate  desks,  or  at  least  separate  seats, 
ought  to  be  provided  in  the  schools.  The  Board  of  Education  seem  to  discourage  single  desks  on  the  grounds  ol  expense,  and  according  to 
their  rules  permit  desks  12  feet  long,  and  eight  or  nine  children  are  packed  on  such  a  desk.  Is  it  any  wonder  under  these  circumstances 
that  the  schools  occasionally  serve  as  the  hot  beds  of  infectious  disease  ?  I  regret  to  find  that  slates  have  again  been  used  in  the  infant 
department  of  St.  John’s  School.  All  the  schools  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  public  water  supply.  It  will  be  seen  from  my  Report 
that  very  little  consideration  is  given  to  the  physical  conditious  of  the  children,  and  yet  iutense  interest  is  directed  to  their  spiritual  welfare. 
Grunted  that  the  latter  is  of  more  importance  than  the  former,  some  sense  of  proportion  should  be  kept,  and  the  health  and  physical 
condition  of  the  child  not  lost  sight  of. 

The  Education  (Administrative  Provisions)  Act,  1907,  which  came  into  force  January  1st,  1908,  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Local  Education 
Authority  to  provide  for  the  medical  inspection  of  children  at  the  public  elementary  schools.  The  objects  to  be  attained  are  of  the  utmost 
importance,  nnd  include,  as  explained  in  the  memorandum  of  the  Board  of  Education  :  (1)  the  securing  of  the  early  detection  of  unsuspected 
defects,  checking  incipient  maladies  at  their  outset,  etc.  ;  (2)  the  securing  of  better  sanitary  home  conditions,  and  thus  improved  physical 
condition  of  the  children  of  the  home  ;  (3)  obtaining  information  to  enable  the  system  of  education  to  be  adapted  and  modified  to  the  needs 
and  capacities  of  the  child.  To  carry  out  this  Act  the  County  Council  have  appointed  two  whole-time  officers.  No  medical  insuecticns  have 
taken  place  during  the  year.  The  Act  is  exceedingly  far-reaching,  aud  if  efficiently  worked,  great  improvement  in  the  health  of'  the  children 
is  likely  to  result  from  it. 


St.  John’s  School. 

Infants’  Department.— Lighting  defective,  ventilation  very  defective  when  windows  are  closed,  air  exits  have  been  provided,  but  as  yet 
no  air  inlets. 

Other  Departments. — No  cross  ventilation  in  either  boys’ or  girls’ room  ;  air  exits  have  beeu  provided,  but  there  are  no  fresh  air  inlets 
apart  from  windows.  The  boys’  classroom  is  heated  by  a  stove  which  dries  the  air,  giving  rise  to  unpleasant  sensations.  Another  feature  of 
this  method  of  heating  is  that  when  the  stove  is  heated  to  a  high  temperature,  carbonic  oxide — a  highly  poisonous  gas— is  given  off  to  the  air. 
Tobin’s  tubes  are  recommended  for  all  departments  of  this  school. 

Sanitary  arrangements. — Insufficient  lavatory  accommodation,  defective  paving  under  lavatory  basins  and  surrounding  area.  A  two-seat 
trough  closet  is  provided  for  over  300  children  (girls  and  infants),  the  light  and  ventilation  of  which  is  very  defective.  A  three-seat  trough 
closet  in  close  proximity  to  the  school  is  provided  for  nearly  200  boys,  the  light  and  ventilation  of  which  is  veiy  defective.  Inside  this  closet 
is  an  absorbent  stone  slab  which  acts  an  uriual.  I  understand  that  since  my  last  Report,  the  managers  have  submitted  plans  in  connection 
with  the  sanitary  arrangements  which  have  now  been  approved  by  the  Board  of  Education.  The  Managers  would  be  well  advised,  if  they  are 
continuing  the  trough  closet  system,  to  substitute  for  it  single  closets  (pedestal  pans),  each  with  its  own  flushing  cistern.  My  experience  of 
the  trough  closet  is  that  the  sides  of  the  trough  are  liable  to  become  foul  by  splashing,  and  if  not  periodically  cleaned  will  give  rise  to  a 
nuisance,  and  even  with  the  most  careful  management  it  is  practically  impossible  to  maintain  such  a  standard  of  cleanliness  as  can  be  secured 
where  single  closets  are  employed.  Further,  it  should  be  considered  a  necessary  part  of  a  child’s  education  how  to  use  and  not  to  abuse  an 
ordinary  water  closet.  One  lavatory  basin  to  20  scholars  should  be  regarded  as  a  minimum,  and  oue  to  10  scholars  is  desirable. 

Cloak  Rooms. — Ventilation  very  defective;  window  in  roof  not  made  to  open.  Communicate  directly  with  classroom. 

Wesleyan  School. 

Main  Room. — Fresh  air  inlets  at  floor  level,  which  may  give  rise  to  cold  feet,  and  in  addition  are  liable  to  become  fouled  by  dust  and 
sweepings  from  the  floor.  An  air  outlet  opens  into  a  false  roof.  As  the  plan  for  this  classroom  has  only  quite  recently  beeu  approved  by 
the  Board  of  Education,  I  should  like  to  call  attention  to  one  of  the  building  rules  issued  by  that  body  for  the  guidance  of  architects: 
“  Outlets  in  ceilings  must  not  open  into  a  false  roof,  but  must  be  properly  connected  with  some  form  of  extract  ventilator.” 

Standard  II.  and  III.  Rooms — Ventilation  very  defective  ;  no  fresh  air  inlets  apart  from  windows,  which  are  too  high.  An  air  outlet  has 
been  provided,  consisting  of  a  circular  slide  ventilator  with  four  small  holes,  which  are  insufficient.  Tobin’s  tubes  and  Boyle’s  extractors 
should  be  provided  for  each  room. 

S  andard  I.  Room. — No  air  inlets  apart  from  windows  provided.  For  an  air  outlet  there  is  a  slide  ventilator  (covered  with  fine  wire 
gauze),  which  is  insufficient.  Air  inlets  and  an  extractor  should  be  used. 

Sanitary  Arrangements.  —Yard  unpaved  ;  trough  closets  filthy,  urinal  smelling  offensively.  The  paving  outside  the  girls’  conveniences 
very  defective.  Proper  eaves  spouting  should  be  fixed,  and  a  gully  put  in  to  carry  away  the  surface  water. 

Cloak  Rooms.— Infants :  Ventilation  very  defective.  Main  cloak  room  :  Lavatory  basins  within  cloak  room,  waste  pipe  from  which  is 
connected  with  the  drain  within  the  room  ;  one  towel  changed  once  a  week. 

St.  George’s  School. 

Infanti  Room.  —Boyle’s  extractor  provided  ;  no  fresh  air  inlets  apart  from  windows,  which  are  too  high,  aud  when  they  are  closet) 
ventilation  is  very  defective.  Gallery  at  end  of  room  should  be  removed. 
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Class  Room. — Ventilation  and  heating  very  defective  ;  air  inlets  and  outlets  should  be  provided.  This  room  is  heated  by  a  closed  stove, 
to  which  the  same  remarks  can  be  applied  as  at  St.  John’s  School. 

The  temperature  during  the  winter  months  varies  from  35  deg.  F.  to  45  deg.  F.,  which  is  fat  too  low.  Boyle’s  extractors  have  been 
fitted  to  each  room  of  the  school  with  the  exception  of  the  classroom.  Air  inlets  should  also  be  provided. 

Sanitary  Arrangements. — No  lavatory  accommodation  has  been  provided,  and  this  is  a  matter  which  urgently  requires  attention.  Closet 
accommodation  is  insufficient,  but  otherwise  kept  clean. 

Easton  Schools. 

Babies’  Rooms. — Lighting  and  ventilation  very  defective. 

Main  Rooms. — Ventilation  very  defective.  An  air  extractor  has  been  provided  between  the  two  rooms  just  above  the  cross-beams. 
Owing  to  the  position  in  which  it  is  placed,  its  value  must  be  considerably  depreciated.  No  fresh  air  inlets  (apart  from  windows)  provided, 
unless  the  hole  in  the  wall  behind  a  hot  water  coil  can  be  considered  as  such.  All  the  fire  places  have  been  closed  up,  although  the  Board 
of  Education  in  their  building  rules  state  :  “When  schools  are  warmed  by  hot  water,  the  principle  of  direct  radiation  is  recommended.  In 
such  cases  open  fire  places  in  addition  are  useful  for  extra  warming  on  occasions,  and  their  flues  for  ventilation  always.”  The  efforts  made 
to  secure  proper  heating  and  ventilation  of  this  school  are  interesting,  and  may  be  summarised  as  follows  :  1st  stage — Gas  stoves  without  flues  ; 
2nd  stage— Close  stoves  which  dried  the  air,  and  which  undoubtedly  at  times  evolved  carbonic  oxide  ;  3rd  stage — Low  pressure  hot  water 
pipes  without  suitable  air  inlets  or  exits.  The  present  system  is  ill-planned  and  inadequate,  and  apparently  one  over  which  no  supervision 
has  been  exercised. 

Standard  1.  Room. — Badly  lighted  and  ventilated  ;  no  air  inlets  or  outlets. 

Cloak  Room. — Infants:  Ventilation  defective  ;  lavatory  basins  inside  room.  Main  cloak  room  :  No  ventilation  except  door,  and  an  inlet 
which  is  completely  covered  by  the  clothes.  Communicates  directly  with  classroom  ;  lavatory  basin  and  an  inspection  chamber  inside. 

Sanitary  Arrangements. — Boys’ Urinal :  Badly  lighted  and  ventilated,  end  smelling  very  offensively  within  a  few  yards  of  classroom. 
Trough  closets  :  Generally  filthy ;  walls  dirty. 

Grove  Schools. 

Infants’  Room. — Ventilation  and  heating  very  defective  ;  temperature  40  to  41  deg.  F. 

Class  Room. — Ventilation  defective  ;  temperature  47  deg.  F.  Gallery  should  be  removed. 

Other  Departments. — Ventilation  defective  ;  Tobin’sdubes  and  Boyle’s  extractors,  recommended,  and  the  galleries  in  boys’  and  girls’  rooms 
should  be  removed. 

Cloak  room  accommodation  is  insufficient. 

Sanitary  Arrangements.— No  lavatory  accommodation,  and  this  is  a  matter  which  urgently  requires  attention.  Trough  closets  general¬ 
ly  filthy ;  walls  and  woodwork  require  attention.  Boys’  urinal  offensive  ;  water  supply  out  of  repair  and  not  acting. 

I  understand  that  the  Managers  are  now  considering  plans  for  improving  the  ventilation  of  these  schools. 


General  Recommendations. 

Cleansing. — I  cannot  honestly  say  that  much  improvement  was  noticeable- since  my  last  Report,  as  I  stated  in  that  Report  it  would  be  easy 
to  get  proper  cleanliness  of  the  schools  if  the  responsibility  for  it  was  vested  in  the  headmasters,  and  the  caretakers  were  sufficiently  paid.  At 
present  the  caretakers  are  responsible  to  the  Managers,  and  it  does  not  seem  to  be  the  duty  of  anyone  to  see  that  the  work  is  properly  done. 
I  have  visited  the  schools  when  the  daily  “  cleaning”  is  finished,  and  have  found  an  atmosphere  like  a  fog.  The  dust  so  scattered  in  the  air 
settles  down  on  floors,  desks,  shelves,  walls,  etc.,  and  adds  to  the  general  dirtiness  and  unhealthiness  of  the  school.  It  would  be  preferable 
to  clean  it  thoroughly  once  a  week  than  to  go  through  such  a  farce  as  is  represented  by  the  daily  “  cleaning.”  Dust  should  be  regarded  as  a 
most  potent  cause  of  ill-health,  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  prevent  a  dusty  atmosphere  in  the  schools.  The  floors  should  be  scrubbed 
out  once  a  month  instead  of  once  or  twice  a  year.  The  daily  cleaning  should  be  carried  out  with  all  the  windows  and  doors  widely  open. 
The  floors  should  first  be  liberally  sprinkled  with  wet  sawdust,  and  a  wet  broom  should  always  be  used.  Desks  and  seats  rapidly  accumulate 
o-rease  and  dirt.  Regular  cleaning  is  necessary  if  it  is  desired  that  they  should  not  become  dangerous  to  health.  Every  desk  and  seat  should 
be  thoroughly  cleaned  with  paraffin  oil  during  each  of  the  three  vacations.  The  walls  should  also  be  thoroughly  cleaned  at  the  same  intervals, 
and  it  may  be  necessary  to  wipe  them  over  more  frequently  as  high  as  the  scholars  can  reach. 

Urinals. — There  is  no  excuse  whatever  for  the  condition  in  which  these  were  found,  as  there  is  a  plentiful  public  water  supply. 

Trough  Closets. — These  were  generally  foul-smelling  and  in  a  filthy  condition.  All  kinds  of  closets  are  likely,  however,  to  become  a 
disgrace  unless  they  are  personally  inspected  by  the  headmaster  each  day.  Such  inspection  should  be  made  in  the  interests  of  the  school  and 
the  scholars.  It  is  really  an  important  part  of  the  child’s  education  that  decency  should  be  observed  in  these  places,  and  every  support 
should  be  given  to  the  teacher  who  sees  that  this  important  branch  of  the  cliild’s  education  is  not  neglected. 

Ventilation. — In  my  last  report  I  stated  :  “  It  is  very  necessary  in  these  rooms  without  through  ventilation  that  (a)  outlets  should  be 

provided  for  carrying  off  heated  or  impure  air  ;  (b)  means  for  admission  of  air  at  the  ordinary  temperature  should  be  provided  direct  from  the 
outer  air,  independent  of  windows  and  doors.”  Air  outlets  such  as  I  have  described  in  my  Report  have  been  fixed  at  St.  John’s,  St.  George’s, 
Easton,  and  Wesleyan  Schools,  but  no  fresh  air  inlets  have  as  yet  been  provided.  In  my  previous  Reports  I  have  pointed  out  in  connection 
with  infectious  diseases  particularly  diphtheria— that  the  risk  of  contagion  would  be  greatly  decreased  if  the  ventilation  of  our  schools  was 
brought  up  to  a  higher  standard.  Improved  ventilation  would  not  only  affect  this  by  simple  delution,  but  would  also  result  in  an  improved 
physical  condition  of  the  children,  so  that  they  would  not  be  so  liable  to  contract  any  disease.  Shutting  up  children  in  badly-ventilated  rooms 
brings  about  a  bodily  condition  which  offers  little  or  no  resistance  to  the  micro-organisms  of  disease.  Ten  square  feet  of  floor  space  should 
be  the  minimum  for  non- provided  as  well  as  provided  schools.  A  card  should  be  placed  in  each  room  giving  directions  as  to  ventilation,  and 
stating  the  number  of  scholars,  which  it  is  desirable  should  not  be  exceeded,  and  the  head  teacher  should  see  that  these  directions  are  carried  out. 

Heating.  —This  is  by  no  means  satisfactory.  A  low  pressure  hot  water  system  has  been  introduced  at  the  Easton  Schools,  and  by  which 
a  good  equable  temperature  of  55  deg.  F.  is  maintained  throughout  the  classrooms.  Thermometrical  records  have  been  kept  at  all  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  Grove,  Easton,  and  St.  John’s  Schools.  Grove  School  average  temperatures  (winter  months)  -45  deg.  to  48  deg.  F.  ;  infants 
41  deg.  to  45  deg.  F.  ;  St.  John’s—  49  deg.  to  58  deg.  F.  No  records  were  kept  at  the  Wesleyan  School.  These  records  speak  for  themselves. 
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Cloak  Rooms. — These  were  generally  very  inadequately  ventilated,  and  the  pegs  provided  for  the  hats  and  clothes  of  the  children  are  not 
numbered.  A  new  glass  roof  has  been  fixed  over  the  cloak  room  at  the  Easton  School  without  any  provision  in  it  for  ventilation. 

Infant  Schools. — In  these  schools  or  classrooms  it  must  be  realised  we  have  a  number  of  children  closely  aggregated  together  at  the  most 
highly  susceptible  ages  for  infection  by  the  ordinary  infectious  diseases.  The  advantages  of  education  cannot  be  realised  without  this 
disadvantage.  The  later  the  age  a  child  is  attacked  by  these  diseases,  the  less  danger  to  life  or  crippling  complications.  Hence  from  a 
public  health  point  of  view',  if  we  cannot  prevent,  we  ought  at  least  to  try  and  postpone  the  attack  to  as  late  an  age  as  possible.  In  this 
connection,  the  inadvisablity  of  permitting  children  under  five  years  attending  school  becomes  obvious.  Before  this  age  the  child  learns 
really  nothing  at  school,  whilst  it  is  more  liable  to  school  infectious  diseases,  and,  if  attacked,  more  liable  to  succumb  to  them.  Most  foreign 
countries  place  the  age  period  at  six,  seven,  or  even  higher.  The  Board  of  Education  fix  it  at  five  years,  with  a  minimum  as  low  as  three. 
I  have  on  many  occasions  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  my  opinion  the  attendance  of  these  young  children  at  school  is  detrimental 
to  them. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Very  little  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  a  system  of  school  notifications  of  infectious  diseases,  and  not  much  can  be 
expected  as  long  as  the  Sauitary  Authority  and  the  Local  Education  Authority  are  separate  and  distinct  bodies.  All  cases  of  measles 
whooping  cough,  mumps,  chicken  pox,  and  all  doubtful  cases  should  be  notified  by  the  head  teachers.  During  the  year  there  was  a  severe 
outbreak  of  whooping  cough;  only  two  teachers  notified  me,  the  total  notifications  amounting  to  10,  whilst  from  other  sources  I  learnt  there 
were  over  100  cases  in  the  district.  School  notification  is  very  valuable  as  far  as  suspicious  cases  are  concerned,  and  it  is  not  infrequently 
possible  in  this  way  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases.  To  be  a  success,  early  and  prompt  notifications  are  necessary.  I  have 
obtained  much  information  from  examining  school  registers  and  investigating  the  absentees.  It  is  impossible  to  say  how  far  these  diseases 
already  referred  to  are  prevalent  without  some  system  of  school  notifications,  and  it  would  also  enable  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
possess  definite  information  as  to  their  extent  and  distribution.  In  this  connection  it  is  most  unfortunate  that  the  Board  of  Education  have 
withdrawn  Article  I.  of  the  later  code,  which  allowed  the  grant  for  absentees  excluded  on  sanitary  grounds.  For  the  sake  of  an  increased 
grant  there  is  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  (whose  salaries  are  also  dependent  on  the  number  of  attendances)  to  keep  children  at 
school  who  are  not  in  a  fit  state  to  be  there,  either  on  account  of  their  own  condition,  or  because  they  are  liable  to  transmit  disease  to  others. 

Rainfall. — The  following  is  a  record  of  the  rainfall  and  wet  days  as  taken  at  H.M.  Breakwater,  Portland,  for  1908  : — 


Month. 

Rainfall. 

No.  of  wet  days. 

January 

•97 

12 

February 

1-51 

13 

March 

2-67 

13 

April 

2-08 

12 

May 

1-77 

18 

June 

•59 

4 

July 

1-80 

7 

August 

1-58 

11 

September 

3-61 

15 

October 

10-73 

18 

November 

1-31 

10 

December 

4-79 

19 

Totals 

33-41 

152 

For  these  figures,  as  well  as  the  thermometricai  records  given  under  Infantile  Mortality,  I  am  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  L.  Parr,  Esq., 
Superintending  Civil  Engineer,  H.M.  Breakwater. 

Water  Supply. — The  main  supply  is  obtained  from  a  deep  well  in  the  lower  chalk.  The  well  is  situated  in  Gould’s  Bottom,  near  the 
village  of  Upwey.  The  average  daily  consumption  during  1908  was  310,415  gallons,  an  increase  of  3’1  per  cent,  on  the  previous  year.  The 
situation  of  this  well  and  the  quality  of  the  water  leave  nothing  to  be  desired.  It  has,  however,  failed  to  yield  the  quantity  of  water  expected 
— about  240,000  gallons  per  day  is  now  the  maximum  yield.  The  reasons  assigned  for  the  failure  are  (1)  the  total  deficiency  in  the  rainfall 
for  a  series  of  years  has  not  been  made  up;  (2)  the  continuous  pumping  at  the  Dorchester  Waterworks  for  the  past  11  years  may  have  caused 
some  of  the  water  to  How  towards  that  well  rather  than  towards  Upwey.  In  order  to  make  up  for  the  deficiency,  the  Couucil  have  made  use 
of  a  well,  known  as  the  Lower  Well,  situated  within  100  yards  of  the  Upwey  Churchyard.  In  July,  1896,  a  letter  was  received  from  the 
Local  Government  Board  requesting  the  Council  to  at  once  discontinue  the  use  of  this  well,  and  refusiug  to  sanction  the  borrowing  of  any 
money  for  the  construction  of  waterworks  in  this  situation.  The  reason  assigned  for  this  action  was  the  “  possibility  of  contamination.”  I 
have  on  many  occasions  pointed  out  to  you  the  danger  of  using  water  from  this  source.  A  recent  chemical  analysis  shows  the  water  to  be  fit 
for  drinkiug  purposes,  but  let  me  remind  you  that  a  water  liable  to  contamination  is  far  more  dangerous  than  a  water  actually  polluted.  The 
Council  have  not  ignored  the  dauger  of  continuing  to  use  the  water  from  this  well,  aud,  acting  on  the  advice  of  Mr.  Baldwin  Lathom,  have 
decide  d  to  sink  a  well  in  the  Portesham  Valley.  Owing  to  certain  formalities  not  being  complied  with,  the  Local  Government  Board  refused 
their  sanction  to  the  sinking  of  a  trial  bore  hole.  These  formalities  have  now  been  complied  with,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  no  further  delay  will 
occur.  Let  me  again  remind  you,  as  I  have  in  my  previous  Reports,  to  seriously  consider  the  position  of  the  proposed  site  of  this  well,  which 
is  in  close  proximity  to  the  allotment  gardens,  and  not  to  hesitate  in  acquiring  an  area  sufficient  to  make  all  risk  of  contamination  an 
impossibility.  It  must  be  remembered  that  in  this  situation  you  are  not  dealing  with  a  chalk  water,  and  the  open  nature  of  the  strata  has 
to  be  considered. 

Subjoined  is  an  analysis  of  the  water  from  the  Higher  Well.  I  regret  permission  was  not  given  for  a  bacteriological  examination. 
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The  specimen  of  water  marked  Higher  Well,  received  here  on  11/11/08,  has  been  chemically  examined,  and  I  have  been  instructed  to 
forward  the  following  Report  thereon  : — 


Analysis. 
(Analysis  G). 


Colour  (in  two-foot  tube) 

. .  pale  green 

Suspended  matter 

. .  no  suspended  matter 
Grains  per  gallon — 70  001 

Total  solids  (dried  at  120  degrees  c.) 

18  90 

Mineral  solids 

15-40 

Combined  chlorine 

2-00 

Expressed  us  Na.  Cl  . . 

3-30 

Nitiogen  as  nitrates  .. 

0-28 

Nitrites 

..  ..  nil. 

Phosphates 

nil. 

Saline  ammonia 

..  ..  nil. 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

00007 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27  degrees 
Total  hardness 

c.  . .  0-009 

. .  . .  12  deg  -4 

Temporary  hardness  . . 

. .  . .  8  deg  -9 

Permanent  hardness  . . 

. .  3  deg  -5 

Lead  or  copper 

nil. 

Iron 

..  ..  trace 

This  water  is  of  exceptional  organic  purity  and  of  moderate  hardness.  It  is  an  excellent  water  for  drinking  and  general  use  as  judged  by 
chemical  analysis. 

(Siyned)  R.  Bodmer,  f.i.c. 

C.  D.  Wells, 

Secretary  Clinical  Research  Association,  Ltd. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

Custletowr, — The  Adams’  lift  still  continues  to  be  overpowered,  and  as  I  pointed  out  in  my  last  Report,  its  work  has  been  supplemented 
by  a  gang  of  men  pumping  out  the  sewage  at  night.  During  the  year  many  complaints  have  been  made  to  me  in  connection  with  this 
matter.  Apart  from  this,  the  sewage  backs  up  into  the  house  drains  during  wet  weather,  which  also  has  been  the  subject  of  many  complaints 
during  the  jear.  The  Council  propose  to  erect  an  air-compressing  station  at  the  Gasworks  in  connection  with  an  ejector  scheme  at 
Castletown,  but  it  was  decided  by  the  Local  Government  Board  that  the  Council  had  no  power  to  appropriate  a  portion  of  the  land  bought  for 
gasworks  purposes  and  utilise  it  for  sewerage  purposes.  An  advance,  however,  has  been  made  by  the  adoption  of  the  P.H.A.  (Amend.)  A., 
190V,  which  gives  the  necessary  power.  The  scheme,  however,  is  held  in  abeyance,  until  a  resolution  has  been  sent  from  the  Council  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  resolving  to  appropriate  the  land.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  matter  will  be  successfully  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Chesil. — The  Adam’s  lift  at  Chisel|has  on  the  whole  worked  more  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

Serious  Hooding  again  took  place  on  October  21st  in  Easton  Square,  Chesilton,  and  Castletown,  caused  by  a  most  lemarkablc  rainstorm, 
which  was  unprecedented  in  its  severity  and  duration.  A  portion  of  the  surface  water  found  its  way  into  the  main  sewers,  and  these 
becoming  charged  under  pressure,  sewage  found  an  entry  into  some  of  the  houses.  As  I  stated  in  my  last  Report,  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  been  given  to  a  scheme  to  relieve  this  flooding,  but  as  yet  nothing  has  been  done.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  during  the 
coming  year  this  work  will  be  pressed  forward.  The  difficulties  I  mentioned  in  connection  with  a  relief  server  for  Easton  Square  in  my 
Report  for  1907  still  exist,  and  the  Council  have  not  yet  considered  an  alternative  scheme. 

The  Cheyne  Well. — Complaints  have  been  made  during  the  year  by  the  Admiralty  as  to  the  pollution  of  the  Cheyne  Well,  said  to  be  due 
to  the  defects  in  the  Council’s  sewer,  and  to  an  overflow  of  sewage  from  the  syphon  at  Park  Road.  In  1905  I  reported  that  where  the 
sewer  runs  under  the  railway  at  Park  Road,  a  12in.  syphon  had  to  be  constructed.  On  various  occasions  this  was  found  to  be  blocked,  and 
in  order  to  prevent  the  flooding  of  the  low-lyiug  yards  at  the  back  of  the  south  side  of  Easton  Square,  an  overflow  pipe  had  to  be  constructed, 
which  discharges  into  an  adjacent  quarry-  There  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  sewage  has  been  conveyed  from  this  source  to  the  Cheyne 
Well.  As  to  any  oilier  defects  in  the  sewers,  the  Surveyor  has  reported  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  that  the  defects  mentioned  have  now 
been  made  good.  I  consider  that  this  discharge  of  sewage  from  the  overflow  of  the  syphon  should  be  prevented,  and  if  any  defects  exist  in 
the  sewerage  system  they  should  be  at  once  remedied.  On  the  other  hand,  the  position  of  the  Admiralty  in  this  matter  is  a  strange  and 
irregular  one.  The  Cheyne  Spring  is  a  surface  well  situated  in  the  Portland  sand,  the  superincumbent  strata  being  the  Purbeck  beds,  which 
are  here  loose  and  shattered.  The  gathering  area  would  be  about  a  mile,  and  owing  to  the  open  nature  of  the  strata  is  liable  at  any  point 
within  that  area  to  pollution.  The  water  from  this  well  is  used  by  the  Admiralty  for  various  trade  purposes,  and,  indeed,  was  the  only 
supply  to  the  Admiralty  slaughter-house  until  1905.  It  has  been  known  to  be  a  polluted  water  long  before  a  sewerage  system  was  thought  of 
in  Portland,  and  the  Admiralty  from  the  first  very  properly  took  steps  to  prevent  its  use  for  drinking  purposes  The  only  reason  imaginable 
for  its  existence  was  that  a  wholesome  supply  of  water  was  not  then  available.  No  matter  how  perfect  a  system  of  sewerage  the  Council  may 
lay  down,  the  water  from  this  well  will  continue  to  be  polluted  as  long  as  there  are  dwelling  houses,  farmyards,  etc.,  in  the  area  from  which 
it  derives  its  supply.  The  only  difference  will  be  that  it  will  be  less  polluted.  In  1905  I  reported  that  some  cases  of  typhoid  with  loss  of 
life  occurred  in  the  Underhill  district,  owing  to  men  employed  in  the  dockyard  drinking  this  water.  These  men  had  drunk  the  water  for  a 
long  period  prior  to  their  illness,  probably  wnen  the  well  was  equally  or  even  more  polluted,  and  yet  no  harm  had  resulted  until  the  well 
became  specifically  polluted.  From  my  previous  remarks  it  will  be  seen  that  this  well  is  at  all  times  in  danger  of  specific  pollution  apart 
from  defects  in  the  sewerage  system.  The  proper  course  for  the  Admiralty  to  take  would  be  (as  I  have  suggested  for  the  wells  in  the 
Underhill  district)  to  close  it.  It  is  most  unfortunate  that  a  Government  department  should  adopt  the  same  attitude  in  relation  to  a  polluted 
well  as  the  Local  Authority,  namely,  to  post  up  notices  that  the  water  is  not  fit  for  drinking  purposes,  and  try  to  restrict  the  amount  of 
sewage  going  into  the  well. 
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Neiv  Sneer. — One  new  sewer  has  been  constructed  during  the  year  f'-om  Victoria  Square  to  within  100  feet  of  a  large  factory  enabling 
the  sanitary  conveniences  and  the  works  to  be  properly  drained,  thus  effecting  a  much  needed  improvement. 

In  August  I  called  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  condition  of  the  sewer  in  Augusta  Road  which  conveys  the  drainage  of  22  houses 
under  a  dwelling-house  The  sewer  has  now  been  re-laid  iu  concrete  and  new  ventilating  shaft  erected  in  the  road  close  to  the  house.  Had 
tbis  sewer  been  self-cleansing  and  laid  at  a  proper  gradient  there  would  not  be  any  necessity  for  ventilation. 

Flushing  of  Sei vrs.—  This  is  accomplished  by  means  of  a  hose  pipe  attached  to  n  hydrant  near  the  head  of  the  sewer.  They  are  flushed 
regularly  once  a  month.  Two  automatic  flush  tanks  have  been  placed  in  Southwell  and  one  at  Easton  Square,  which  discharge  once  in 
every  12  hours  These  have  been  found  to  be  much  more  efficient  than  the  former  method  of  flushing. 

Ventilation  of  Sewers. — There  are  fourteen  upcast  shafts  (five  at  Easton,  four  at  Weston,  four  at  Southwell,  and  one  at  Grove).  As  I 
stated  in  previous  reports  the  surface  ventilating  grids  have  been  closed  up  in  the  Underhill  district  owing  to  complaints  of  offensive  smells. 
No  upcast  shafts  have  been  substituted.  As  a  consequence  the  only  sewer  ventilation  in  the  Underhill  district  is  by  means  of  the  ventilating 
shafts  to  the  house  drains.  This  cannot  be  considered  satisfactory  as  in  unventilated  sewers  the  gases  generated  will  be  likely  to  force  the 
weak  traps  of  house  drains  and  enter  the  houses ;  and  it  may  be  stated  roughly  that  over  90  per  cent,  of  the  houses  are  without  intercepting 
traps. 

Public  Conveniences.— No  further  steps  have  been  taken  iu  connection  with  the  provision  of  sanitary  conveniences  which  are  so  badly 
needed  both  in  the  Tophill  and  Underhill  districts  YTany  complaints  have  been  made  during  the  year  in  connection  with  this  matter. 

Femoral  and  Disirosal  of  House  Refuse. — The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  is  under  the  Surveyor’s  department  and  the 
scavenging  is  so  arranged  that  every  house  iu  the  district  is  visited  one  a  week.  I  have  had  many  complaints  during  the  year  as  to  its 
inefficiency,  and  that  the  period  is  too  long  between  the  collections.  I  have  dealt  very  fully  with  the  matter  in  my  last  year's  report  and 
made  certain  recommendations  in  connection  with  the  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse.  During  the  yeai  the  Highways  Committee 
have  considered  a  letter  from  the  Local  Government  Board  respecting  the  same  matter,  and  decided  (1)  that  on  the  grounds  of  expense  a 
bi-weekly  collection  of  refuse  could  not  be  undertaken  ;  (2)  that  notices  were  to  be  posted  throughout  the  district  calling  attention  of  house¬ 
holders  to  the  necessity  of  providing  suitable  covered  receptacles  for  house  refuse.  It  will  be  noticed  in  the  table  of  house-to-house  inspections 
that  out  of  837  houses  inspected  only  328  had  a  covered  receptacle,  and  in  many  of  these  cases,  owing  to  the  period  between  the  different 
collections  all  sorts  of  other  unsuitable  articles  have  to  be  used  as  well.  379  had  receptacles  ueither  covered  or  suitable,  and  130  had  no 
receptacle  of  any  kind,  so  that  over  60  per  cent,  of  the  houses  should  be  reported  as  not  complying  with  the  Bye-laws,  as  I  stated  in  my  last 
report  it  is  not  just  to  take  a  few  offenders  and  allow  the  majority  to  escape.  No  refuse  receptacles  have  been  noticed  outside  St.  John’s 
School  since  my  last  report,  but  the  unsightly  and  unsavoury  display  continues  outside  the  Wesleyan  School.  Accumulation  of  refuse  as  well 
as  giving  off  noxious  emanations,  act  as  the  breeding  places  for  flies.  These  latter  spend  their  lives  passing  to  and  fro  between  the  filthy 
masses  and  food  stuffs.  It  has  been  shewn  that  they  pollute  food  by  the  disposition  of  excrement  thereon,  as  well  as  carrying  to  it  micro¬ 
organisms  of  disease.  Hence  the  necessity  of  closed  receptacles  which  ought  to  be  frequently  emptied,  so  that  decomposition  may  not  take 
place  and  that  the  larvae  (maggots)  of  the  flies  may  be  prevented  from  developing.  The  refuse  when  collected  is  tipped  into  a  quarry  at  Wide 
Street,  about  250  yards  from  the  highway  and  in  close  proximity  to  a  factory.  Complaiut  has  been  made  as  to  noxious  smells  arising  there¬ 
from  at  certain  times.  I  have  again  to  call  your  attention  to  the  great  necessity  that  exists  lor  a  refuse  destructor. 

M cans  of  Disinfection. — Disinfection  has  been  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  disinfectant  used  has 
been  formalin  vapour,  discharged  from  a  pneumatic  sprayer.  In  every  case  the  floors,  furniture,  and  woodwork,  and  all  articles  in  the  room, 
have  been  washed  in  a  sollution  of  cyllin.  We  have  as  yet  no  disinfecting  apparatus  for  the  treatment  of  infected  bedding  and  clothing,  and 
I  would  again  urge  on  the  Ccuncil  the  vital  necessity  there  is  for  a  suitable  steam  disinfector. 

Isolation  Hospital. — I  have  for  many  years  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  we  have  no  Isolation  Hospital  of  our  own,  but  we  have 
the  privilege  of  sending  our  infectious  eases  to  the  Weymouth  Port  Sanitary  Hospital,  should  that  hospital  not  be  occupied  by  cases  of  plague, 
cholera,  yellow  fever,  or  small  pox  from  ship  board.  The  Port  Sanitary  Hospital  consists  of  two  pavilions,  each  containing  two  wards,  together 
with  an  observation  ward,  and  provide  accommodation  for  25  patients.  Not  much  use  has  been  made  of  the  hospital  during  the  year,  but 
undoubtedly  more  use  would  have  been  made  of  hospital  isolation  if  we  had  a  hospital  controlled  by  the  Council  and  staffed  by  officers 
appointed  by  that  body.  Whilst  some  doubt  has  been  thrown  on  the  value  of  isolation  hospitals  for  scarlet  fever,  yet  they  must  be  of  great 
utility  for  preventing  the  spread  of  tbis  disease  by  those  cases  which  cannot  be  effectively  isolated  at  home.  There  can,  however  be  no  doubt 
as  to  the  value  of  an  isolation  hospital  for  other  infectious  diseases.  Nearly  70  per  cent  of  the  cases  of  diphtheria  reported  this  year  showed 
little  or  no  physical  signs  of  disease.  Yet  the  broad  principle  of  isolating  an  infected  person  is  here  as  applicable,  as  in  cases  with  marked 
physical  signs.  Isolation  of  these  children  in  their  homes  is  an  exceedingly  difficult  matter— much  more  so  than  in  cases  with  pronounced 
symptoms,  since  the  children  are  apparently  well  and  parents  do  not  grasp  the  danger.  If  their  range  of  infectivety  is  to  be  diminished,  I 
consider  that  a  special  isolation  home  should  be  provided,  where  the  cases  could  be  allowed  to  mix  or  take  exercise,  etc.,  but  where  they  would 
be  maintained  until  free  from  infection.  Such  a  home  could  be  provided  at  no  very  great  cost  to  the  ratepayers,  and  the  result  (as  found  in 
other  places)  in  preventing  the  spread  of  diphtheria  would  amply  justify  the  cost.  Unfortunately  the  lesson  has  yet  to  be  learned  that  true 
economy  is  to  be  found  in  a  wise  and  prudent  expeudituie. 

I  may  here  again  remind  you  that  in  a  special  report  on  diphtheria  (the  principle  of  which  may  also  be  applied  to  other  infectious 
diseases)  in  1906,  I  stated  :  "The  policy  I  have  formulated  of  dealing  with  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria  is,  I  believe,  the  scientific  one,  and  if  it 
fails  it  will  only  do  so  from  the  lack  of  means  placed  at  my  disposal  for  isolation  of  infected  persons  and  the  disinfection  of  their  clothes.” 

Public  Mortuary.— I  have  dealt  very  fully  with  this  matter  in  my  last  report,  and  I  should  like  to  again  call  your  attention  to  the  great 
necessity  there  exists  for  a  public  mortuary. 

Housing  of  the  Worldny  Classes.  —  In  February,  I  reported  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  that  owing  to  the  many  defects  I  met  with  in 
connection  with  various  bouses  I  happened  to  visit,  I  considered  it  advisable  that  the  Committee  should  arrange  for  a  systematic  house-to- 
house  inspection  of  houses  throughout  the  district  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  This  special  inspection  has  been  continued  throughout  the 
year,  and  the  record  of  the  state  of  the  houses  will  be  a  very  valuable  one.  A  number  of  houses  and  premises  are  annually  inspected  in 
connection  with  infectious  diseases  complaints,  etc.,  but  apart  from  this  it  is  most  important  to  have  systematic  inspection  of  streets  and 
houses,  more  particularly  in  the  older  and  poorer  parts  of  the  district.  In  this  way  many  sanitary  defects  which  w’ould  otherwise  pass 
unnoticed  possibly  for  many  years  are  remedied,  and  the  general  housing  of  the  district  is  greatly  improved.  I  regard  such  inspection  as  of 
the  highest  value. 
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The  results  are  shewn  summarised  in  the  following  table  : — 
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Wakeham  . 

..  157 

1 

2 

4 

8 

3 

4 

1 

172 

56 

49 

8 

9 

•  • 

i 

65 

79 

6 

Totals . 

6 

3 

11 

15 

38 

17 

14 

24 

910 

394 

261 

54 

52 

3 

2 

323 

379 

13 

Notice  to  abate  the  defects  have  been  served  in  every  case,  and  a  glance  of  the  defects  found  will  make  clear  the  value  of  such  inspections. 

The  column  (10)  indicating  the  number  of  water  closets  not  supplied  with  water  shows  that  out  of  910  water  closets,  only  24,  or  less  than 
3  per  cent.,  were  not  supplied  with  water,  which  is  a  highly  satisfactory  condition,  and  a  matter  on  which  the  Council  have  every  reason  to 
be  congratulated.  It  has  been  on  several  occasions  pointed  out  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  that  water  closets,  whether  inside  or  outside  the 
house,  not  supplied  with  a  separate  supply  of  water,  are  insanitary  and  highly  unsatisfactory  water  closets. 

There  has  been  no  record  of  houses  without  eaves  spouting,  of  which  a  great  number  exist,  nor  of  houses  without  proper  larder  accommo¬ 
dation,  but  during  1909  such  records  will  be  kept.  It  is  most  important  that  provision  should  be  made  for  the  storage  of  food,  so  that  it  can 
be  kept  as  far  as  possible  without  deterioration.  In  a  large  number  of  houses  the  only  available  place  for  the  storage  of  food  is  a  cupboard 
under  the  stairs  or  in  one  of  the  living  rooms,  always  without  a  window  opening  into  the  outer  air.  Under  such  conditions  milk  and  other 
perishable  articles  are  certain  to  deteriorate.  It  seems  a  pity  in  planning  new  houses  that  provision  is  not  made  for  a  small  separate  larder, 
with  a  window  opening  into  the  outer  air. 

The  summary  of  house-to-house  inspections  does  not  give  the  number  of  persons  per  house,  but  this  was  always  enquired  into,  and  a  few 
cases  cf  overcrowding  were  met  with.  I  have  had  information  of  three  extreme  cases  in  the  Underhill  district,  but  all  were  remedied  without 
legal  action. 

Overcrowding  is  legally  a  “  nuisance,”  and  under  the  definition  of  nuisances  are  included  “  any  house  or  part  of  a  house  so  overcrowded 
as  to  be  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health.”  The  exact  amount  of  cubic  space  required  per  head  is  not  definitely  laid  down  and  each  case  has 
to  be  considered  separately.  From  the  various  pronouncements  made  by  different  bodies  it  may  be  stated  that  300  cubic  feet  for  adults  and 
half  this  for  children  under  10  is  required  as  a  minimum  amount,  but  for  adequate  ventilation  this  is  far  too  small.  In  none  of  the  cases  of 
overcrowding  investigated  were  any  of  the  windows  found  open,  which  further  intensifies  the  bad  atmospheric  condition,  and  this  overcrowding 
and  sleeping  in  a  vitiated  atmosphere  must  directly  injure  the  health  of  the  occupiers  (more  particularly  the  children)  and  predispose  to 
consumption  and  other  diseases.  I  have  not  found  that  overcrowding  to  any  appreciable  extent  exists  in  the  district  except  the  cases  already 
referred  to  which  were  met  with  occasionally  throughout  the  year.  A  feature  not  uncommon  is  to  find  “  crowding”  upstairs— whilst  down¬ 
stairs  is  a  front  room  scarcely  ever  used.  This  front  room  is  a  feature  of  many  of  the  working  men’s  houses  in  Portland,  always  fully 
furnished,  often  the  best  room  in  the  house,  and  scarcely  ever  used,  except  for  ceremonial  occasions.  From  a  hygienic  point  of  view  it  would 
be  better  used  to  increase  the  sleeping  accommodation,  whatever  sentimental  purpose  may  be  attached  to  its  retention  as  a  decorative  and 
neglected  room. 

During  the  year  legal  proceedings  had  to  be  taken  in  connection  with  a  nuisance  arising  from  aD  unpaved  back  yard.  For  some  reason 
or  other  it  was  supposed  to  be  a  test  case  as  to  whether  an  uupaved  back  yard  with  soap  suds  lying  in  proximity  to  the  dwelling  constituted 
a  nuisance.  Expert  evidence  was  called  for  the  defence.  The  magistrates  ordered  the  necessary  work  to  be  done  with  costs  to  the  Council. 
Drain  testing  has  been  carried  out  on  the  application  of  the  owner  or  tenant,  also  where  a  nuisance  has  arisen.  In  many  instances  defects 
were  found,  and  at  times  such  workmanship  in  drain  making  was  unearthed  as  to  make  one  wonder  how  anyone  living  in  the  house  had 
escaped  some  illness  or  other  which  might  be  caused  by  defective  sanitary  arrangements. 
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During  the  year  19  new  houses  have  been  erected  and  duly  certified  by  the  Surveyor. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Parts  1,  2,  or  3  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 

Coivslieds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. — There  are  24  cowsheds  registered  within  the  district,  a  reduction  of  two  on  former  years.  Three  of 
the  old  cowsheds  have  been  discontinued,  and  one  new  cowshed  has  been  erected.  During  the  year  notices  have  been  issued  calling  attention 
to  the  necessity  of  registration.  I  am  pleased  to  note  that  definite  improvements  have  taken  place  in  the  principal  cowsheds  since  my  last 
Report,  not  only  as  to  cleaning,  lighting,  and  ventilation,  but  also  to  the  manner  in  which  the  milking  process  is  carried  on.  I  wished  I 
could  report  on  the  smaller  sheds  in  the  same  manner.  These  sheds  are  in  the  hands  of  men  who  only  keep  a  few  cows,  and  supply  their 
neighbours.  It  is  only  by  the  greatest  vigilance  we  have  become  aware  of  the  existence  of  some  of  these  places,  and  when  discovered,  it  is 
denied  that  any  milk  is  sold— they  simply  keep  it  for  their  own  use.  These  sheds  constitute  a  great  danger  to  the  public  health,  and  the 
need  is  great  for  the  compulsory  registration  of  all  purveyors  of  milk,  no  matter  to  whom  or  in  what  quantities  the  milk  is  sold.  It  would 
be  of  much  advantage  if  Article  6  (t>)  was  removed  from  the  order  of  1885.  I  have  tried  by  personal  instruction  and  advice  in  a  part  of  the 
district  duriug  the  year  to  get  some  idea  as  to  the  necessity  for  cleanliness  in  the  milking  process  into  these  people’s  heads.  Much  good 
resulted  as  loug  as  the  inspections  were  kept  up,  but  when  surprise  visits  were  made  a  few  weeks  after  I  found  they  had  relapsed  Lack  into 
their  former  condition.  One  is  driven  to  the  conclusion  that  by  mere  inspection  you  cannot  make  a  dirty  man  clean.  The  educational 
centre  for  such  people  is  the  police  courts,  and  undoubtedly  the  Sanitary  Committee  will  have  to  resort  to  it  during  the  coming  year  unless 
considerable  alterations  take  place.  In  these  smaller  sheds  I  have  found  the  milkers  with  dirty  hands,  hind  quarters  of  the  animals  caked 
in  manure,  walls  in  the  intervals  of  the  periodical  lime-washing  filthy,  roofs  unlined  and  ceilings  festooned  with  cobwebs,  milk  strained 
through  old  pieces  of  flannel,  which  the  milkman  in  one  instance  proudly  showed  me,  and  then  folded  it  across  his  dirty  trousers,  milk 
allowed  to  stand  in  the  walk  of  the  cowshed,  milking  cans  stored  in  the  kitchen  scullery  near  the  sink.  Under  these  conditions  is  it  to  be 
wondered  that  milk  contains  more  than  a  moderate  amount  of  dirt  ?  All  the  Sanitary  Committee  ask  for  is  ordiuary  cleanliness  in  and 
around  the  shed  and  in  the  person  of  the  milker.  The  object  we  have  in  view  is  the  production  of  a  naturally  pure  milk.  This  may  si  em 
an  unnecessary  thing  to  say,  but  I  believe  that  as  far  as  the  ordinary  cowkeeper  is  concerned,  it  is  the  last  thing  to  receive  his  attention,  if 
it  should  enter  his  mind  at  all.  Much  attention  has  been  paid  during  the  year  to  the  udders  aud  teats  in  relation  to  diseased  conditions,  as 
well  as  the  general  health  of  the  animals.  In  only  one  instance  was  a  suspicious  case  noted,  and  here  the  milking  was  promptly  stopped. 
No  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  for  bacteriological  examination,  but  it  is  proposed  during  the  coming  year  to  have  the  milk 
from  outside  sources  examined.  Fresh  legislation  for  the  whole  country  is  needed  in  connection  with  milk,  and  as  I  stated  in  my  last  Report,  the 
transference  of  the  law  relating  to  milk  to  a  central  authority  such  as  the  Local  Government  Board  would  be  followed  by  genuine  reforms. 
The  general  trend  of  opinion  seems  to  point  to  the  County  Councils  as  the  authorities  to  solve  the  milk  problem,  an  opinion  which  I  must 
sorrowfully  confess  I  do  not  share. 

Milk  Shops.— I  have  visited  the  shops  where  milk  is  sold,  and  have  usually  found  the  larger  ones  well  kept,  clean  and  the  milk  covered. 
During  the  year  one  milk  shop  has  been  re-modelled  as  far  as  the  sanitary  arrangements  are  concerned.  In  the  smaller  shops  where  milk  is 
sold  with  miscellaneous  articles  such  as  toys,  vegetables,  etc.,  generally  over  the  same  counter,  there  has  been  much  difficulty,  'lhese  places 
are  a  constant  source  of  trouble  and  danger. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  only  three  registered  slaughter  houses  in  the  district,  one  of  which  has  been  practically  discontinued  last 
year,  being  only  used  occasionally  for  slaughtering  a  beast.  This  year  it  has  been  regularly  used  or.ee  a  week.  All  three  have  been  used  as 
such  for  a  great  number  of  years.  None  of  them  can  be  said  to  come  up  to  the  most  moderate  standard  of  modern  requirements,  and  all  three 
are  in  close  proximity  to  dwelling-houses.  Minor  Sanitary  defects  have  been  dealt  with  duriug  the  year,  and  the  greatest  vigilauce  has  been 
exercised  to  see  that  the  floors,  walls  and  utensils  are  kept  clean  and  free  from  coagulated  blood. 

The  question  of  a  public  slaughter-house  has  been  raised  during  the  year,  as  there  are  now  several  butchers  without  a  place  for  slaughtering 
who  have  to  go  outside  the  district  to  get  their  cattle  slaughtered.  This  is  a  matter  which  the  Council  will  have  to  consider  in  the  near 
future,  otherwise  there  will  be  a  danger  of  a  number  of  unsuitable  places  being  used  for  slaughtering,  which  will  make  the  supervision  of 
the  meat  traffic  very  difficult.  For  inspections  to  be  of  any  real  value,  meat  ought  to  be  examined  during  and  immediately  after  slaughter. 

Fried  Fish  Shops , — These  are  six  in  number,  au  increase  of  two  on  the  previous  year.  During  the  hot  weather  in  the  summer  months 
the  fried  fish  shops  and  the  shops  where  wet  fish  is  sold  were  frequently  inspected.  Particular  attention  was  directed  to  the  manner  aud 
place  in  which  fish  was  kept  before  being  cooked  or  sold.  The  occupier’s  attention  was  called  to  the  need  for  speedy  and  daily  removal  of 
fish  offal  aud  the  thorough  cleansing  of  the  premises,  together  with  the  purifying  of  all  receptacles,  which  tends  to  keep  them  sweet  and  free 
from  effluvia.  The  yard  in  connection  with  one  of  the  premises  was  found  defective.  This  was  remedied  and  a  new  sink  fixed.  In  another 
a  new  concrete  floor  has  been  laid,  and  the  walls  cleaned  andlimewashed. 

Common  Lodging-Houses. — There  are  no  common  lodging-houses  in  the  district 

Licensed  Premises. — These  are  4C  in  number,  a  reduction  of  two  on  former  years.  They  are  all  in  a  fairly  good  sanitary  condition,  the 
owners  and  occupiers  having  shewn  themselves  very  agreeable  in  carrying  out  any  suggested  sanitary  reforms.  In  connection  with  the  urinal 
mentioned  in  my  last  Report,  delay  has  occurred  in  dealing  with  the  matter,  but  plans  have  now  been  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the 
Council. 

Unsound  Food. — The  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  is  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Council.  The  duties  are  carried 
out  by  the  Superintendents  of  Police  of  the  various  districts,  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  Chief  Constable.  Samples  are  taken 
at  certain  intervals  by  the  direction  of  the  Chief  Constable — not  when  complaints  are  made.  The  Sanitary  Authority  controls  the  inspection 
of  meat,  fish,  and  perishable  articles.  During  the  year  particular  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  hawkers  of  fish,  fruit,  etc.,  but  it  was 
not  necessary  to  take  any  action.  A  large  quantity  of  meat  cut  up  in  small  pieces  is  imported  from  neigbouring  districts  and  sold  to  the 
poorer  people.  Anyone  acquainted  with  meat  inspection  must  know  how  carcases  of  animals  affected  with  tuberculosis  pyaemia,  with 
trichinae  and  cystieerci,  with  malignant  tumour  and  febrile  diseases,  or  those  of  immature  and  unborn  calves,  or  of  animals  hurriedly 
killed  to  prevent  them  dying  of  disease,  can  be  cut  up  and  exposed  for  sale  with  impunity  which  would  be  condemned  if  submitted  to  an 
efficient  inspection  at  the  slaughter-house.  As  the  result  of  inspections  during  the  year,  four  tons  of  potatoes,  one  cwt  of  apples,  and  the 
internal  organs  of  an  ox  suffering  from  tuberculosis  were  surrendered  by  the  owners  for  destruction,  but  no  prosecutions  were  required.  I  am 
pleased  to  state  that  during  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  obtained  the  meat  certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
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Offensive.  Trades. — No  offensive  trades  as  legally  defined  are  carried  on  within  the  district. 

Ice  Cream  Shops. — Several  ice  cream  shops  were  opened  during  the  summer.  The  premises  and  utensils  used  in  the  manufacture  of  ice 
cream  were  regularly  inspected.  The  premises  were  all  in  u  good  sanitary  condition,  but  attention  had  to  be  called  on  two  occasions  to  the 
want  of  cleanliness. 

Nuisances. — The^e  have  been  dealt  with  generally  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  204  orders  have  been  issued  during  the  year.  In  cases 
of  doubt  or  difficulty,  I  have  visited  the  premises  with  the  Inspector. 

Factory  an  I  Workshop  Act..—  The  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  makes  the  Council  responsible  for  the  regular  supervision  of  all 
workshops  and  workplaces  in  the  district  ;  the  factories  come  under  the  control  of  the  Home  Office.  There  are  at  present  83  workshops 
on  the  Council’s  register,  made  up  as  follows  : 


Bakehouses  ..  ..  ..  ..  11 

Dressmakers  and  milliners  ..  ..  15 

Tailors  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Boatbuilders  . .  , .  . .  . .  1 

Carpenters  and  builders  . .  . .  13 

Hairdressers  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Painters  and  Plumbers  . .  . .  5 

Saddlers  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Shoemakers  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Smiths  and  farriers  . .  . .  . .  10 

Photographers  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Cycle  workshop  . .  .. .  . .  1 

Lime  burner  . .  . ,  . .  . .  1 

Watchmakers  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Laundries  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 


Total  . .  83 


During  the  year  127  visits  have  been  made.  No  lists  of  outworkers  have  been  supplied,  and  from  enquiries  at  the  different  establishments 
I  cannot  obtain  information  that  any  such  workers  are  employed. 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners. — These  were  usually  found  clean  and  well-kept.  A  few  minor  defects  were  found.  As  I  stated  in  my  last 
.Report,  I  have  found  the  ventilation  defective  during  the  winter  months  owing  to  the  habit  of  workers  closing  up  all  the  air  inlets. 

Bakehouses.— There  are  11  workshop  bakehouses  and  four  factory  bakehouses  in  the  district,  all  of  which  have  been  regularly  inspected. 
Limewasbing  and  cleansing  of  the  premises  are  systematically  carried  out.  Some  of  the  banehouses  are  very  old,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to 
keep  them  clean.  With  the  exception  of  the  want  of  properly  covered  receptacles  for  the  coal,  and  the  nuisance  arising  from  the  ashes,  I 
consider  them  on  the  whole  fairly  well  kept  and  clean. 

Factories.— In  one  of  the  larger  factories  referred  to  in  my  last  Report  as  being  without  proper  sanitary  arrangements,  new  conveniences 
have  now  been  built  and  connected  with  the  sewer.  In  the  other  factory  a  sewer  is  not  yet  available  for  connection,  but  as  soon  as  the 
Castletown  drainage  scheme  is  completed,  this  matter  will  be  dealt  with. 

In  conformity  with  the  directions  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  I  have  made  systematic  inspections  of  the  various  prr.s  of  the  distict, 
and  have  made  myself  acquainted  as  far  as  possible  with  the  conditions  affecting  the  public  health  of  the  Islaud. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  be  able  to  once  again  mention  the  good  work  done  by,  and  the  assistance  I  have  received  from  Mr.  G.  H. 
Smith,  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I  also  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  and  Council  for  their  kindness  to  myself  and  the  consideration  they  have 
always  given  to  any  reports  and  matters  affecting  the  health  of  ihe  district  which  I  have  laid  before  them. 


Shaftesbury  — fVIr.  H.  F.  S.  Blucke. 

The  Area  of  the  District. — Is  100  acres. 

The  Population. — According  to  the  last  census  is  2,215. 

Births. — The  total  number  of  births  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  was  37,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  18  per  1000. 

There  were  born  during  the  1st  qr.  4  males  and  11  females. 

,,  ,,  2nd  qr.  1  male  and  2  females. 

,,  ,,  3rd  qr.  2  males  and  (5  females. 

„  „  4th  qr.  5  males  and  6  females. 
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The  number  of  Births  during  the  preceding  ten  years  were  : — 


1907 

61 

1902 

•  • 

52 

1906 

31 

1901 

•  • 

42 

1905 

34 

1900 

•  • 

37 

1904 

35 

1899 

•  • 

45 

1903 

36 

1898 

•  e 

53 

Deaths.— The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  was  28,  giving  a  death-rate  of  under  14  per  1000.  Two  deaths  were  due  to 
accidents,  and  two  more  occurred  at  the  Cottage  Hospital  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the  Borough.  Phthisis  is  remarkable  as  being  entirely 
absent  from  the  list  of  cauoes  of  death.  The  chief  causes  being  Cancer,  in  six  cases,  Heart  Disease  in  six  cases,  Bronchitis  in  three,  and 
Whooping  Cough  in  two  cases.  Two  deaths  occurred  under  the  age  of  one  year,  one  of  which  was  an  infant,  who  only  lived  fifteen  hours 
and  who  died  from  Congenital  Heart  disease,  and  inanition  at  birth. 


Tht  Deaths  registered  for  the  various  months  of  1908,  were  as  follows  : — 


January 

4 

July 

5 

February 

0 

August 

2 

March 

1 

September  .. 

2 

April 

2 

October 

3 

May 

1 

November  . . 

0 

June 

2 

December  . . 

6 

The  number  of  deaths  for  the  preceding  ten  years  were 

1907 

22 

1902 

41 

1906 

23 

1901 

41 

1905 

26 

1900 

31 

1904 

27 

1899 

29 

1903 

58 

1898 

38 

The  age  distribution  of  deaths  during  1908,  is  : — 

Under  1  year  . . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

Between  1  and  5  years 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

Between  5  and  15  years 

0 

Between  15  and  25  years 

2 

Between  25  and  65  years 

7 

65  years  and  upwards 

15 

Total  . .  28 


Zymotic  Disease.— I  have  received  two  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  in  the  Borough,  one  being  Diphtheria  and  the  other  continued 
Fever  occurring  during  puerperium. 

During  the  year  the  Borough  and  surrounding  villages  were  afflicted  with  an  epidemic  of  whooping  cough,  and  it  was  necessary  to  close 
Holy  Trinity  Schools. 

The  Water  Supply  has  been  constant,  and  the  quality  excellent.  It  is  obtained  from  a  spring  and  stored  in  the  Reservoir  on 
Little  Down. 

The  Drainage  has  been  satisfactory.  It  is  on  the  irrigation  system,  the  sewage  being  carried  to  a  farm  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
town. 

The  Common  Lodging  Houses,  of  which  there  are  two,  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

The  Bake-houses,  Slaughter-houses  and  Workshops  have  been  regularly  visited  and  inspected  and  found  satisfactory.  H.M.  Inspector 
reported  the  need  of  sanitary  conveniences  in  one  workshop,  and  it  is  now  being  added. 

Nuisances. — Complaints  have  been  at  once  attended  to,  and  any  nuisance  removed.  14  notices  were  sent.  By  order  of  the  Council  I 
procured  a  large  supply  of  “  The  Liverpool  Rat  Virus,”  and  with  the  help  of  a  Sub-Committee  appointed  by  the  Council  distributed  it  in 
and  around  the  Borough,  the  result  being  generally  satisfactory,  a  remarkable  diminution  in  the  number  of  rats  being  reported  from  several 
quarters. 

The  town  is  now  free  from  Zymotic  disease  and  the  general  health  satisfactory. 
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The  year  has  been  an  exceptionally  healthy  one,  entirely  free  from  Epidemic  Disease  of  any  kind.  The  physical  features  and  general 
condition  of  the  district,  are  such  as  may  be  considered  conducive  to  the  general  health.  The  soil  is  principally  giavel  and  Oxford  clay. 
The  atmosphere  is  generally  mild  and  dry,  without  any  extreme  atmospheric  disturbances.  There  is  a  fair  amount  of  sunshine  throughout 
the  year,  and  the  rainfall  is  moderate.  The  district  is  on  an  elevated  situation  ;  the  greater  part  of  the  town  being  built  on  the  side  of  a 
hill.  The  neighbourhood  is  beautifully  wooded,  and  the  highest  point  of  altitute  iu  the  town  is  250 ft.  above  sea  level. 

Occupation. — This  is  principally  Agriculture,  Dairy  Production,  Glove  Manufacture,  Silk  Factory,  and  also  a  large  Stationery  and 
Printing  Factory  employing  many  hands. 

It  is  also  a  Centre  of  Education ;  there  being  big  schools  of  every  grade  for  all  classes.  I  believe  at  the  present  time  all  are  in  a 
flourishing  condition.  The  principal  one  is  of  the  character  of  a  large  Public  School  of  Ancient  Endowment,  and  now  well  equipped  for 
Classical,  Mathematical,  and  Modern  Science  Instruction.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  trade  is  carried  on  in  the  district,  at  all  injurious  to  the 
workers,  or  obnoxious  to  the  General  Community. 

I  will  now,  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  the  County  Council,  endeavour  to  place  first,  the  Statistics, 
“  Vital  Statistics,”  and  afterwards  deal  with  other  matters  in  the  General  text  of  this  report. 

Area  of  District. — 922  acres. 

Population. — 1901  Census  5760,  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1907,  6040. 

Ditto,  estimated  to  middle  of  1908,  6090. 


Mortality. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1st  Quarter 

,  , 

12 

8 

20 

2nd  „ 

9 

9 

18 

3rd  „ 

,  , 

7 

8 

15 

4th  „ 

•• 

11 

13 

24 

39 

38 

77 

16  of  the  above  deaths  were  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the  district. 


The  Deneral  Death-rate  is  12-7  per  00  of  the  population. 

The  Actual  Death-rate  being  10‘09  per  1000  of  the  population. 
Deaths  occurring  in  Institutions : — 


1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4  th 

•« 

Quarter.  Quarter. 

Quarter. 

Quarter. 

The  Veatnmn  Hospital 

The  S.S.  Johns’  Almhouse 

6 

1 

3 

2 

3 

0 

1 

0 

The  Union  Workhouse 

4 

4 

0 

4 

13 

5 

4 

6 

Ages  at  which  death  occurred  ; — 

Under 

1 

yrar. 

1st  Quarter  . .  2 

2nd  „  . .  0 

3rd  „  ..0 

4th  „  . .  3 

5 

Deaths  of  80  years  and  upwards : — 


1  year 

5  years 

15  years 

25  years 

and  under 

and  under 

and  under 

and  under 

5 

15 

25 

65 

0 

1 

1 

4 

2 

0 

1 

9 

0 

1 

1 

4 

0 

3 

3 

6 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

2 

5 

6 

23 

— 

— - 

— 

_ 

1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter.  4th  Quarter. 
8  1  1  2 

Average  age  at  which  death  occurred. — 51’36  years. 


Total 

12 

4 

12 

28 


65  years 
and  up¬ 
wards.  Total. 

12  20 

6  18 

9  15 

9  24 

36  77 


Total. 

12  including  one  of  89  years 


Cause  of  death  r — 
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Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

Phthisis 

Cerebral 

Heart  Disease 

Cancer 

Diarrhoea 

Pyoemia 

Whooping  Cough 
Debility  from  Birth 
Premature  Birth 
Old  Age  and  Geueral  Causes 


1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Quarter. 

Quarter.  Quarter. 

Quarter. 

Total 

2 

2 

3 

3 

10 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3 

S 

2 

9 

6 

4 

3 

4 

17 

0 

2 

2 

2 

S 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

I 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

9 

4 

4 

10 

27 

20 

18 

15 

24 

77 

One  inquest  taken  during  the  year  Open  Verdict. 

Infantile  Mortality. — This  means  the  number  of  children  dying  under  one  year  of  age.  This  year  the  rate  is  satisfactory  on  the  whole, 
the  number  being  five,  in  1907  it  was  ten.  Of  the  five  deaths,  three  occurred  within  a  few  hours  after  birth,  and  were  due  to  debility  aud 
premature  birth,  i  am  not  aware  of  any  important  facts  on  which  I  need  comment,  otherwise,  than  that  I  consider  that  the  general  condition 
of  the  district  is  favourable  to  infant  life,  which  I  think  is  much  attributable  to  the  good  and  plentiful  supply  of  water,  and  the  sanitary 
condition  and  surroundings  of  the  houses  of  the  working  classes  now  so  much  improved. 


Zymotic  Diseases. — With  the  exception  of  two  deaths  from  whooping  cough,  a  disease  which  is  now  no  louger  notifiable,  there  were  none 
from  this  class  of  disease. 


Phthisis. — There  was  only  one  death  due  to  this  disease,  in  1907  there  were  three,  in  1906  six,  and  in  1905  11  deaths,  so  that  the  decrease 
of  deaths  from  this  dire  complaint  within  the  district  may  be  considered  to  be  satisfactory.  It  is  my  rule  invariably  on  receiving  information 
of  a  death  occuring  from  phthisis,  to  have  disinfection  thoroughly  carried  out,  unless  any  objection  is  offered,  but  I  am  pleased  to  say, 
hitherto  in  all  cases,  it  has  been  much  appreciated. 

Cancer. — One  more  death  than  in  1907  was  attributed  to  this  cause,  numbering  6.  This  disease  appears  to  be  on  the  increase,  and  at 
present  there  is  no  specific  cure. 

Births.  — There  were  registered,  of  births  as  occurring  within  the  district : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

1st  Quarter 

18 

12 

30 

2nd  „ 

16 

11 

27 

3rd  „ 

11 

20 

31 

4th 

10 

14 

24 

55 

57 

112 

The  Birth-rate  is  18-5  per  I00C. 

Prevalence  of  Disease. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act. — 15  Certificates  were  received  from  Medical  Practitioners)  of  the  district  during  the  year, 
as  follows :  — 


1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

Total, 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

Diphtheria 

..  4 

2 

0 

1 

7 

Erysipelas 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Typhoid 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Puerperal 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

8 

I  1 

0 

1 

15 

The  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  were  generally  of  a  mild  type,  the  origin  of  the  infection  could  not  be  traced  in  either  case.  No 
death  resulted  from  these  cases. 

The  case  of  typhoid  was  certified  as  positive  by  reaction.  It  did  not  originate  within  the  district,  and  was  not  fatal. 

Tuberculosis. — Hitherto  there  has  been  no  method  in  existence  for  the  control  of  tuberculosis,  but  now  it  has  to  be  notified  in  certain 
cases.  There  is  no  Hospital  or  Institution  within  the  district  for  the  special  treatment  of  tuberculosis. 

The  Isolation  Hospital. — What  I  said  in  my  previous  reports,  I  am  sorry  to  state  is  still  applicable.  It  is  in  a  very  incomplete  state, 
most  unsatisfactory,  whereby  its  utility  is  very  much  curtailed.  Additional  rooms  and  a  permanent  Caretaker  should  be  provided. 

Fortunately  it  has  not  been  required  for  any  case  during  the  year  by  the  Urban  Authority. 
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Whooping  Cough  has  been  more  or  less  prevalent  throughout  the  whole  year,  an!  there  were  two  deaths  attributed  to  this  disease.  As  it 
is  no  longer  notifiable,  I  have  no  means  of  estimating  the  number  of  cases,  or  of  any  control  over  this  disease. 

Measles. — The  district  has  been  entirely  free,  as  far  as  I  know  from  this  disease  throughout  the  year,  but  as  it  is  not  now  notifiable,  I 
cannot  speak  with  any  authority  on  this  point. 

My  attention  has  not  been  directed  throughout  the  year  to  any  case  of  illness  attributed  to  the  consumption  of  any  particular  article  of 
food,  such  as  shell-fish,  tinned  meat,  etc. 

The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — House  accommodation  is  much  improved,  more  adequate  in  the  district,  but  still  insufficient. 
During  my  visits  of  inspection  I  have  not  met  with  any  case  of  overcrowding  requiring  my  interference,  and  the  sanitation  is  much  improved. 
Tbe  houses,  as  far  as  they  go,  are  generally  well  fitted  for  habitation.  No  action  has  been  taken  or  required  under  parts  1,  2,  or  3, 
respectively  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 

Ihe  Sewerage  and  Drainage. — There  have  been  no  new  sewers  added  during  the  year,  and  the  sewerage  and  drainage  appear  to  be 
sufficient  throughout  the  District  at  the  present  time.  Most  of  the  House  Drains  have  interceptors.  The  sewage  is  treated  by  the  “  Fenozone 
Process,”  and  so  purified  before  entering  the  river. 

The  Sole  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. — Six  samples  of  milk  and  nine  general  samples  were  taken  by  the  Inspector  during  the  year  aud  found 
to  be  generally  satisfactory.  No  action  or  prosecution  was  taken  under  this  Act  throughout  the  year.  One  sample  of  vinegar  was  referred  to 
me.  As  a  result  of  Analysis  by  the  County  Analyst,  it  was  stated  to  be  geuuine,  but  it  was  found  to  contain  a  considerable  number  of  vinegar 
eels ;  upon  this  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  inspect  the  sample.  I  found  it  was  a  remnant  of  a  cask  of  vinegar  which  had  been  in  my  opinion 
too  long  in  store.  I  considered  it  might  be  deleterious  or  prejudicial  to  health  if  sold,  and  as  it  was  only  a  small  quantity  left,  the  loss  would  be 
inconsiderable,  I  requested  it  to  be  destroyed,  which  was  done,  aud  advised  the  Dealer  not  to  store  it  in  future  in  such  large  quantities,  and 
my  suggestion  was  readily  accepted. 

General  Sanitary  Work. — During  the  year  I  have  made  frequent  and  periodical  inspections  throughout  the  District,  and  found  sanitation 
to  be  much  improved. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — I  have  inspected  quarterly  all  within  the  District  and  found  them  to  be  in  a  sanitary  condition ;  some 
of  my  visits  were  in  coujunctiou  with  the  Inspector.  There  has  been  one  great  improvement,  in  the  case  of  a  Milk  shop,  where  the  business 
was  carried  on  in  old  and  dilapidated  premises,  which  was  very  unsatisfactory  ;  the  business  was  for  a  time  removed  to  other  premises  under 
my  inspection,  the  old  were  pulled  down,  and  new  and  commodious  premises  built  on  the  site,  well  fitted,  up  to  date,  with  all  modern 
appliances,  and  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view  is  now  most  satisfactory. 

Cowsheds. — These  are  generally  in  good  condition  and  well  kept.  In  one  case  I  reported  that  a  better  floor  was  absolutely  necessary,  and 
this  in  a  short  time  was  complied  with. 

Dairies. — These  are  in  good  order,  well  cleansed  and  periodically  lime-washed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Inspector. 

I  find  the  Milk  supply  is  produced  within  the  District  or  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

I  received  information  that  at  the  Fairs  and  Markets  of  late,  some  time  after  the  Cows  have  been  standing,  the  Stock  Milk  was  retailed 
throughout  the  district  in  very  undesirable  receptacles,  and  sold  at  a  reduced  price  to  the  inhabitants.  I  immediately  gave  it  my  attention, 
as  such  a  practice  would  be  most  likely  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  Public  Health.  I  put  the  Inspector  on  the  alert,  but  we  were  unable  to  prove 
a  case.  I  think  making  a  stir  had  good  effect,  as  I  have  not  since  heard  of  the  continuation  of  the  practice. 

Slaughter-houses  and  Bake-houses. — These  have  been  regularity  visited  both  by  the  Inspector  and  myself  and  were  always  found  to  be 
well  kept  and  in  a  sanitary  condition  ;  with  the  authority  of  the  Urban  Council,  the  Inspector  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Animals  pays  occasional  visits  to  the  Slaughter  houses  with  good  effect.  There  are  now  no  underground  Bakehouses  within  the 
district. 

In  one  case  I  received  information,  during  the  hot  weather,  that  a  certain  stable  was  being  used  in  au  unsatisfactory  manner  by  the 
occupation  of  an  itinerant  Fish-dealer,  who  was  using  it  more  or  less  as  an  habitation,  and  storing  hi-,  goods  there ;  I  paid  a  special  visit  in 
conjunction  with  the  Inspector  and  found  Fish  was  stored  there  in  small  quantities,  and  there  was  decided  evidence  that  it  was  also  used  as 
a  dwelling  place.  I  strongly  protested  against  this,  and  reported  it  to  the  Council,  but  no  actiou  was  necessary,  as  it  was  immediately  dis¬ 
continued  and  the  occupier  at  once  left  the  Town. 

Scavenging. —  This  is  done  regularly  by  the  Public  Scavenger,  and  some  of  the  streets  of  the  town  are  swept  and  cleansed  twice  daily. 
House  refuse  is  removed  twice  a  week  regularly  by  the  Scavenger  and  destroyed  by  burning.  At  present  no  Destructor  is  in  use  in  the  district. 
The  sewers  are  regularly  flushed,  and  this  can  be  well  carried  out,  owing  to  the  plentiful  supply  of  water. 

Nuisances. — These  have  been  dealt  with  as  occasion  required,  aud  in  all  cases  have  been  abated.  Ninety-nine  formal  or  informal 
notices  were  issued  during  the  year  for  the  amendment  of  insanitary  houses  or  premises.  Sixty-nine  houses  were  cleansed  or  repaired  under 
the  “  Public  Health  Act.”  The  Inspector  made  frequent  and  periodical  inspection  throughout  the  whole  district  during  the  year  for  the 
detection  of  nuisances.  Details  will  be  more  fully  given  in  the  table  of  sanitary  work  accompanying  this  report, 

The  Water  Supply  has  continued  to  be  abundant  all  through  the  year,  of  excellent  quality  for  both  potable  and  domestic  purposes. 
It  is  obtained  from  two  sources  ;  principally  from  a  deep  well  thro’  sand  and  rock,  pumped  by  steam  power  into  the  reservoir ;  there  is  an 
electric  indicator  in  the  pump-room  showing  the  state  of  the  reservoir  as  to  demand  and  supply,  which  is  carefully  watched  by  night  and  by 
rlay.  Another  small  supply  is  derived  from  springs  (up  land)  at  a  field  called  Dymore,  close  to  the  town,  and  finds  its  way  to  the  Reservoir 
by  gravitation.  This  water  is  also  of  excellent  quality. 

There  are  two  reservoirs  which  are  cleaned  out  periodically  ;  they  provide  a  continuous  supply  to  the  town  by  day  and  by  night.  There 
is  no  risk  of  pollution  from  the  well  source,  uor  is  it  liable  to  Plumbo  Solvent  Aotion. 
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The  Workshops  and  Factory  Act,  1901. — So  far  as  I  know  the  regulations  of  this  Aci  are  thoroughly  complied  with,  but  the  visits  of 
H.  M.  Inspector  are  so  frequent,  that  little  is  left  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  do,  or  report  under  this  heading.  Three  new  workshops 
have  been  placed  on  the  register  during  the  year;  Thirteen  Workshops  have  been  cleansed  and  repaired  during  the  year;  they  are  all  well 
ventilated  and  generally  in  a  sanitary  condition,  they  have  all  been  under  my  supervision.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  made  frequent  visits 
of  inspection  and  consulted  me  on  matters  when  necessary. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  (Under  the  Administrative  Provisions  Act,  1907). — Two  whole  time  Medical  Officers  for  the 
inspection  of  School  Children  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  have  been  appointed  for  the  County  including  this  district.  These 
Medical  Officers  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Education  Committee ;  The  Senior  Officer  is  Dr.  J.  E.  Robinson,  County  Education 
Office,  Dorchester. 

Midwives  Act. — I  am  not  aware  that  at  present  much  has  been  done  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  Provisions  of  this  Act,  in  this  district ; 
what  1  stated  in  my  previous  Reports  will  apply  now.  I  am  only  aware  of  one  registered  midwife  practising  in  the  district,  and  she  is  also 
the  Town  Nurse  ;  more  are  absolutely  required. 

Improvements. — The  greatest  improvement  effected  during  the  year  has  been  recently  carried  out  by  the  widening  of  North  Road,  in 
conjunction  with  Newland.  Certain  property  was  acquit ed  by  the  Council,  which  stood  in  the  way  ;  this  was  pulled  down,  by  which  sufficient 
width  was  gained  to  make  a  most  complete  thoroughfare  of  regulation  width  from  Cold  Harbour  on  the  North,  crossing  Newland  to  Long 
Street  on  the  South,  an  improvement  by  which  the  public  safety  is  enhanced. 

Plans.— Seventeen  plans  were  presented  me  for  revision  during  the  year  ;  these  were  for  1  semi-detached  villas,  and  alterations,  with 
bathrooms.  There  were  no  Cottages  built  during  the  year. 

Town  Hall. — On  more  than  one  occasion  in  my  previous  Reports  I  have  referred  to  the  want  of  a  Town  Hall.  I  would  now  emphasize 
these  remarks,  as  the  great  need  is  accentuated  every  day.  Morally,  intellectually  and  religiously  it  is  absolutely  required.  The  Council 
have  not  sufficient  accommodation,  and  the  chamber  they  now  occupy  is  very  inadequate  for  the  purpose.  Ou  sanitary  grounds  they  should 
have  a  better  building  for  their  meetings.  In  competition  with  other  small  towns  Sherborne  is  much  handicapped,  in  not  having  a  building 
for  the  discharge  of  public  business,  meetings,  and  other  functions. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  pay  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Surveyor,  Mr.  Farrall,  who  after  many  years  service, 
succumbed  to  a  long  illness  during  the  year.  I  had  known  him  for  many  years  ;  he  was  a  man  of  no  mean  ability,  possessed  of  scientific 
attainments,  which  well  qualified  him  for  the  duties  of  the  office  he  so  faithfutly  discharged  ;  he  was  a  loyal  and  courteous  colleague,  and  I 
cannot  refer  to  his  loss  without  regret. 

These  reports  as  for  the  information  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  the  County  Council,  and  other  Bodies,  as  well  as  the  District 
Council,  and  some  of  the  matter  may  appear  superfluous  to  your  Council,  nevertheless  it  is  necessary  to  be  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  information  of  the  former  Bodies,  in  acccordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 


Swanage-Dr.  A.  McCausland 

Population.  —The  population  last  census  (1901)  for  this  district  was  3,108,  since  then  the  number  of  houses  has  almost  doubled  and  I 
estimate  the  present  population  at  4,100. 

Birth-rate. — There  were  77  births  during  the  year,  a  large  decrease  on  last  year  when  we  had  98.  This  makes  a  birth-rate  of  18'7  per 
1000  of  the  population. 

Death-rate.—  There  were  46  deaths  during  the  year,  making  a  death-rate  of  11-8  per  1000.  The  average  for  the  last  ten  years  has  been 
11-9  per  1000. 

Average  Age  at  death.— The  average  age  at  death  was  47^  years.  This  is  rather  low  for  Swanage  owing  to  the  death,  during  the  year, 
of  six  infants. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. — There  were  no  deaths  from  any  zymotic  or  infectious  diseases,  this  is  the  same  as  last  year. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Six  children  died  under  one  year  of  age,  making  a  rate  of  77'8  per  1000  births  registered. 

Prevalence  of  Disease. — During  the  year  there  were  53  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified — 47  of  these  were  scarlet  fever.  We  had  no 
cases  notified  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  nor  between  July  10th  and  September  15th  w'hen  the  schools  had  their  holidays,  thegreater  number 
occurring  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  when  the  disease  is  usually  most  prevalent.  The  disease  itself  was  of  a  very  mild  type,  and  so 
was  carried  about  unrecognised  for  some  time  in  at  least  one  case,  and  so  no  doubt  caused  the  spread  of  it  amongst  the  children  in  the  Council 
School.  Thirty-six  cases  were  of  school  age,  between  five  and  fifteen  years  of  age,  seven  below  five  years  of  age  and  the  other  four  adults. 
The  children  were  isolated  as  far  as  possible  in  their  own  houses  and  in  some  cases  the  progress  was  arrested  in  that  house,  but  we  were 
hampered  by  lack  of  a  proper  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Water  Supply. — The  supply  was  abundant  and  good,  a  new  supply  has  been  obtained  on  the  other  side  of  the  town  from  the  present 
source  at  Ulwell,  and  has  been  pronounced  of  excellent  quality. 

Sewerage. — This  is  most  satisfactory,  and  there  were  but  few  complaints  as  to  smells  emanating  from  the  Road  Gulleys. 

Isolation  Hospital. — We  have  been  busy  trying  to  secure  a  site  for  an  Isolation  Hospital,  but  there  has  been  great  difficulty  in  getting  the 
ground  landlords  to  entertain  any  proposal  for  a  suitable  site,  but  I  think  it  is  almost  certain  that  we  will  be  able  to  secure  a  suitable  place 

early  in  1909, 
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Disinfecting  Apparatus. — We  still  disinfect  with  formalin  or  sulphur,  destroying  such  articles  as  are  incapable  of  disinfection  by  such 
means. 

Slaughter-houses.—  There  are  two  outside  the  town,  which  are  as  a  rule  no  nuisance,  but  in  one  of  these  when  the  wind  is  from  a  certain 
direction  there  is  a  smell  when  boiling  down  the  offal. 

Bake-houses  and  Dairies. — These  have  been  frequently  inspected  and  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Common  Lodging-houses. — There  are  none  registered,  one  house  which  was  considered  to  be  used  as  such,  the  owner  being  warned  to  have 
it  registered  refused  to  do  so,  and  no  longer  uses  it  as  such. 

General  Remarks. — The  death-rate  continues  very  low,  two  of  the  deaths  were  persons  found  drowned  who  did  not  belong  to  Swanage. 
The  birth-rate  was  below  the  average  and  the  infantile  mortality  somewhat  higher  than  last  year.  For  two  years  we  Lave  had  no  deaths 
from  any  zymotic  or  infectious  disease,  which  speaks  well  for  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  place.  The  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  of  a  very 
mild  type  ;  when  we  have  an  Isolation  Hospital  it  will  be  a  great  advantage  in  arresting  the  spread  of  an  epidemic  by  isolating  the  early 
cases.  We  had  seven  deaths  from  cancer  and  only  three  from  phthisis,  the  former  disease  seems  to  be  on  the  increase  and  the  latter 
diminishing,  owing  greatly  to  persons  being  better  educated  as  to  the  value  of  fresh  air  and  healthy  surroundings. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  41  factories  and  workshops  which  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  no  complaints  having  been 
received  concerning  them. 


Wareham  -  Mr.  K.  J.  Courtenay. 

Area.- — The  district  comprises  251  acres. 

Population. — At  the  last  census  the  population  was  2,003,  and  is  estimated  to  be  the  same  to  the  middle  of  1908. 

Death-rate. — Including  the  Workhouse  there  were  35  deaths — 1 1  of  which  were  non-residents.  This  gives  a  death-rate  of  12  per  1000, 
the  lowest  rate  for  the  last  nine  years.  Of  these  deaths  4  were  due  to  Heart  Disease,  2  to  Cancer,  1  to  Pneumonia,  1  to  Bronchitis,  1  to 
Accident.  The  latter  was  due  to  a  horse  bolting,  and  the  man  was  a  non-resident.  The  average  age  at  death  was  63  years. 

Infant  Mortality. — There  was  one  death  under  one  year  due  to  premature  birth.  This  gives  a  rate  of  30'3  per  1000  births  registered,  a 
great  decrease  on  former  years. 

Birth-rate. — There  were  33  births  registered  in  the  year,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  16-5.  This  is  the  lowest  rate  for  the  last  ten  years. 

Zymotic  Disease. — No  death  occurred  from  this. 

Infectious  Disease. — I  received  seven  certificates  under  the  Notification  of  Diseases  Act,  viz.,  5  from  Scarlet  Fever,  1  from  Enteric  Fever, 
1  from  Erysipelas. 

Water  Supply.— The  water  from  the  Waterworks  at  Worgret  is  most  satisfactory  in  every  way. 

Setcage  and  Drainage.— The  drainage  is  still  carried  on  by  vault  privies,  but  when  opportunities  occur  earth  closets  are  substituted.  It 
would  be  an  improvement  if  cesspools  were  emptied  more  regularly. 

Dairies,  Bake,  Slaughter,  and  Lodging-houses. — An  improvement  has  taken  place  and  these  are  generally  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

General. — Several  alterations  that  were  suggested  have  taken  place  in  the  workshops.  It  would  be  a  great  boon  to  the  town  if  a  public 
slaughter-house  was  erected,  as  I  consider  the  present  slaughter-houses  are  too  close  to  the  dwelling-houses. 

The  new  Alms  houses  are  now  occupied,  but  I  should  strongly  advise  the  appointment  of  a  resident  Matron  as  there  is  no  one  at  present 
to  overlook  the  inmates. 

The  health  of  the  town  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  quite  satisfactory. 


Weymouth  and  Melcombe  Regis— Mr.  W.  B.  Barclay 

In  accordance  with  Section  XIV.  of  Art.  18  of  the  Local  Government  Order  as  to  the  Duties  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  have  the 
honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Fourth  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  District. 

In  a  memorandum  issued  by  the  Medical  Officer  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  of  date  Nov.,  1908,  the  following  paragraphs  occur, 
which  of  themselves  are  explanatory  of  the  course  adopted  in  the  Report,  as  I  have  followed  strictly  the  order,  in  which  the  subjects  upon 
which  information  is  desired,  are  detailed  : — 
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“  The  report  should  be  chiefly  concerned  with  the  conditions  affecting  health  in  the  district  and  with  the  means  for  improving  those 
conditions.  It  should  contain  an  account,  brought  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district,  and 
of  any  improvement  or  deterioration  in  these  circumstances  which  may  have  occurred  during  the  year.  Care  should  be  taken  to  report'  fully 
and  explicitly  on  the  influences  affecting  or  threatening  to  affect  injuriously  the  public  health  in  the  district,  and  on  the  action  which  has 
been  taken,  or  which  may  still  be  needed,  with  a  view  to  combat  those  influences.  It  is  of  especial  importance  that  the  medical  officer  of 
health  should  record  what  action  has  been  taken  to  remedy  unhealthy  conditions  which  have  been  reported  by  him  in  previous  annual 
reports,  or  in  special  reports  presented  during  the  year  under  review,  and  that  attention  should  be  called  afresh,  year  by  year,  to  such  as 
remain  unremedied. 

“  The  following  deserve  to  be  especially  borne  in  mind  as  subjects  concerning  which  the  Board  desire  to  obtain,  through  annual  reports 
of  the  medical  officer  of  health,  not  only  definite  general  information,  but  record  also  of  particular  changes  of  condition  that  may  have 
occurred  incidentally  or  by  action  of  the  local  authority." 

I  have  endeavoured  as  far  as  possible  to  carry  out  the  spirit  as  well  as  the  letter  of  the  above,  and  to  be  as  candid  as  possible  as  to  the 
state  of  your  district.  In  being  so,  it  is  inevitable  that  I  cannot  meet  with  the  approval  of  everyone  concerned,  as  the  lay  and  professional 
mind  cannot  always  judge  things  alike. 

In  carrying  out  my  duties  I  am  continually  indebted  to  the  Medical  profession  for  assistance  and  co-operation.  My  sincere 
thanks  are  due  to  the  Members  of  the  Council  in  general,  and  the  Sanitary  Committee  in  particular,  for  their  kindness  and  support 
throughout  the  year. 

Area  of  the  Borough  in  Statute  Aores,  1616§. 

Population ,  Census  1901,  19,813  ;  estimated,  middle  of  June,  23,600. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  Census  1901,  3,881  ;  1908,  4,638. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  1901,  5-1 

Density  of  Population,,  persons  per  acre,  18. 

Uncorrected  Death-rate,  13. 

Birth-rate,  22-7. 

Death-rate,  12-8. 

Zymotic  Death-rate,  • 76 

Infantile  Mortality,  93. 

The  Borough.— The  Borough  is  formed  from  the  union  of  the  two  ancient  and  separate  boroughs  of  Weymouth  and  Melcombe  Regis 
separated  by  the  Harbour  and  its  prolongation — West  and  North  the  Backwater. 

Melcombe  Regis  lies  to  the  East  of  the  Backwater  and  North  of  the  Harbour,  it  is  more  the  level  of  the  two,  the  maximum  height  above 
sea  level  being  108  feet.  It  is  divided  into  two  Wards,  North  and  South.  The  Geological  formation  of  the  greate  r  portion  of  Melcombe 
Regis  is  Oxford  Clay,  but  that  portion  facing  the  Bay  has  an  overlying  strata  of  shingle  and  sand  to  a  depth  of  8  or  10  feet. 

Weymouth  lying  to  the  West  and  South  of  the  Harbour  and  Backwater,  is  the  more  hilly  portion,  the  gradients  being  steeper,  the 
maximum  height  being  175  feet.  The  Geological  formation  is  Clay  and  Coral  Rag. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  was  considerably  enlarged  in  1895  by  including  a  portion  of  the  Radipole  Parish  in  Melcombe  Regis  and  of 
Wyke  Regis  in  Weymouth. 


The  Area  as  given  me  by  the  Borough  Engineer  is 

Old  Borough  | 
Extension  ..  I 


Acres. 


Land 

4524 

Tidal  Waters 

311 

— 

7634 

Radipole  . .  . . 

437 

Wyke  Regis 

416f 

— 

853j} 

Total 

.. 

1616f 

Population.— As  in  all  yeafs,  except  the  Census  year,  this  has  to  be  estimated,  and  in  consequence  of  the  extension  of  the  Borough  in 
1895,  the  usual  method  of  estimation  by  calculating  the  rate  of  increase  as  being  the  same  in  each  decennial  period,  is  not  available. 

It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  arrive  at  a  correct  estimate,  and  I  have  taken  all  the  various  methods  and  struck  an  average,  correcting  this 
by  means  of  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  and  the  average  number  of  persons  to  each  house  as  at  the  census  in  1901. 

The  estimation  has  to  be  made  for  the  normal  population  as  at  the  end  of  June,  and  as  there  is  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
inhabited  houses,  I  have  estimated  the  number  at  23,600. 
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This  does  not  take  into  consideration  visitors  or  the  men  belonging  to  the  Royal  Navy.  Were  these  estimated  for — and  the  latter  are 
with  us  during  a  large  portion  of  the  year — the  numbers  would  be  greatly  increased. 

The  Melcombe  Regis  division  of  the  Borough  has  increased  somewhat  more  in  proportion  than  Weymouth,  and  taking  the  basis  of 
inhabited  houses  as  a  means  of  estimation,  I  estimate  Melcombe  Regis  population  as  11,805,  Weymouth  as  11,795. 

Meteorology. — Full  details  of  the  Meteorology  of  the  Borough  will  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the  Honorary  Meteorologist,  Mr.  I.  J.  Brown, 
F.R.  Met.  Soc.,  but  the  following  summary  of  his  report  may  be  of  interest  : — 

Highest  Maximum  Temperature  ..  ..  80'8  deg.  July  2  &  Aug.  7. 

Lowest  Minimum  „  ..  ..  19-3  on  Dec.  30. 

Mean  Maximum  „  ..  ..  57’4  ,, 

Mean  Minimum  ,,  ..  ..  45-6  ,, 

Mean  of  Maximum  aud  Minimum . .  ..  51-5  „ 

Difference  from  Average  ..  ..  ..  +  0-9 

Number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell  . .  156 

Total  fall  in  inches  . .  . .  . .  . .  24‘57 

Mean  Relative  Humidity  ..  ..  ..  79% 

Number  of  hours  of  bright  sunshine  . .  1857‘9 

Days  on  which  sun  shone  . .  . .  . .  313 


Climate. — The  Naples  of  England,  as  it  aptly  has  been  termed,  possesses  one  of  the  most  equable  climates  in  the  Country. 

Its  rare  geographical  position,  situated  at  the  extremity  of  a  promontory,  sheltered  from  the  North  by  the  Dorset  Hills,  with  the  Crescent 
Bay  facing  the  East,  and  with  the  pure,  fresh  and  invigorating  breezes  of  the  English  Channel  fanning  it  from  the  West,  with  its  wealth  of 
bright  sunshine,  its  small  rainfall,  its  soft  yet  mildly  invigorating  atmosphere  free  from  any  oppressive  humidity  ;  Weymouth  equals,  if  it 
does  not  excel,  any  other  health  resort  in  the  Country. 

Although  in  easterly  winds  the  Esplanade  is  somewhat  exposed,  yet  one  has  only  to  travel  to  another  portion  of  the  Borough  where  the 
outlook  is  to  the  South  and  West  and  the  English  Channel,  and  this  drawback  vanishes. 

Boating  and  Bathing  are  of  the  safest  and  best.  Public  Gardens  are  dotted  here  and  there,  whilst  the  many  places  of  historical  interest, 
and  the  diversified  scenery  of  laud  and  sea-scape — some  of  these  unique — are  easily  accessible  by  numerous  steamers  and  coaches. 

The  prevailing  westerly  winds  and  the  sheltered  position  of  the  Town  gives  to  the  Winter  a  mildness  and  salubrity  which  it  is  to  be 
regretted  are  not  more  widely  known. 

Occupation  of  Inhabitants. — To  a  considerable  extent  Weymouth  may  be  considered,  like  other  Health  Resorts,  a  residential  place. 

Very  few  of  the  inhabitants  are  solely  dependent  upon  the  letting  of  houses  in  the  summer,  though  a  considerable  number  find  this 
occupation  very  desirable,  and  frequently  essential,  addition  to  their  incomes.  The  working  or  artizuu  class  are  chiefly  engaged  as  skilled 
mechanics  at  Whitehead’s  Torpedo  Works,  or  in  the  various  building  trades,  with  a  small  number  in  engineering  and  shipbuilding.  The 
Harbour  with  its  shipping,  boating  and  fishing  also  find  employment  for  a  small  number.  It  cannot  be  said  that  any  particular  occupation 
has  an  influence  on  the  Public  Health. 

Housing  Accommodation. — During  the  past  year  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  inhabited  houses,  an  increase 
very  much  in  excess  of  the  number  of  new  houses  erected,  consequently  there  are  very  few  houses  in  the  Borough  empty. 

The  majority  of  new  houses  erected  are  of  a  class  and  rental  beyond  the  reach  of  the  working  class.  The  Borough  being  an  ancient  one 
the  character  of  the  houses  vary  greatly. 

Rodwell  district  and  Melcombe  Regis  North  district  may  be  considered  to  all  intents,  and  with  but  few  exceptions,  residential  and  the 
houses  of  modern  type  or  recently  modernized. 

The  centre  of  the  town — Melcombe  Regis  South  and  that  portion  of  Weymouth  abutting  on  the  harbour — are  old.  The  streets  are 
narrow,  yard  spaces  diminutive,  and  the  area  generally  congested.  It  is  in  these  portions  of  the  Borough  that  we  have  many  of  the  older 
courts  and  alleys  and  some  back-to-back  houses,  but  as  these  portions  have  been  receiving  particular  attention  from  the  Sanitary  Authority 
during  the  last  six  years,  they  now  to  a  large  extent  compare  favourably  as  regards  cleanliness  of  surroundings,  paved  yards  and  streets,  and 
sanitary  conditions,  with  other  more  open  and  modern  streets.  Only  a  proper  housing  plan,  with  demolition  and  removal  of  many  streets, 
and  rebuilding,  can  ever  bring  many  of  these  portions  into  an  approach  to  the  garden  city  of  the  future. 

The  Westham  portion  of  the  Borough  is  of  much  more  modern  construction  and  contains  many  rows  of  houses  erected  for  and  occupied 
by  the  working  classes. 

At  the  present  time  there  is  a  serious  lack  of  houses  suitable  for  the  working  classes  or  labourer  as  apart  from  the  skilled  artizan. 
Houses  below  5/6  per  week  are  rare  and  eagerly  sought  after,  and  are  of  the  type  of  house  previously  mentioned  as  being  in  the  congested 
portion  and  not  such  as  would  now  be  allowed  to  be  erected. 

In  consequence  of  this  lack  of  cheaper  residences,  the  people  are  compelled  to  sub-let,  and  many  cases  of  overcrowding  are  brought  to 
light,  and  are  most  difficult  to  deal  with,  as  orders  for  abatement  nearly  invariably  result  only  in  a  transference  of  sh.*  overccowdiag.  j 
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Added  to  this  lack  of  house  accommodation,  we  have  periodically  large  influxes  of  people  who  have  to  find  sleeping  accommodation.  I 
do  not  refer  to  the  summer  visitors,  but  to  the  men  of  the  Royal  Navy.  As  mentioned  in  my  last  year’s  report,  large  numbers  of  these  sleep 
on  shore  when  on  leave,  and  find  accommodation  in  the  houses  of  the  working  classes.  There  is  no  objection  to  this— though  I  am  advised 
that  such  houses  should  be  considered  common  lodging  houses — it  sufficient  care  were  exercised  to  limit  the  number  of  lodgers  to  the 
accommodation  available.  But  very  many  cases  are  reported  to  me — i  hough  I  have  never  been  able  to  have  such  verification  as  would  enable 
legal  action  to  be  taken  of  the  permanent  residents  being  herded  together  in  one  room  or  occupying  the  kitchen,  whilst  all  available 
bediooms  were  let  for  the  night.  Other  cases  also  have  been  reported  to  me  and  enquired  into  as  overcrowding  cases  that  turned  out  to  be 
only  cases  of  gross  immorality. 

It  is  evident  that  both  from  a  moral  and  a  health  point  of  view  action  must  be  taken  to  remedy  this  state  of  affairs,  and  the  whole  root 
of  the  evil  lies  in  the  lack  of  cheap  housing  accommodation.  It  is  a  matter  of  serious  consideration  whether  the  Municipality  beiug 
themselves  holders  of  land  and  buildings,  should  move  in  this  direction  or  continue  as  in  the  past  to  leave  it  to  private  enterprise. 

Under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  considerable  action  has  been  taken  throughout  the  year.  After  three  years’  delay,  the 
worst  portions  of  Horsford  Street-  upon  which  a  representation  was  made  in  1905,  under  Part  II.  of  the’ Act,  as  being  an  insanitary  area— 
has  been  permanently  closed,  and  I  have  now  asked  for  a  demolition  order,  the  matter  being  under  consideration  at  date.  Action  has  been 
taken  as  regards  Wellington  Place,  which  has  been  nearly  completed.  Franchise  Court,  some  portions  of  St.  Leonard’s  Road,  Chapelhay 
Sfcieet,  High  Street.  Beale’s  Court,  Love  Lane,  Newberry  Terrace  Cove  Street,  East  Street,  etc.,  with  a  few  exceptions,  and  in  these  the 
oideis  aie  recent,  action  has  or  is  being  taken.  Penny  Street,  W  alpole  Street  and  the  Park  district  has  once  again  been  reported  as  requiring 
drastic  action,  but  has  been  postponed  As  these  were  first  reported  in  1904  bv  my  predecessor,  and  have  since  been  yearlv  brought  un 
further  delay  is  to  be  much  deprecated.  ' 

The  matter  of  West  Plain  and  surrounding  district  was  this  year,  for  the  second  time,  a  subject  of  enquiry  by  the  Local  Government 
Board.  4 he  “  status  quo  ante”  has  been  retroverted  to,  and  legal  reasons  prevent  my  entering  further  into  the  subject. 

Bye-Laws  dealing  with  the  erection  of  New  Houses  were  adopted  in  October,  1897.  superceding  those  of  1871.  Excellent  as  these 
Bye-Laws  are  in  intention  I  have  Deen  forced  to  call  frequent  attention  to  their  evasion. 

The  only  inspection  of  new  buildings,  there  being  no  building  inspector,  is  that  of  the  drains,  which,  as  far  as  the  disconnecting  chamber, 
is  done  by  the  Health  Department.  From  the  disconnector  to  the  sewer,  however  distant  the  former  may  be,  it  is  under  the  Surveyor’s 
Department. 

This  subject  of  inspection  of  New  Buildings  and  Drainage  has  been  a  matter  of  discussion  and  report  each  year  since  1902  (it  may  also 
have  been  previously  to  that  date)  and  the  only  step  gained  has  been  the  transference  in  1906  of  the  testing  of  new  drains  to  the  Health 
Department.  This  was  a  real  gain  and  has  resulted  in  great  improvement  in  drainage  matters,  but  unfortunately  during  the  last  year  a 
considerable  number  of  houses  erected  in  the  Radipole  and  Rodwell  districts  have  been  reported  as  being  constructed — as  regards  drains  and 
sanitary  arrangements  generally — in  a  very  jerry  manuer,  and  not  in  accordance  with  the  Bye-Laws. 

These  houses  have  been  completed  and  occupied,  and  I  believe  some  purchased  by  their  occupiers,  in  spite  of  protests.  What  is  the  use 
of  Bye-Laws  if  they  are  not  enforced  ? 

It  has  been  urged  that  new  buildings  are  entirely  under  the  Surveyor’s  Department,  and  that  the  Health  Department  has  nothing  to  do 
with  them,  apart  from  inspecting  the  drains.  I  must  strongly  and  publicly  protest  against  this.  The  duties  of  the  M.O.H.  are  defined  by 
statute,  and  are  to  the  effect  that  he  shall  inform  himself  and  advise  his  Authority  upon  all  matters  or  “Influences  affecting  or  threatening 
to  affect  injuriously  the  public  Health,”  and  shall  advise  them  also  “On  any  question  relating  to  health  involved  in  the  framing  and 
subsequent  working  of  such  bye-laws  and  regulations  as  they  may  have  power  to  make.” 

If  jerry  building  or  jerry  construction  of  all  sanitary  arrangements  and  drains  do  not  affect  or  threaten  to  affect  injuriously  the  public 
health,  then  all  sanitary  legislation  has  been  useless. 

I  have  in  previous  years,  and  again  in  this,  simply  asked  that  the  Health  Department  should  be  allowed  to  inspect  plans  of  drainage, 
etc.,  previously  lo  their  being  passed  by  the  Council,  and  that  Bye-law  110  should  be  amended  to  the  effect  that  no  new  building  shall  be 
allowed  to  be  occupied  until  a  certificate  has  been  received  that  it  is  fit  for  occupation,  and  that  where  the  word  Surveyor  occurs  the  words 
and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  be  added. 

As  at  present  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  a  new  building  being  occupied  before  it  is  plastered,  aud  the  usual  rule  here  is  that  they  are 
occupied  before  the  plaster  is  dry.  A  Building  Inspector  has  long  been  a  necessity  for  the  town  as,  though  plans  are  deposited,  there  has 
never  been  anyone  to  see  that  they  were  adhered  to,  and  the  consequences  have  been  dire,  and  it  has  been  my  painful  duty  to  again  and 
again  call  the  attention  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  the  continued  erection  and  passive  sanction  of  dwellings  that  are  not  in  such  a  state 
as  to  receive  a  sanitary  certificate. 

I  have  strongly  protested  against  the  Corporation  themselves  in  the  erection  of  their  Pier  Pavilion,  taking  a  most  retrograde  step,  by 
allowing  the  drainage — including  sewage— from  one  portion  to  be  discharged  direct  into  the  harbour  near  the  landing  steps  and  passenger 
landing  stage,  as  active  steps  have  been  taken  to  compel,  during  past  years,  the  severance  of  all  drainage  connections  with  the  harbour,  and 
their  junction  with  the  main  sewers.  This  action  of  the  Corporation  in  making  the  river  and  harbour  again  into  a  sewer  cannot  but  have  a 
most  prejudicial  effect.  Had  the  plans  been  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  Health  Department,  it  is  certain  that  a  protest  would  have  been 
lodged  prior  to  their  adoption,  instead  of  allowing  that  department  to  find  it  out  for  themselves  after  the  drains  were  laid  and  covered  in. 
No  test  of  these  drains  was  made  by  the  Health  Department,  notice  not  being  sent. 

Water  Supply. — The  Borough  is  supplied  throughout  by  a  private  Company,  which  also  supplies  various  villages  in  the  adjacent  Rural 
District.  The  water  springs  from  the  upper  green  sand,  below  the  chalk  at  the  foot  of  a  hill  beyond  the  village  of  Button  Poyntz,  3J  miles 
from  the  town. 
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A  large  number  of  springs  issue  from  the  side  of  the  hill  and  run  directly  into  a  small  reservoir  or  collecting  pond,  partly  concrete  and 
partly  soil.  It  is  not  stored  here  but  Mows  at  once  through  a  strainer  to  the  pumping  station. 


The  whole  source  is  surrounded  for  about  four  acres  by  an  unclimbable  iron  fence,  and  is  uninhabited  for  a  considerable  distance  round. 
The  height  of  the  reservoirs  aud  springs  is  about  80  feet  above  sea  level.  The  water  Mows  by  gravitation  to  the  pumping  station  40  feet  below, 
where  partly  by  turbine  engines  and  partly  by  steam  it  is  pumped  to  the  covered  reservoirs  at  Preston  160  feet  higher,  and  at  Wyke  185  feet 
higher.  From  the  Preston  reservoir  it  Mows  by  gravitation  to  a  covered  reservoir  at  Rodwell  at  142  feet,  aud  these — Podwell  and  Wyke — 
supply  the  town  of  Weymouth,  the  latter  serving  the  higher  parts  of  the  town.  The  supply  is  on  the  constant  system,  and  the  quantity  is 
sufficient,  averaging  25J  gallons  per  head  per  day.  It  is  of  excellent  quality,  though  rather  hard.  The  accompanying  analysis  has  been 
given  me  by  the  Company  as  having  been  made  by  their  Analyst  : — 

(COPY)  Western  Counties  Laboratory, 

Southey  House,  College  Green,  Bristol, 

February  19th ,  1908. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Weymouth  Waterworks  Company. 

Gentlemen, 

1  beg  to  hand  you  the  results  of  analysis  of  a  sample  of  the  Weymouth  Water  received  on  the  14th  inst.  as  follows  : 

Grains  per  gallon. 

'  0008 
•0015 
•253 

..  ..  none 

F.  . .  -003 

1-80 
22-0 
12-5 
20 
130 

. .  . .  absent 


Saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Nitrogen  as  Nitrate 
,,  as  Nitrite 

Oxygen  absorbed  iu  4  hours  at  80  deg. 
Chlorine  as  Chloride 
Total  dissolved  solids 
Alkalinity 

Earthy  salts  other  than  Carbonates 
Hardness  (by  soap  test) 

Poisonous  metals 


Colonies  of  Bacteria  cultivable  on  Gelatine  plate  54  per  C.C. 

B.Coli.B,  Sporogenes  Enteritidis  as  Streptococci,  absent. 

These  results  are  in  every  way  completely  satisfactory. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  F.  Wallis  Stoddart. 

Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — There  are  nine  Cowkeepers  within  the  Borough,  an  increase  of  two  siuce  last  year. 

The  condition  of  the  Cowsheds  is  one  of  slow  and  gradual  improvement.  The  Moors  of  all,  with  one  exception,  are  good.  The  drainage 
of  all  is  good,  aud  has  been  renovated  or  an  entirely  new  system  laid  in  every  case.  The  yards  in  most  have  been  cleansed  and  paved  and 
are  now  being  kept  free  from  all  accumulations  of  rubbish  or  manure.  Milking  is  now  performed  in  a  somewhat  cleanlier  manner  than 
previously,  though  far  from  perfect,  and  the  continued  supervision  added  to  the  persistency  and  Mrmness  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  are  now 
shewing  good  results. 


One  thing — and  an  essential  in  the  estimation  of  all  authorities — is  yet  absent,  and  that  is  the  rapid  cooling  of  the  milk  immediately 
after  milking.  I  cannot  persuade  any  of  the  cowkeepers  to  carry  this  out,  but  have  been  hoping  that  the  new  Dairies  Act  long  waited  for 
will  contain  some  proviso  to  allow  us  to  enforce  this. 


Another  essential,  absent  to  a  great  extent,  is  efficient  provision  for  scalding  utensils.  In  only  one  case  is  this  now  capable  of  being 
effectively  done,  a  boiler  with  a  steam  jet  being  now  provided  Iu  all  other  cases  hot  water — not  boiling — is  supposed  to  be  used,  but  I  have 
frequently  found  it  only  luke  warm,  the  same  water  having  been  used  for  cleansing  several  cans  in  succession.  This  matter  is  being  dealt 
with  during  the  coming  year. 


Milk  Puiveyors  are  49  in  number,  34  being  shops  within  the  district,  aud  15  being  purveyors  from  without  the  district.  These  shops  on 
the  whole  are  now  fairly  well  kept,  though  difficulty  is  still  found,  in  some  few  cases,  in  enforcing  the  covering  of  the  milk  utensils. 

The  places  doing  a  fairly  large  business  are  no  difficulty  ;  it  is  the  small  dealer,  with  whom  milk  is  only  one  of  a  hundred  articles,  that 
is  the  general  defaulter.  A  very  large  portion  of  our  milk  supply  is  brought  in  from  the  rural  district  around  us,  and  though  many  of  the 
Dairy  Farmers  are  registered  within  the  Borough  as  purveyors  of  milk,  we  have  no  authority  over  them  excepting  so  far  as  their  utensils, 
etc.,  whilst  within  the  Borough  engaged  in  their  trade,  and  in  nearly  all  the  cases  the  bright  tins  and  gaily  painted  milk  carts  6how  an 
outer  veneer  of  cleanliness.  In  two  cases  steps  are  being  taken  to  prevent  the  use  of  an  ordinary  cart,  not  over  cleanly,  from  being  used 
for  the  delivery  of  milk  from  house  to  house. 


Ice  Cream  Purveyors. — A  register  of  these  is  kept  and  they  are  treated  in  every  way  as  Dairies.  Close  inspection  is  made  during  the 
summer  season  of  their  premises  and  their  manner  of  manufacture.  One  or  two  of  the  foreign  elements  still  leave  much  to  be  desired  ir 
the  matter  of  cleanliuess.  Their  education  in  this  line  is  being  proceeded  with. 
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Other  Foods. — One  of  the  many  anomalies  in  administration  of  this  Borough  is  exemplified  under  Food  Inspection. 

The  Health  Department,  acting  under  the  Sanitary  Committee,  take  cognisance  only  of  the  inspection  of  meat,  fish  and  perishable 
articles  within  the  Borough,  excluding  the  harbour  and  its  piers  and  wharves.  The  Chief  Constable,  acting  under  the  Watch  Committee, 
takes  samples  and  submits  these  for  analysis,  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  whilst  the  Medical  Oflicer  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority 
takes  place— under  a  separate  aud  partly  alien  Authority-  of  the  Harbour,  and  under  the  Public  Health  (Kegulations  as  to  Foods)  Act, 
1907,  will  inspect  all  perishable  goods  landing  at  the  Harbour.  To  render  confusion  worse  confounded,  the  permanent  Deputy  to  the  Port 
Sanitary  Authority,  aud  who  would  act  within  your  harbour  aud  landing  stage,  is  an  M.O.H.  of  an  outside  district. 

Where  the  jurisdiction  of  one  Medical  Officer  begins  and  the  other  ends  is  a  problem  I  have  been  unable  to  personallv  solve,  or  gain  an 
authoritative  solution. 

A  large  trade  in  perishable  food  is  carried  on  in  the  harbour  and  after  a  careful  perusal  of  the  Act  of  1907,  I  infer  that  this  is  all  imported 
from  a  place  or  places  -  so  far  as  that  Act  is  concerned  — outside  the  United  Kingdom 

Unsound  Food.—  Four  seizures  of  unsound  food  were  made  :  (1)  On  information  received  from  the  police,  I  visited  the  yard  of  a  public 
house  on  a  Sunday  morning  and  found  the  greater  portion  of  a  carcase  of  a  cow  being  cut  up  and  put  into  pickle.  The  condition  of  the  meat 
pointed  to  the  animal  having  died,  probably  from  some  inflammatory  affection,  and  utterly  unfit  for  human  food. 

The  place  was  not  registered  as  a  slaughter-house  but  evidently  had  been  used  for  either  slaughtering  animals  or  for  their  preparation  for 
sale  for  some  considerable  time.  The  carcase  was  seized  and,  by  consent  of  the  owner,  destroyed.  No  action  was  taken  against  the  owner, 
but  the  place  has  been  closed  for  this  purpose. 

(2)  Four  cases  of  eggs  refused  by  the  canteen  manager  of  H.M.S.  Irresistible  were  seized,  when  landed  on  Weymouth  pier,  by  the 
deputy  M.O.H. ,  and  by  Magistrates’  order  destroyed.  The  question  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Borough  Medical  Officer  arises  in  this  transaction. 

(3)  Nine  sacks  of  potatoes  in  a  putrid  state  were  found  concealed  in  an  outhouse  (on  an  inspection  for  other  purposes),  were  seized,  and 
by  Magistrates’  order  destroyed. 

(4)  221bs.  Bacon  were  seized  and,  by  consent  of  the  owner,  destroyed. 

No  further  action  was  taken  in  any  of  the  cases. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection  has  to  be  carried  out  by  the  M.O.H.  personally,  there  being  no  qualified  Inspector  for  such. 

In  connection  with  seizure  No.  1  and  unregistered  slaughter-houses,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  this  is  not  a  solitary  example,  and 
that  a  considerable  trade  is  done  in  this  manner.  In  a  previous  year  a  similar  case  was  found.  Instructions  have  been  issued  to  make  a 
searching  enquiry  into  such,  but  no  information  has  been  forthcoming. 

Eight  places  are  on  the  Register  of  Factories  and  Workshops  as  being  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  sausages,  etc.,  Four  of  these  are 
Factories— using  motive  power.  All  are  kept  in  a  cleanly  state,  and  the  work  so  far  as  can  be  judged  at  the  times  of  inspection,  carried  out 
in  a  proper  manner. 

There  are  six  slaughter-houses  on  the  Register — a  decrease  of  four.  As  stated  in  last  year’s  Report,  two  licenses  were  renewed  until 
March  31st,  1908,  with  a  notification  that  after  that  date  no  further  renewal  would  be  made.  Both  of  the  licencees  accepted  the  inevitable 
and  found  more  suitable  and  sanitary  premises. 

A  third  license  had  been  refused  in  April,  1906,  unless  the  premises  were  brought  into  a  sanitary  state.  Nevertheless  the  place  has  been 
continually  occupied,  even  after  further  notice,  until  late  in  1908.  The  continued  defiance  has  been  reported  upon  month  after  month,  but 
the  reluctance  of  the  Authorities  to  proceed  to  prosecution,  rendered  all  action  of  the  Staff  abortive.  As  far  as  we  are  now  aware,  occupation 
as  a  slaughter-house  has  now  ceased. 

The  good  report  as  to  cleanliness  mentioned  last  year  has  been  maintained. 

Inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  is  manifestly  impossible  under  present  conditions,  and  is  practically  non-existent.  The  M.O.H. 
times  his  visits  as  much  as  possible  to  the  period  ot  slaughtering,  but  these  visits  are  few. 

There  is  no  reason,  however,  to  believe  that  tuberculosis  meat  is  to  any  extent  sold  by  any  of  the  butchers  slaughtering  in  the  district. 

There  is  now  more  than  ever  an  urgent  necessity  arising  for  a  Public  Municipal  Abattoir.  This  subject  has  been  reported  upon  year 
after  year  and  urged  ad  nauseam,  but  as  it  only  deals  with  the  health  of  the  people,  and  not  their  amusement,  is  shelved  sine  die. 

Return  under  the  Food  and  Drui/s  Act  : — 


Name  of  Sample 
Analysed. 

No. 

Genuine. 

Prosecutions. 

Demerara  Sugar 

..  3 

3 

Nil 

Lard 

7 

7 

It 

Butter 

7 

7 

tt 

Milk 

..  16 

16 

it 

Malt  Vinegar 

..  4 

4 

it 

Cheese  .. 

..  1 

1 

tt 

Tea.. 

..  3 

41 

3 

41 

it 
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Seu  irifie  and  Drainage. — The  sewage  of  the  1  own  is  discharged  into  the  sea,  at  a  point  1,150  feet  beyond  the  Nothe  Point,  the  extreme 
point  of  land  of  the  Borough,  and  25  feet  below  the  low  water  level  of  ordinary  spring  lides.  It  is  pumped  thither,  us  much  as  possible  during 
ebb  tide,  through  an  outfall  sewer  of  about  1$  miles  length,  from  a  large  collecting  tank  at  Westham.  This  tank  is  of  the  capacity  of  about 
300,000  gallons,  and  is  supplied  by  two  intercepting  sewers,  one  from  Weymouth,  one  from  Melcombe  Regis,  into  which  all  the  street  sewers 
■c1  nverge.  During  recent  years,  seveial  relief  sutface  water  drains  have  been  constructed,  which  convey  storm  water  direct  into  the  harbour, 
etc.  These  have  considerably  relieved  the  pumping  station.  In  times  of  storm,  however,  in  spite  of  these  relief  drains,  the  pumping  station 
is  unable  to  compete  with  the  large  volume  of  diluted  sewage  entering  the  tank,  and  it  rs  necessary  to  divert  that  portion  comiug  down  the 
Eastern  bank  of  the  Backwater,  into  the  Backwater,  below  the  dam,  by  means  of  an  old  sewer,  and  to  pump  from  the  tank,  direct  into  the 
Backwater,  below  the  dam,  at  all  states  of  the  tide.  This  volumn  of  sewage  is  so  diluted  by  stor  m  water,  as  to  be  practically  innocuous,  during 
the  short  period  in  which  it  is  discharged  into  the  Backwater,  or  Harbour.  Samples  have  been  taken  just  outside  the  outlet,  and  analyses 
made,  ami  the  samples  kei  t  for  six  months,  for  the  development  of  putrefactive  or  other  processes,  and  have  given  the  most  satisfactory 
results.  It  is  otherwise,  however,  where  the  sewage  is  dischaiged  above  the  dam,  with  its  lack  of  free  tidal  discharge. 

Apart  from  the  general  System  there  are  two  local  sewers  receiving  the  drainage  of  about  100  houses  in  the  Belfield,  Buxton  and  Old 
Castle  districts,  which  discharge  their  contents  untreated  into  Portland  Roads. 

A  scheme  is  in  existence  for  dealing  with  these,  and  conveying  their  contents  to  the  general  system,  but  ns  it  is  dependent  upon  the 
construction  of  Docks  and  Railway  by  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company,  which  have  received  Parliamentary  sanction,  the  Corporation 
have  to  await  their  pleasure  for  the  completion  of  the  scheme. 

The  sewers  and  house  drains  of  the  Park  district  which  are  at  a  low  level,  have  been  a  perennial  source  of  trouble. 

There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  if  these  were  reconstructed,  with  proper  junctions  in  the  direction  of  the  flow,  and  with  proper  flushes, 
and  the  storm  water  to  a  great  extent  excluded  from  the  sewers,  that  the  flooding  of  this  district  would  be  practically  absent.  As  a  sample 
of  what  is  found  in  this  district,  one  case  recently  investigated  will  suffice.  As  this  case  is  in  houses  rented  at  £35  and  £40,  it  is  evident  that 
houses  rated  at  £10  to  £12  in  the  same  district  are  not  in  any  better  condition,  and  in  iact  those  opened  have  been  found  to  be  worse. 
Seven  houses  have  one  joint  drain  running  from  East  to  West,  this  meets  in  direct  opposition  (from  the  West  to  East)  in  a  small  cesspit  in 
the  yaid  of  one  of  the  houses — an  equal  joint  drain  of  other  seven  houses.  Result,  the  stronger  flow  dams  up  the  weaker.  To  add  to  the 
inefficiency  the  outlet  again  ran  -  going  off  at  an  acute  angle -in  a  South-Easterly  direction.  All  these  drains  had  the  slightest  possible 
fall.  In  consequence  of  the  blocking  up  occurring  some  four  times  within  six  months,  attention  was  drawn  to  it.  It  has  been  partially 
remedied. 

Blockages  of  drains  in  this  district  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  the  subject  requires  the  most  serious  consideration  of  the  authorities. 

Regular  flushing  of  sewers  is  carried  out  during  the  summer  months  by  means  of  a  specially  fitted  cart,  but  this  is  only  a  very  inefficient 
method.  The  provision  of  large  automatic  flushing  tanks  at  the  head  of  each  sewer  would  be  of  the  utmost  benefit  to  the  public  health 
.generally.  The  sewers  are  ventilated  by  06  upcast  Ventilating  Shafts  and  13  Webb’s  Lights. 

Attention  has  been  called  to  the  lack  of  drain  and  sewer  ventilation  in  the  Chapelhay  district,  one  of  the  high  points  in  the  district. 
Very  few  of  the  house  drains  are  ventilated  and  few  are  even  disconnected.  This,  with  the  lack  of  flushing  apparatus,  has  rendered  this 
district  during  my  pei  iod  of  office,  a  perfect  forcing  bed  for  infectious  diseases.  During  this  year  a  strenuous  attempt  has  been  made  to 
improve  this  condition  of  affairs,  but  the  progress  has  been  slight. 

In  one  portion  of  this  district,  again  in  houses  of  the  belter  class,  it  was  found  that  the  soil  pipes  and  W.C.’s  discharged  in  the  open 
into  rhe  gully  (raps  under  the  kitchen  window.  Legal  proceedings  had  to  be  taken  to  compel  an  abatement,  but  at  the  last  moment  the  owner  of 
the  property  accepted  the  conditions  and  the  work  is  now  in  progress. 

The  drains  of  the  new  houses  to  the  number  of  thirty-three  have  been  tested  during  the  year. 

Five  cases  have  come  to  my  notice  during  the  year— principally  through  one  builder— who  has  erected  new  buildings  and  in  other  cases 
laid  down  a  new  system  of  drainage,  without  notice  of  intention  to  cover  in  such,  teaching  this  Department. 

Such  action  tends  to  lend  strength  to  my  appeal,  in  another  section  of  this  Report,  for  an  addition  to  the  Bye-laws  requiring  a  certificate 
to  be  given  before  a  house  can  be  occupied. 

In  one  of  the  houses  a  tenant  required  a  Sanitary  Certificate  before  entering,  and  on  testing,  the  drains  were  found  defective,  and  on 
being  laid  open,  were  found  to  be  laid  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  manner  and  not  in  accordance  with  the  Bye-laws. 

Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams.—  The  Backwatek. 

During  the  year  alterations  have  taken  place  iu  the  sheet  of  tidal  water  which  have  materially  altered  the  configuration  of  the  lake,  and 
consequently  its  general  characteristics. 

Where  formerly  a  Trestle  Bridge  extended  from  bank  to  bank,  carrying  the  Weymouth  and  Portland  Railway,  there  now  exists, 
extending  lor  735  feet  from  the  East  bank,  a  solid  embankment,  slightly  concave  to  the  North,  and  faced  roughly  with  irregular  blocks  of 

stone. 

Extending  from  the  West  bank  is  a  similar  embankment  of  285  feet,  but  ('.obtaining  one  Arch  of  25  feet  clear  waterway  towards  the  land 
end,  and  in  the  centre  supporting  an  Iron  Bridge  consisting  of  five  steel  spans  of  108  feet  each,  joining  the  two  embankments  are  four 
double  sets  of  iron  piers. 

That  portion  of  the  old  lake  extending  from  the  Dam  to  Radipole,  is  now  in  a  sense  divided  into  two  irregular  lakes  with  a  connecting 
link  of  about  520  feet  width. 

In  the  larger  or  Northern  portion,  there  is  now  to  the  immediate  North  of  the  embankment  on  the  Eastern  side,  a  bay,  into  which  the 
prevailing  winds  drive  all  flotsam.  From  careful  observation  during  the  whole  of  the  period  that  the  embankment  has  been  completed,  one 
may  with  certainty  state,  that  the  water  in  this  bay  is  comparatively  still.  Any  current  formerly  existing  has  now  been  deflected  to  the 

middle  of  the  lake,  and  the  scour  there  is  much  increased,  considerably  deepening  the  bed  of  the  lake  at  the  edge  of  the  embankment. 

Wheu  the  Dam  Gates  arc  closed,  practically  the  only  movement  is  from  the  lise  and  fall  of  the  tide.  Into  this  bay  of  comparatively 

quiescent  water,  the  outlet  for  the  storm  water  pumped  from  the  Park  district  is  conveyed,  an  accomplished  fact  which  I  cannot  but 

seriously  deprecate. 
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From  the  evidences  shown,  even  in  this  short  period,  lam  very  pessimistic  as  to  the  future  condition  of  this  portion  of  the  lake  during 
the  later  summer  months  of  each  succeeding  year. 

As  the  Southern  and  Eastern  side  of  the  embankment  is  not  completed,  any  remarks  as  to  the  bay  now  formed  there  may  be  withheld. 

Only  once  during  the  year  did  any  emanation  from  the  weed  in  the  backwater  trouble  the  town,  and  this  was  entirely  due  to  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  adverse  circumstances  not  likely  to  again  occur,  and  which  can  be  guarded  against. 

From  the  dam  of  the  Backwater  to  the  sea  is  the  harbour,  and  this  portion  of  the  district  is  under  a  separate  sanitary  administration,  a 
•circumstance  w.hich  does  not  tend  to  uniformity  of  action,  or  lessen  delay,  in  dealiug  with  complaints  or  nuisances  arising.  It  is  an  anomaly 
that  what  might  be  termed  a  thoroughfare  of  the  town  and  extending  right  into  its  heart,  should,  for  all  sanitary  or  health  purposes,  be  with¬ 
out  the  jurisdiction  of  the  borough  officers. 

The  difficulties  arising  from  this  dual  administration  are  uot  few  :  some  of  them  were  commented  upon  in  last  year’s  report. 

The  river  Wey  enters  the  Backwater  at  its  northern  end.  This  stream  receives  the  sewage  of  the  villages  of  Upwey,  Broadwey, 
Nottington,  and  Radipole. 

The  western  boundary  is  to  a  great  extent  in  the  Rural  District,  and  is  agricultural  land. 

Excrement  Disposal. — This  may  be  stated  to  be  entirely  the  water  carriage  system.  One  Laundry  Factory  has  earth  closets,  the  residus 
being  buried  in  adjacent  land.  With  this  exception,  and  one  or  two  houses  on  the  extreme  borders  of  the  borough,  where  sewers  or  levels  are 
not  available,  and  one  house  on  the  Nothe  Quay,  with  the  Corporation  Pavilion,  all  the  houses  in  the  district  are  connected  with  the  main 
sewers  and  have  water  closets. 

The  greatest  defect  with  regard  to  this  system  is  that  so  many  of  the  water  closets  have  not  a  flushiug  cistern  and  water  supply.  It  is 
principally  in  those  districts,  the  Park  district  and  Chapelhay,  where  a  proper  flushing  of  closets  is  an  extra  necessity  that  they  are  absent, 
and  though  year  by  year  the  health  department  urge  the  need  for  using  the  powers  we  possess  under  the  various  Public  Health  Acts  and  the 
Bye-laws  to  compel  the  adoption  ol  a  proper  hush,  nothing  is  done.  The  Park  district  suffers  severely,  rarely  a  week  pases  that  solid  m  g  ses 
of  excreta  have  not  to  be  removed  fiom  the  drains  and  sewers  and  these  flushed. 

Nuisances. — During  the  year  149  applications  and  complaints  as  to  nuisances,  etc.,  were  received  and  all  were  investigated.  In  ten  of 
this  number  no  action  was  taken  by  this  Department,  the  complaint  either  being  not  justified  or  having  been  remedied  before  inspection  was 
made.  In  ten  others  the  matters  were  deferred  to  other  Departments  and  have  been  attended  to. 

105  written  notices  have  been  sent  and  14  statutory  notices,  all  of  which  latter  have  been  complied  with  or  are  in  course  of  being  carried 
-out,  and  9  L  of  the  former. 

The  principal  causes  of  complaint  have  been  manure  heaps,  not  regularly  emptied,  offensive  smells  from  street  grids,  blocked  drains  and 
overcrowding.  The  major  portion  of  the  work  done  throughout  the  year  has,  however,  been  the  result  of  systematic  inspection  of  districts 
and  detection  of  nuisances  in  houses  where  infectious  disease  has  been. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. — The  collection  of  house  refuse  is  done  by  the  Corporation  direct,  and  is  under  the  Borough 
Surveyor’s  department. 

The  scavenging  is  so  arranged  that  every  house  shall  be  visited  three  times  a  week,  and  the  two  main  business  streets  daily.  The  refuse 
•so  collected  is  conveyed  in  coveied  carts  to  Westham,  where  it  is  destroyed  in  one  of  Meldtum’s  Destructors.  The  steam  generated  by 
the  destructor  is  used  for  working  the  engines  which  pump  the  sewage  of  the  Borough  to  the  outfall  in  the  bay. 

In  accordance  with  the  bye-laws  every  house  is  to  be  provided  with  a  “  suitable  covered  receptacle  ”  for  house  refuse.  In  the  past  this 
bye-law  has  been  more  honoured  in  the  breach  than  iu  the  observance,  few  of  the  heterogeneous  articles  used  as  a  receptacle  being  either 
.suitable  or  covered,  with  a  consequent  unsightly  and  unsavory  display,  and  a  littered  street  or  path  daily  in  evidence.  “•  Notices  calling 
attention  to  the  bye-laws  have  duiing  this  summer  being  delivered  to  every  householder,  and  steps  are  now  being  taken  to  take  the  names  of 
all  offenders,  for  report  to  the  Sanitary  Committee,  with  a  view  to  further  action.” 

The  last  paragraph  is  a  quotation  from  1906  report,  and  certain  offenders  were  reported.  No  further  action  was  sanctioned.  The  house¬ 
holder  who  wishes  to  conform  with  the  law,  complied  with  the  notice  sent,  the  householder  who  defies  the  law  does  so  with  impunity  ;  the 
law  keeper  is  penalized,  the  law  breaker  escapes. 

Bye-laivs. — Bye-laws  as  to  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  have  been  urged  during  the  last  three  years,  to  deal  especially  with  that  class  of  house  which, 
during  the  presence  of  the  Channel  Fleet,  at  their  base,  habitually  let  rooms  for  one  night  to  the  men  on  shore'-leave,  and  in  a  great  many  cases 
leading  to  overcrowding.  Such  bye-laws  are  again  under  discussion,  but  the  subject  is  a  most  difficult  one  to  deal  with  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

Bye-laws  dealing  with  offensive  trades  under  the  Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Acts  1890  and  1907,  are  at  present  in  course  of 
preparation. 

Bye-laws  dealing  with  Van-dwellers,  who  of  recent  years  have  made  this  district  their  winter  quarters,  and  have  been  found  difficult  to 
satisfactorily  deal  with  under  the  Public  Health  Act  1875,  are  now  in  course  of  preparation 

As  mentioned  elsewhere,  the  Bye-laws  dealing  with  the  erection  of  new  buildings  require  amendment.  These  have  twice  been  re¬ 
commended  by  the  Sauitary  Committee  but  have  failed  to  meet  the  view  of  another  Committee. 

The  Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order  are  obsolete,  aud  require  bringing  up  to  modern  requirements.  No 
action  has  been  taken  to  bring  these  forward  as  it  has  been  hoped  that  a  new  Bill  dealing  with  the  whole  matter  of  Milk,  and  Dairies,  etc., 
would  pass  through  parliament. 

Schools. — These  are  dealt  with  fully  under  the  Education  Report. 
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Infectious  Disease  (Notifiable). — The  Returns  reaching  me  under  this  Act  shew  the  number  of  cases  notified  during  1908  as  171— a 
great  increase  over  1907,  and  the  worst  since  1901-2. 

Of  the  total  cases  notified,  ten  were  withdrawn  upon  further  observation  as  not  being  the  disease  originally  diagnosed,  whilst  some  four 
more,  proved  also,  after  continued  observation  to  be  fallacious,  though  the  notifications  were  not  officially  withdrawn.  This  gives  us  an 
actual  number  of  157,  of  which  Weymouth  was  responsible  for  113  and  Melcombe  Regis  44.  This  is  equal  to  a  rate  of  6'6  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  population. 

The  following  Tables  give  the  notifications  for  each  month  and  the  rates  for  the  past  ten  years.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  year  is  the 
third  highest. 


Diph¬ 

Erysi¬ 

Scarlet 

Enteric 

theria. 

pelas. 

Fever. 

Fever. 

Phthisis. 

Totals 

January 

2 

0 

4 

0 

0 

6 

February 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

March 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

April 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

May 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

9 

June 

3  * 

0 

3 

0 

0 

6 

July 

1 

0 

18 

0 

0 

19 

August  . . 

0 

0 

13 

0 

0 

13 

September 

2 

1 

9 

0 

0 

12 

October 

0 

0 

26 

0 

0 

26 

November 

0 

0 

23 

0 

0 

23 

December 

0 

1 

32 

2 

0 

35 

Totals 

10 

2 

143 

2 

0 

157 

Four  Diphtheria  and  ten  Scarlet  Fever  notifications 

are  not  included,  having 

proved 

not  to  be  these  diseases. 

1898 

0-8 

per  1000 

1903 

D3  per  1000 

1899 

1-1 

>» 

1904 

0-3 

1900 

5-9 

»» 

1905 

1-4 

1901 

140 

»» 

1906 

3-7 

1902 

8-8 

»» 

1907 

2-7 

Scarlet  Fever. _ The  year  has  been  a  bad  one,  closely  approaching  the  scare  years  of 

1901  and  1902  in  numbers 

There  were  153  cases  notified  during  the  year,  the  monthly  distribution  being  shewn  in  the  table  of  notifications. 


The  Disease  was  first  shewn — apart  from  sporadic  causes — in  the  Park  district  shortly  after  the  Easter  holidays.  After  the  first  few 
notifications  the  focus  of  infection  was  narrowed  down  to  St.  John’s  Girls’  School,  and  a  careful  outlook  was  kept  for  some  ambulant  case. 
Every  case  of  absenteeism  from  school  was  first  investigated,  but  proved  fruitless,  and  a  week  or  two  elapsed  before  a  desquamating  case  was 
detected  in  the  class.  This  girl  had  first  felt  ill  during  the  early  days  of  the  Easter  holidays,  and  had  returned  to  school  at  the  end  of  the 
vacation.  The  parents  not  recognizing  the  disease,  which  was  of  a  mild  type,  though  albumen  was  present  in  the  urine  for  many  weeks.  On 
the  removal  of  this  case  the  slight  outbreak  terminated. 

Sporadic  cases  occurred  at  intervals,  easily  traced  to  outside  sources,  but  in  July,  following  close  upon  certain  Sunday  School  trips  to  an 
outside  district,  a  fresh  outbreak  started  and  was  confined  nearly  entirely  to  the  Weymouth  Ward.  The  focus  of  infection— after  the 
introduction  soon  proved  to  be  centred,  curiously  enough,  in  one  Sunday  School.  Each  week  cases  were  notified  on  the  Thursday  and 
Friday  only,  proving  the  infection  to  be  contracted  abcut  the  Sunday.  Inspection  of  children  was  made  but  proved  fruitless,  and  the 
Managers  at  once  acceded  to  my  request  to  close  the  Sunday  School  for  a  time.  This  proved  successful,  but  on  the  re-opening  of  the  day 
schools  in  September  the  disease  reappeared  shortly  afterwards,  being  confined  entirely  to  Holy  Trinity  Girls’  School.  This  was  of  a 
peculiarly  virulent  type  and  several  deaths  occurred.  Daily  examination  of  the  scholars  and  house  visitation  failed  to  find  any  suspicious 
case,  and  only  towards  the  beginning  of  November  did  the  measures  adopted  meet  with  any  success,  to  be  followed  within  a  fortnight  by  a 
fresh  ontbieak  in  the  Infant  School.  During  October  and  November  some  fifteen  cases  were  detected  by  the  Medical  Officer  amongst 
children  attending  School.  Of  these  five  were  actually  at  school  with  the  rash  upon  them,  the  remainder  were  desquamating.  In  December 
the  outbreak  continuing,  it  became  evident  that  the  school  premises  and  books  were  infected,  and  on  December  10th  the  girls’  and  infants’ 
schools  were  closed  and  a  thorough  disinfection  and  cleansing  was  ordered  and  carried  out.  This  modified  the  outbreak  considerably,  but 
cases  continued  to  occur,  traceable  to  attendance  at  public  parties,  ete.,  but  the  carrier  cases  were  not  always  found.  A  case  in  one  of  the 
hospitals  occurring,  the  child  having  been  in  the  ward  three  weeks,  led  to  an  investigation  and  an  out-patient  was  found  in  a  desquamating 
state.  Whether  this  was  cause  and  effect  we  were  unable  to  determine. 

The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  dealing  with  such  an  epidemic  have  been  the  carelessness — sometimes  approaching  wilful  neglect, — the 
lack  of  moral  rectitude,  and  the  ignorance  of  the  public ;  of  these  three  the  least  cause  is  the  latter. 

I  have  been  more  than  shocked  at  the  wilful  prevarications — to  use  the  mild  word— that  have  been  so  prevalent,  and  at  the  absence  of 
regret  or  shame  when  these  have  been  exposed. 

No  difficulty  has  been  found  in  persuading  patients  to  be  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  With  few  exceptions  the  cases  were  treated 
at  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital.  Some  few  occurring  in  the  private  practice  of  the  Medical  Officer  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  were 
removed  under  his  instructions  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital 
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I  mention  this  as  it  was  reported  that  this  had  beeomo  necessary  owing  to  the  Borough  Hospital  being  overcrowded.  As  mentioned 
•elsewhere,  at  no  time  did  this  occur.  At  the  period  of  highest  pressure  we  had  accommodation,  without  crowding,  for  seven  more  scarlet 
fever  patients. 

Diphtheria. — Fourteen  cases  were  notified.  Of  these  four  proved  negative  after  repeated  bacteriological  examination  and  can  be  excluded. 
Twelve  of  the  cases  were  removed  and  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Two  cases  died  within  a  short  period  of  admission.  One  of  these— only  admitted  because  of  the  death  of  a  brother  from  “  croup,”  he 
shewing  similar  symptoms — was  only  proved  after  post  mortem  examination. 

The  attack  rate  is  equal  to  -42  per  1000  estimated  population. 

The  death  ,,  ,,  -08  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Erysipelas.— Two  cases  were  notified,  both  in  aged  people.  The  usual  inspection  for  sanitary  defects  followed  the  notification  and  in 
one  case  serious  sanitary  defects  were  found.  As  this  case  was  only  notified  at  the  end  of  the  year,  these  have  not  yet  been  remedied. 

Small-pox. — No  cases  or  suspicious  cases  were  brought  to  notice  during  the  year. 

Cholera. — No  cases  were  reported. 

Enteric  Fever. — Two  cases  were  notified,  both  in  the  month  of  December,  and  both  in  service  men.  The  first,  a  gunner  in  the  Army, 
was  notified  in  the  second  week  in  December.  No  local  cause  could  be  found  as-a  means  for  infection,  and  as  the  man  had  been  absent  on 
leave  at  about  the  probable  period  of  infection,  it  has  been  assumed  that  he  contracted  the  disease  away  from  home.  Enquiries  have  been 
mede,  but  the  information  gained  has  been  so  scant  as  to  lead  to  nothing  definite. 

The  second  case,  a  Naval  Officer,  whose  ship  is  at  preseent  in  Portland  harbour,  was  notified  on  December  28th.  As  I  understand 
several  cases  of  enteric  are  known  amongst  the  Officers  of  the  Fleet,  and  no  other  cases  are  known  amongst  the  Civilian  population,  it  is  a 
proper  assumption  that  the  cause  lies  within  the  Fleet  itself.  Enquiries,  however,  are  being  prosecuted.  Since  the  close  of  the  year  this 
case  has  proved  fatal. 


Non-notifiable  Diseases. 

Measles. — This  disease  has  been  absent  during  the  year.  A  few  cases  were  reported  as  oeeu’Ting  in  a  private  school,  but  the  complaint 
■did  not  spread.  A  few  isolated  cases  brought  to  my  notice  through  the  elementary  schools,  proved  in  each  case  to  be  scarlet  fever. 

No  deaths  have  been  registered  as  due  to  measles. 

Whooping  Cough  (Pertussis). — Some  few  isolated  cases  were  brought  to  my  knowledge,  principally  among  school  children,  but  nothing 
like  an  outbreak.  A  private  school  has  been  affected  to  a  considerable  extent. 

Four  deaths  are  registered  as  being  primarily  due  to  whooping  cough,  three  being  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  This  is  equal  to  a 
death-rate  of  T7  per  1000  population.  This  seems  a  very  high  death-rate  considering  the  few  cases  of  the  disease  known  to  have  occurred. 

Chicken  Pox  (Varicella).— A  few  isolated  cases  have  come  to  my  knowledge.  A  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  developed 
a  very  severe  attack  during  the  second  week  of  internment.  Two  other  cases  followed  it,  also  exceptionally  severe. 

Mumps. — This  disease  has  also  practically  been  absent  throughout  the  year. 

Epidemic  Diarrhcea  (Oastro  Enteritis). — There  is  a  slight  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  of  death  from  this  disease.  No  outbreak  of 
Diarrhoea  was  known,  and  with  one  exception  the  deaths  were  infantile,  and  due  in  nearly  every  case  to  defective  feeding.  All  were  bottle 
fed.  The  death-rate  is  -25  per  1000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  3  last  year.  In  1908  the  rate  was  -6  and  1905  '8,  showing  a 
continued  decrease. 


Cancer. — 22  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  cancer  ;  13  iu  Weymouth,  9  in  Melcombe  Regis.  This  is  equal  to  a  rate  of  -93  per  1000 
inhabitants.  The  corresponding  rates  for  former  years  are  as  under,  which  shows  that  there  is  no  diminution  in  this  awful  scourge. 


1900 

0-50 

1901 

105 

1902 

0-59 

1903 

0-63 

1904 

0  97 

1905 

071 

1906 

0-9 

1907 

0-64 

The  average  for  the  eight  years  (the  only  years  figures  are  available  for)  is  -74  per  1000. 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  Borough  Isolation  Hospital  is  outside  the  Borough  boundary,  near  Chickerell,  in  the  Weymouth  Rural  District. 
It  is  situated  in  an  enclosed  piece  of  ground  acres  in  extent.  It  is  built  of  galvanised  iron,  wood  lined,  and  heated  by  slow  combustion 
stoves. 

It  consists  of  a  central  administration  block  and  two  detached  ward  blocks,  connected  by  a  covered  passage-way  with  the  central  block, _  a 
laundry  block  and  other  outbuildings.  Accommodation  is  provided  for  twenty  patients  in  each  block,  and  two  rooms  have  been  converted  in 
in  the  administration  block  into  a  ward  for  two  beds,  which  may  be  used  either  for  enteric  cases  or  for  observation  purposes  in  doubtful  cases. 

During  1908,  160  cases  have  been  admitted  into  the  hospital,  and  these  may  be  classified  as  under  : — 


Diphtheria  . .  . .  .  •  10 

Scarlet  Fever  ..  ..  ..  156 

Enteric  Fever  . .  . .  . .  0 

Suspected  Diphtheria  ..  ••  2 

,,  Scarlet  Fever  . .  . .  12 


Seven  deaths  occurred  in  the  Hospital,  two  from  diphtheria  and  five  from  scarlet  fever. 
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The  permanent  stall'  consists  of  Matron,  Nurse,  Pcrter  and  Wife  who  acts  as  Cook.  A  Laundress  is  temporarily  provided.  Assistance  in 
nursing  is  provided  from  the  Trained  Nurses’  Institute,  when  required.  Such  has  been  necessary  during  the  last  five  months  of  the  year, 
when  the  staff  of  nurses  had  to  be  increased  gradually  to  four. 

Maintenance  alone  of  patients  and  staff  is  at  the  rate  of  a  fraction  under  8d.  per  day  per  head,  a  sum  much  under  that  usually  allowed. 

A  sum  of  £7  8s.  6d.  has  been  received  towards  maintenance  of  patients  in  hospital. 

The  former  Small  Pox  Hospital  which  adjoins  this  and  has  a  separate  administration  department  has  now,  under  agreement  with  the 
Local  Government  Board,  become  available  for  general  isolation  purposes  (excepting  Small  Pox)  and  this  now  gives  50  beds,  and  allows  if 
necessary  of  four  distinct  Infectious  Diseases  being  treated  concurrently. 

The  wisdom  of  those  responsible  for  the  erection  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  amply  proven  during  the  year.  Had  a  small  place 
available  only  for  what  might  be  termed  fair  weather  times,  been  erected,  the  prompt  removal  and  isolation  of  the  large  number  of  scarlet 
fever  cases  occurring  during  the  latter  months  of  the  year,  could  not  have  been  carried  out,  and  the  results  would  in  all  probability  have  been 
disastrous.  At  no  time  has  there  been  any  overcrowding,  the  maximum  uumber  of  patients  on  any  one  day  being  44,  but  the  average  during 
the  month  of  December,  the  period  of  highest  pressure,  being  38.  It  was  fortunate  that  during  this  period  of  pressure  the  only  infectious 
disease  in  the  town  was  scarlet  fever.  No  provision  is  now  available  for  Small  pox  cases,  but  the  matter  has  been  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

Disinfection  of  clothing  and  bedding  is  carried  out  by  means  of  superheated  steam,  in  a  Washington  Lyons  (modified)  Steam  Disinfector. 
A  special  building  was  erected  two  years  ago  for  the  purpose  of  a  disinfecting  station,  and  for  housing  of  the  ambulances. 

During  the  year  275  lots,  comprising  8713  articles,  have  passed  through  the  disinfector.  In  addition,  school  books  to  the  value  of  £250 
and  which  had  been  exposed  to  contamination  with  scarlet  fever,  were  disinfected,  and  with  success  so  far  as  material  damage  is  concerned. 
No  complaint  of  damage  to  any  article  has  been  received. 

Disinfection  of  houses  is  carried  out  by  means  of  a  Mackenzie  Pneumatic  Sprayer  and  a  sollution  of  Formaldehyde.  This  means  has  been 
found  both  efficacious  and  speedy. 

The  disinfectant  is  varied  according  to  the  circumstances  and  the  disease.  All  the  schools  of  the  Borough  are  systematically  disinfected 
during  the  periods  of  vacation,  and  where  infectious  cases  have  been  present  are  disinfected  each  week  end,  and  in  one  school  certain  rooms 
were  sprayed  every  alternate  evening. 

175  houses  and  34  schools  were  disinfected  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. — Voluntary  notification  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  instituted  in  1905,  but  cannot  be  considered  to  have  had  any 
success.  Excluding  1905,  as  the  notification  was  only  instituted  in  August,  the  numbers  notified  in  each  of  the  three  years  1906,  1907,  1908, 
were  respectively  3,  3,  and  0.  As  the  deaths  alone  from  these  diseases  were  for  the  respective  years  21,  33,  and  22,  it  is  evident  that  the 
notification  was  more  honoured  in  the  breach  than  in  the  observance. 

Deaths  from  Phthisis  are  immediately  notified  the  M.O.H.  by  the  Registrar,  and  the  relatives  are  encouraged  to  have  the  rooms  and 
bedding  disinfected  by  the  sanitary  officers.  In  nearly  every  case  this  is  done. 

Where  cases  are  known,  printed  instructions  are  sent  and  the  sufferers  are  visited  as  well.  The  difficulty  in  most  cases  is  the  suspicion 
that  if  cases  are  notified  the  Health  Officer  will  interfere  with  work.  Under  certain  conditions,  of  course,  this  might  be  necessary,  if  the 
patient  were  engaged  say  in  the  preparation  of  food  stuffs. 

No  hospital  accommodation  is  provided  per  se  for  Tuberculosis,  but  under  certain  conditions  incipient  cases  can  be  received  for  a  short 
period  in  the  Small-pox  Hospital  (which  is  not  now  and  never  has  been  used  for  that  disease).  No  cases  have  yet  been  received. 

Births. — During  1908,  537  births  were  registered,  a  number  in  excess  of  last  year.  Of  this  number  22  were  illegitimate,  equal  to  4  per 
cent,  of  the  whole.  This  is  a  considerable  increase  on  last  year’s  number,  and  is  in  excess  of  the  average,  2-8,  for  the  four  previous  years. 
The  total  number  of  births,  as  can  be  seen  in  Table  1,  is  much  above  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years. 


The  Distribution  and  Rates  for  each  portion  of  the  Borough  and  for  the  whole  are  as  under : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Rate  per 
1000. 

Weymouth 

165 

165 

330 

=  28 

Melcombe  Regis 

117 

90 

207 

=  17-5 

282 

255 

537 

=  22-7 

The  great  disproportion  in  the  Rates  between  the  two  portions  of  the  Borough  still  continues.  The  Birth-rate  as  the  whole,  is  consider¬ 
ably  under  that  of  England  and  Wales  which  is  26  5. 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  is  309,  equal  to  an  uncorrected  death-rate  of  13  per  1000.  Both  are 
slightly  less  tban  last  year,  though  an  increase  on  the  10  years’  average. 

The  true  or  corrected  death-rate,  which  is  arrived  at  by  deducting  tne  deaths  of  such  non-residents  as  die  in  public  institutions  in  the 
district— these  number  19 — and  adding  the  deaths  of  residents  who  may  die  in  Public  Institutions  outside  the  district — these  are  13  in  number 
These  give  us  303  as  the  corrected  number,  a  rate  of  12.8  per  1000.  This  is  the  same  as  last  year,  but  is  a  decrease  on  the  6  years’  average. 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  14’7.  (Figures  are  not  available  for  a  corrected  deate-rate  prior  to  1902). 
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There  have  been  11  deaths  certified  by  the  Coroner,  One  death  was  uncertified.  As  in  the  previous  year  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  is  mainly  noticeable  in  the  age  periods  5  to  15  and  15  to  25,  and  is  due  to  Tubercular  Diseases  to  a  great  extent,  and,  this  year  also, 
to  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria.  As  these  are  diseases  in  which  such  sanitary  measures  as  fresh  air  and  sunshine,  cleanliness^ 
and  perfect  sanitation  are  the  principal  preventive  measures,  it  clearly  points,  together  with  the  incidence  of  iufectious  diseases,  to  a  con¬ 
tinuance  and  increase  of  those  active  measures,  already  in  progress  to  combat  the  prevalent  sloth  and  negligence  towards  these  essentials  to 
life. 


Infantile  Deaths. — There  were  50  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  equal  to  a  rate  of  93  per  1000  births  registered. 

Any  rate  which  consists  of  only  two  figures  may  be  considered  a  favourable  one,  and  this  year’s  is  the  third  lowest  recorded.  Until  the 
month  of  December,  when  there  was  a  greater  number  of  infantile  deaths  than  usual,  the  rate  had  kept  at  the  lowest  recorded,  about  76  per 
1000.  The  number  of  illegitimate  infants  dying  is  four,  equal  to  a  rate  of  181  per  1000  illegitimate  births,  a  decrease  on  last  year. 

On  analysing  the  Mortality  Table  we  find  that  44%  of  the  deaths  occur  (luring  the  first  month,  whilst  26%  of  the  whole  occur  during 
the  first  week,  16%  occur  during  the  first  24  hours  of  life,  and  10%  during  the  first  fifteen  minutes. 

This  latter  accounts,  in  some  manner,  during  the  last  few  years,  and  since  the  introduction  of  the  Midwivea  Act,  for  a  higher  infantile 
death  rate  in  proportion  than  formerly,  as  it  so  frequently  happened  under  the  old  style  of  midwives,  that  such  children  were  ignored  as  having 
lived,  and  pronounced  still  births.  If  such  were  excluded  both  as  births  and  deaths  the  rate  would  be  84-4  per  1000. 

There  is  an  exact  doubling  this  year  (from  6  to  12)  of  deaths  from  Premature  Birth,  marasmus  or  wasting  and  debility  from  birth. 

Diarrhceal  diseases  are  slightly  less  than  last  year,  and  there  is  a  continued  though  slight  decrease  on  the  series  of  years  since  Table  V. 
was  instituted. 

There  is  a  considerable  increase  this  year  for  the  first  time  in  what  are  unclassified  deaths.  The  majority  of  these  have  been  due  to  a 
lack  of  explicitness  in  the  death  certificate  given,  which  has  not  always  been  cleared  up  on  further  enquiry. 

The  continued  reduction  throughout  the  country  in  the  birth  rate  has  added  a  stimulus,  if  such  were  necessary,  to  the  action  taken 
towards  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  those  who  have  come  into  the  world. 

The  education  of  the  mother  is  the  first  essential  towards  that  end,  and  this  has  generally  in  the  past  been  left  to  nature,  and  has  not 
been  found  to  be  trustworthy.  During  the  last  two  years  strenuous  efforts  have  been  made  to  introduce  a  means  of  educating  the  mothers  in 
their  duties  to  their  offspring,  and  as  a  preliminary  step  to  this  when  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  became  law  its  adoption  was  proposed. 
The  Sanitary  Committee  were  unanimous  for  its  adoption,  but  the  opposition  shewn  in  the  Council  caused  the  withdrawal  of  the  report.  A 
second  attempt  was  made  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and  a  Health  Visitor  (a  lady  trained  and  certificated  as  a  Nurse,  Midwife,  and  Sanitary 
Inspector)  having  been  appointed  conjointly  with  the  Education  Committee,  the  Council,  with  one  dissentient,  accepted  the  adoption  of  the 
Act,  and,  it  is  hoped,  that  a  beginning  will  be  made  early  in  1909,  to  visit  and  instruct  mothers  in  the  care  and  feeding  of  their  infants,  etc. 

Midwives  Act. — There  are  12  Midwives  who  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  practice  within  the  district. 

Of  this  number  10  are  registered  under  “  prior  practice,”  and  two  under  certificates  of  an  examining  body. 

The  majority  of  the  Midwives  registered  under  “prior  practice,”  are  uneducated,  and  have  received  practically  no  training,  in  some  cases 
their  want  of  knowledge  leading  them  to  contravene  the  rules  of  the  Board. 

When  visited  at  their  homes,  the  midwives  were  found  to  be  personally  clean,  and  their  houses  well  kept,  and  in  good  condition. 

On  inspection,  bags  completely  fitted,  clean,  in  good  condition,  and  containing  a  washable  lining  as  required  by  the  Rules  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board,  numbered  three. 

Bags  incompletely  fitted  with  the  required  appliances,  and  containing  washable  lining,  firmly  sewn  in,  and  in  an  indifferent  state  of 
cleanliness,  numbered  three,  whilst  two  bags  were  unlined,  and  in  a  dirty  state. 

The  remaining  four  midwives  kept  neither  bag,  instruments,  or  register  of  cases. 

This  is  in  direct  contravention  of  the  rules,  which  require  a  midwife,  when  called  to  a  confinement,  to  take  with  her  in  a  bag  or  basket, 
furnished  with  a  washable  lining,  certain  appliances,  including  a  thermometer,  also  an  efficient  antiseptic. 

In  five  cases  only  was  a  thermometer  found  included  in  the  necessary  outfit,  and  this  too,  when  it  is  so  essential  that  Medical 
Aid  should  be  obtained  in  time  to  save  a  valuable  life. 

The  registers  of  cases  are  fairly  well  kept,  the  chief  fault  being  that  they  are  not  filled  in  up  to  date,  and  in  a  small  number  of  cases 
no  register  is  kept. 

In  accordance  with  rule  21,  the  Act  requires  the  midwife  to  send  notice  to  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  when  she  has  to  send  for 
Medical  aid,  also  in  cases  of  still  births  where  a  Medical  Practitioner  is  not  in  attendance. 

One  Midwife  was  found  to  have  sent  for  Medical  aid  three  times,  and  also  had  a  still  birth  in  her  practice  which  she  failed  to  notify. 
Still  another  Midwife  had  six  still  births  occurring  in  her  practice,  and  which  she  failed  to  notify  to  the  Local  Supervising  Authority.  One 
case  of  Puerperal  Fever  occurred  and  was  not  notified. 

Taking  the  Midwives  on  the  whole,  and  making  allowance  for  the  disadvantages  which  they  suffer  from  in  regard  to  want  of  proper 
training,  etc  ,  and  in  some  cases  poverty,  there  is  an  improvement  all  round  on  the  previous  year,  and  I  hope  with  further  instruction,  such 
as  the  use  and  the  reading  of  the  thermometer,  etc  ,  and  the  importance  of  observing  strict  cleanliness  in  all  matters  of  midwifery,  that  there 
will  be  a  still  greater  improvement  during  the  year. 
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Factory  and  Workshops  Act. — There  are  40  Factories  and  230  Workshops  and  Domestic  Workshops  in  the  district,  with  some  40 
Workplaces,  all  of  which  have  been  inspected. 

340  visits  have  been  paid  under  the  F.  and  W.  Act,  and  23  written  notices  issued  to  remedy  defects.  The  great  bulk  of  the  notices  are 
divided  between  want  of  cleanliness— in  most  part  neglect  of  lime  washing- and  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation.  Under  the  F.  and  W. 
Act,  1901,  every  Workshop  and  Factory  must  be  provided  with  sufficient  and  suitable  Sanitary  accommodation.  The  standard  of  sufficiency 
and  suitability  enforced,  or  attempted  to  be  enforced,  is  that  each  w.c.  must  be  provided  with  a  water  supply  for  flushing  purposes,  and  that 
the  place  provided  must’ be  in  accordance  with  the  Bye-laws.  Steady  and  continued  pressure  is  being  exerted  to  bring  all  into  conformity. 
Bakehouses  were  started  with,  and  at  the  close  of  this  year  all  are  now  remedied. 

Milliners,  Dressmakers,  and  others  employing  female  labour  were  re-inspected  by  the  Lady  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  her  report  is  to  the 
effect  that  the  “  conditions  found  were  good,  and  in  accordance  with  the  Act,”  but  that  “  The  sanitary  conditions  of  some  of  the  premises 
required  remedying.” 

Laundries.  Under  the  1907  Act  the  number  of  Laundries  has  been  considerably  increased.  Formal  notices  were  issued  early  in  the 
year  calling  attention  to  the  Act  and  requiring  those  now  coming  under  it  to  register  their  places.  One  Hotel  Laundry  gave  notice  but  no 
others.  During  the  course  of  enquiry  into  infectious  cases,  many  laundries  came  under  notice  and  some  six  others  have  been  added  to  the 
Register.  There  is  little  doubt  that  many  more  still  exist. 

The  conditions  of  those  previously  on  the  register  are  fairly  satisfactory,  floors  are  good,  and  the  drainage  is  sufficient,  the  heating  of 
irons  has  been  removed  from  the  ironing  rooms. 

Those  added  during  recent  months  to  the  Register  will  require  attention  being  paid  to  the  floors  and  drainage.  One  has  already  been 
thoroughly  remedied. 

Tailors'  Workshops  are  as  formerly,  deficient  in  free  ventilation,  not  from  structural  defects  as  a  rule,  but  from  the  inherent  prejudice 
of  the  men  generally  against  fresh  air.  Every  opportunity  is  taken  of  closing  up  both  inlets  and  exits. 

Bakehouses.—  These  number  38,  and  generally  speaking  there  is  a  continuance  of  the  improvement  noticeable  last  year,  both  as  regards 
cleanliness  and  free  ventilation. 

Three  Workshop  Bakehouses  have  during  the  year  been  converted  into  Factory  Bakehouses  by  the  installation  of  electric  motor  power, 
and  the  change  has  not  been  without  benefit  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  places.  Nine  notices  to  limewash  bakehouses  were  served  and 
carried  out. 

Workplaces. _ An  inspection  of  all  restaurant  kitchens  was  made  during  the  year,  and  these  were  in  general  found  satisfactory. 

One  prosecution  for  insanitary  premises  was  instituted  against  a  Mineral  Water  Manufacturer,  but  after  an  adjournment  was  withdrawn, 
the  premises  being  closed  as  such  and  a  new  factory  built. 

One  most  insanitary  Domestic  Workshop  is  under  notice  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Three  Statutory  Notices  under  the  F.  and  W.  Act  were  issued  and  all  have  been  complied  with. 

Home  Workers. _ The  Home-work  order  of  May  23rd,  1907,  requires  that  where  work  of  certain  kinds  is  given  out  to  a  workman  or 

contractor  to  be  done  outside  the  factory  or  workshop,  a  list  of  all  such  persons  to  whom  work  is  sent  out  shall  be  kept,  and  that  a  copy  of 
the  list  shall  be  sent  to  the  Local  Authority  not  later  than  February  1st  and  August  1st  in  each  year. 

The  difficulty  of  having  the  lists  of  such  forwarded  still  continues.  To  obviate  this  the  plan  has  been  adopted  of  forwarding  a  list  to 
each  likely  employer  of  such,  immediately  before  the  dates  of  delivery,  with  the  request  that  they  should  be  filled  in  and  returned,  even  then 
in  nine  cases  further  written  application  was  made  before  the  lists  were  received. 

Forty-one  lists  have  been  received  from  21  employers,  and  61  inspections  of  home-workers’  premises  have  been  made  during  the  year. 
The  number  of  home-workers  employed  is  given  as  51. 

On  an  inspection  of  home-workers’  premises,  sanitary  defects  were  found  to  exist  in  six  instances  and  notices  were  served  to  remedy 
same,  which  have  been  complied  with. 

Staff  of  the  Health  Department. — In  last  year  s  Report  comment  was  made  on  the  paucity  of  the  Staff  in  the  Department,  and  that 
de=uite  the  enormous  increase  in  the  work,  due  to  the  higher  standard  of  efficiency  now  requisite,  and  to  the  additional  duties  thrown  upon 
it  by  the  many  new  Acts  of  which  the  past  few  years  have  been  so  prolific,  it  had  remained  as  formerly. 

In  November  an  addition  was  made,  jointly  with  the  Education  Committee,  and  in  view  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  by  appointing 
a  Female  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Health  Visitor,  and  certain  duties,  such  as  Midwives’  Inspection  and  those  pertaining  to  female  workers, 
have  been  relegated  to  this  officer. 

A  regrettable  occurrence  in  connection  with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  his  immediate  subordinates,  has  had  a  prejudicial  effect 
upon  the  work  of  the  year. 
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Weymouth  Port  Sanitary  Authority— Mr.  P.  S  B.  Wetherall. 

I  beg  to  submit  herewith  my  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  your  Authority  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1908. 

In  the  first  place  I  would  like  to  explain  how  my  Assistant,  Dr.  Howard,  and  myself  are  managing  the  work. 

As  Dr.  Howard  resides  at  Portland,  I  think  it  desirable  that  he  should  board  all  ships  immediately  on  their  entering  Portland  Harbour 
and  give  such  directions  and  instructions  as  he  may  consider  necessary.  All  infectious  cases  he  sends  to  your  Authority’s  Hospital  when  I 
at  once  visit  them  aud  they  become  under  my  charge. 

In  addition  to  this,  I  board  all  ships  coining  into  the  Weymouth  Harbour,  and  keep  under  my  control  and  observation  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Company’s  Cross  Chaunel  Steamers  and  also  Messrs.  Cosens  &  Co.’s  Pleasure  Steamers  and  also  the  numerous  small  craft  which 
come  into  the  Weymouth  Harbour. 

During  the  year  1908  I  am  pleased  to  report  I  have  found  the  Great  Western  Steamers  and  also  Messrs.  Cosens  &  Co.’s  Pleasure  Steamers 
to  be  in  a  satisfactory  sanitary  condition. 

The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Hospital  during  the  past  year  was  13.  Of  these,  three  were  cases  of  enteric  fever,  all  of  which  were 
admitted  from  ships  and  did  well.  The  remaining  ship’s  case  was  one  of  profuse  hemorrhage  (cardiac)  which  was  treated  at  the  Port  Sanitary 
Hospital  for  a  short  lime  before  completing  his  recovery  at  the  Weymouth  Royal  Hospital,  the  case  not  being  an  infectious  one. 

The  other  cases  were  local,  being : — 

8  of  scarlet  fever  (L  from  Portland  Urban  District  Council). 

1  of  diphtheria  ,,  „  „ 

The  four  cases  of  diphtheria  which  remained  in  the  Hospital  on  the  31st  December,  1907,  were  discharged  in  January,  1908. 

The  was  no  infectious  case  on  any  ship  which  entered  Weymouth  Harbour  during  the  year  1908. 

I  forward  annexed  herewith  the  Report  of  Dr.  Howard  and  beg  to  state  that  he  has  carried  out  his  duties  to  my  satisfaction  as  will  be 
gathered  from  his  extremely  well  written  detailed  report. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dodge,  the  Caretaker  and  Nurse,  have  carried  out  their  duties  in  a  satisfactory 
manner  during  the  past  year. 

Report  of  Mr.  T.  Howard,  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer,  from  the  date  of  appointment  March  25th,  1908. 

In  accordance  with  the  circular  letter  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  October  17th,  1908,  I  have  sent  notices  to  H.M.  Collector  of 
Customs  as  to  the  various  Ports  I  believed  to  be  infected  with  cholera  and  plague.  Certificates  have  also  been  given  as  to  the  Ports  from 
which  I  desire  vessels  to  be  formally  detained  by  the  Officers  of  Customs.  Although  many  passengers  are  not  landed  at  either  YYreymouth  or 
Portland,  yet  not  infrequently,  one  or  more  members  of  the  crew  are  paid  off  at  Portland  owing  to  sickness  or  some  other  cause,  and  again,  a 
considerable  amount  of  coaling  and  general  trade  is  done  in  the  harbour,  hence  the  possibility  of  the  introduction  of  cholera  and  plague  is  ever 
present.  The  difficulties  in  connection  with  the  prevention  of  Plague  are  very  great.  The  study  of  the  introduction  of  and  diffusion  of 
plague  amongst  civilised  Western  population  shews  that  the  extension  of  the  common  (bubonic)  form  of  plague  depends  more  on  place 
infection  than  on  direct  communication  from  person  to  person,  and  the  potency  of  plague  infection  depends  on  rat  infection,  for  plague  differs 
from  the  common  communicable  diseases  in  this,  that  it  is  epizootic  as  well  as,  or  more  especially  than,  it  is  epidemic,  and  that  man  and 
certain  animals  are  reciprocally  infective.  The  importation  of  plague  by  carriage  over  seas  from  infected  countries  is  governed  by  similar 
conditions  and  the  living  animal  infection  is  obviously  more  elusive,  and  therefore  of  greater  risk  than  either  human  infection  or  the  infection 
from  inert  fomities. 

A  characteristic  case  of  plague  is  little  likely  to  escape  detection,  but  certain  forms  of  plague  may  be  easily  overlooked,  for  instance,  the 
pneumonic  which  is  probably  the  most  infectious  owing  to  the  sputum,  and  consequently  I  have  directed  special  enquiries  as  to  any  cases  of 
pneumonia  in  ships  coming  from  infected  ports,  and  again  tbe  milder  cases  are  very  difficult  to  detect,  but  the  occurrence  of  fever  and  adenitis 
in  persons  coming  from  infected  ports  should  be  viewed  with  the  greatest  suspicion. 

In  these  latter  cases,  however,  it  is  desirable  that  the  diagnosis  should  be  controlled  by  bacteriological  examination.  There  is  one  matter 
already  reported,  which  I  think  deserves  most  serious  attention,  the  S.S.  Cairnstrath  arrived  at  Portland  at  7  a.m.  on  Nov.  15th,  no  signal 
was  hoisted  on  entering  the  Port.  The  Master’s  replies  on  being  questioned  by  the  Officer  of  Customs  being  satisfactory,  the  ship  was 
permitted  to  coal.  On  the  19th  November  I  was  informed  by  the  Customs  that  a  bag  of  clothing  belonging  to  a  man  who  had  had  cholera 
had  been  removed  from  this  ship  to  a  shipping  office  at  Castletown.  I  immediately  visited  the  office  and  had  the  bag  of  clothing  handed  over 
to  me  for  destruction,  and  had  tbe  premises  disinfected.  The  facts  are  as  follows :  the  S.S.  Cairnstrath  left  Newport  on  September  11th  for 
Cronstadt,  arriving  at  Cronstadt  on  September  21st  and  left  on  September  28th  for  Tornea.  On  arriving  at  Tornea,  on  October  5th,  five  men 
were  found  to  be  suffering  with  cholera,  these  were  removed  to  hospital,  two  of  them  died,  two  returned  to  their  ship  and  one  remained  in  the 
hospital.  The  ship  was  disinfected  but  apparently  no  articles  of  clothing  were  removed  for  disinfection,  so  that  if  any  disinfection  of  clothing 
took  place,  it  must  apparently  have  been  done  in  a  very  perfunctory  manner.  In  connection  with  this  matter  (apart  from  any  other  action 
that  may  be  taken)  I  consider  it  desirable  that  notices  should  be  printed  and  circulated  amongst  Shipping  Agents,  Pilots,  and  others  whom  it 
may  concern,  as  to  the  precautions  to  be  adopted  against  the  introduction  of  cholera  and  plague,  and  pointiug  out  the  penalties  incurred  by 
one  infringement  of  the  Local  Government  Board  Regulatious  (Public  Health  Act,  1896).  It  would  also  be  of  much  advantage  and  cause  the 
work  to  be  carried  out  more  efficiently  if  the  forms  to  be  used  in  connection  with  the  administration  of  the  port  were  printed  aud  supplied  to 
the  officials. 

Attached  to  my  report  is  a  list  of  the  nuisances  dealt  with  at  Portland. 

S.S.  Butoum.— On  Monday,  May  22nd,  I  inspected  the  crew  of  the  S.S.  Batoum,  from  London  to  Philadelphia,  and  made  enquiries  into 
the  cause  of  illness  of  a  fireman  whom  I  found  to  be  suffering  from  Pleurisy.  Medical  treatment  given. 
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S.S.  Hero. — On  Sunday,  July  19th,  I  inspected  the  crew  of  S.S.  Hero,  the  Master  notifying  that  one  of  the  crew  had  fever.  I  examined 
the  patient  and  found  him  to  be  suffering  from  abscesses  in  both  ears  Instructions  and  treatment  given. 

S.S.  Azalea. — On  Friday,  July  21st,  at  10.3  a.m.  I  medically  examined  the  crew  (26  hands  all  told)  of  the  S.S.  Azalea,  from  Port 
Arthur,  U.S.,  to  Rotterdam,  and  found  an  A.B.,  aged  27  years,  suffering  from  Typhoid  fever.  Two  other  sailors  had  suffered  from  diarrhoea 
during  the  voyage.  I  inspected  the  water  tanks,  examined  the  water,  and  found  it  smelling  offensively  and  to  be  of  a  very  bad  colour.  I 
directed  that  the  water  tanks  should  be  pumped  out  and  cleansed  and  fresh  water  to  be  supplied.  This,  together  with  the  destruction  of  the 
bedding  and  fumigation  of  the  berth,  was  carried  out  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  patient  with  typhoid  fever  was  forthwith  removed  to 
the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital. 

S.S.  Parisses  Roussos  — On  Monday,  July  24th,  at  4.30  p.m.,  I  medically  examined  the  crew  (23  hands  all  told)  of  the  S.S.  Parisses 
Roussos,  from  Taganrog  to  Weymouth,  and  enquired  into  the  cause  of  death  of  a  fireman,  aged  37,  who  was  taken  suddenly  ill  on  July  19th, 
died  on  the  22nd,  aud  was  buried  at  sea.  The  probable  cause  of  death  was  cerebral  lnemorrkage. 

S.  Winipeg. — On  Thursday,  September  9th,  I  medically  inspected  the  crew  of  the  sailing  ship  Winipeg,  from  Taltal  (Western  Coast  of 
America),  owing  to  information  received  from  the  Master  that  he  thought  four  of  his  crew  were  suffering  from  beri  beri.  These  four  men 
were  found  to  be  suffering  from  small  abscesses  of  the  legs  and  arms,  with  much  debility.  I  examined  the  water  tanks  and  found  the  water  to 
be  objectionable  in  smell  and  colour.  The  vessel  had  not  been  in  port  for  three  and  a  half  months,  and  no  fresh  water  had  been  shipped  for 
over  eight  months.  The  water  was  found  to  contain  a  quantity  of  decaying  vegetable  matter.  I  directed  the  Master  to  have  the  tanks 
pumped  out  and  cleansed.  My  directions  were  carried  out  on  the  same  day. 

S.S.  Transport.— On  Tuesday,  October  20th,  at  11  a.m.  I  visited  the  S.S.  Transport,  and  medically  inspected  the  crew  (27  hands  all  told). 
The  ship  had  come  from  Odessa,  a  cholera  infected  Port.  Drinking  water  was  shipped  at  Kavak  on  October  5th.  No  suspicious  illness  was 
observed  during  the  voyage,  and  no  suspicious  case  was  noted  as  a  result  of  my  examination,  consequently  the  ship  was  permitted  to  coal 
and  proceed  to  Hamburg.  Two  cases  which  were  detained  for  further  medical  examination  proved  to  be  piles  and  a  septic  wound. 

S.S.  Cairnstrath. — On  Thursday,  November  19th,  I  was  informed  by  H.M.  Customs  that  the  effects  of  a  man  who  had  cholera  had  beeii 
landed  at  Castletown,  Portland,  I  immediately  visited  the  shipping  offices  at  Castletown,  Portland,  and  found  a  bag  coutaiuing  the  Seaman’s 
effects  which  had  been  removed  from  the  “  suspected  ship.”  This  bag  of  clothing  was  handed  over  to  me  for  destruction,  and  the  premises 
were  disinfected. 

S.S.  Glladys.  —On  Friday,  November  20th,  I  enquired  into  the  cause  of  death  of  J.  D.  Boatswain,  aged  36  years,  of  the  S.S.  Glladys. 
The  S.S.  Glladys  left  Savannah  on  October  21st,  with  27  hands  all  told  and  the  Boatswain  was  taken  suddenly  ill  on  November  4th,  complain¬ 
ing  of  pain  in  his  side,  cough,  and  shortness  of  breath,  with  a  temperature  of  103  degrees  F.  The  patient's  condition  seemed  to  improve  after 
the  10th  November,  but  as  he  was  sitting  up  in  bed  on  November  the  14th,  at  about  8.30  a.m.,  he  died  suddenly.  No  other  cases  of  sickness 
were  noted  during  the  voyage,  the  probable  cause  of  death  was  pneumoni„. 

S.S.  Banhdale.—  On  Monday  November  23rd,  at  10  p.m.  I  medically  inspected  the  crew  (31  hands  all  told)  and  found  the  master  aged 
34  years  suffering  from  typhoid  fever.  The  vessel  left  Galveston  on  November  the  2nd,  direct  for  Bremen.  The  Master  complained  first  of 
feeling  ill  on  the  13th  November,  and  had  been  confined  to  his  bed  since  November  the  18th.  This  patient  was  removed  to  the  Port  Sanitary 
Hospital.  A  fireman  was  also  found  in  the  Forecastle  with  a  high  temperature.  This  man  was  suffering  from  acute  Phthisis.  I  ordered 
this  patient  to  have  a  separate  room  or  to  have  a  tent  rigged  up  on  deck  and  the  forecastle  to  be  disinfected.  The  Chief  Officer  carried  out 
my  suggestion  as  to  a  separate  room.  I  directed  the  water  tanks  to  be  pumped  out,  the  tanks  to  be  cleansed  and  fresh  water  to  be  taken  in, 
and  the  personal  effects  of  the  master  to  be  removed  for  disinfection.  I  also  ordered  the  quarters  to  be  disinfected  and  the  bedding  destroyed. 
The  ventilation  in  the  forecastle  aud  boatswain’s  room  which  was  very  defective  owing  to  the  blocking  up  of  the  ventilators  to  be  attended 
to,  the  trough  closet  adjoining  the  forecastle  which  was  in  a  filthy  state  to  be  cleansed,  flushed  and  disinfected.  My  directions  were  carried 
out  by  your  Sanitary  Officer. 

S.S.  Amalfi. — -On  Monday,  November  30th,  at  6  a.m.,  I  inspected  the  crew  of  the  S.S.  Amalfi  from  Valencia,  to  Hamburg,  and  enquired 
into  the  cause  of  sickness  of  a  sailor  aged  37  years.  He  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  septic  poisoning  from  a  wound  in  the  leg.  The 
necessary  instructions  were  given. 

S.S.  Hollinside. —  On  Saturday,  December  5th,  at  2.30  a.m.  I  medically  inspected  the  crew  (23  hands  all  told)  of  the  S.S.  Hollinside 
from  Pensacola  to  Hamburg,  and  found  the  Master  seriously  ill,  with  a  large  sloughing  wound  in  the  back  glands  in  axilla  enlarged,  and 
extensive  supperation  in  the  neck.  No  dead  rats  were  noticed  during  the  voyage.  The  S.S.  Hollinside  left  Cardiff  on  August  31st,  and 
arrived  at  Daker,  West  Coast  of  Africa,  on  September  14th.  Twenty  of  the  crew  were  attacked  with  malarial  fever,  and  on  the  voyage  to 
Pensacola  two  of  them  died.  I  examined  every  man  for  enlargement  of  the  cervical  glands,  axillary  or  popliteal  glands,  but  could  find  no 
evidence,  and  consequently  I  gave  the  necessary  certificate,  and  permitted  the  Master  to  land.  He  refused  to  go  into  the  Hospital  and 
proceeded  to  his  home  in  London. 

S.S.  Arosa.— On  Wednesday,  December  9th,  at  4  p.m.,  I  medically  inspected  the  crew  of  S.S.  Arosa  (24  hands  all  told)  from  Taganrog 
to  Bremeu,  and  enquired  into  the  cause  of  sickness  of  a  Fireman  who  was  fouud  to  be  suffering  from  a  fistula.  Fresh  water  had  been  tauen 
in  at  Algiers,  and  the  tanks  had  been  pumped  out  and  cleansed,  No  sickness  had  been  observed  during  the  voyage  or  whilst  the  ship  had 
remained  at  Taganrog. 

S.S.  Kingthorn. — On  Wednesday,  December  9th,  at  4.30  p.m,,  I  medically  inspected  the  crew  of  the  S.S.  Kingthorn  (24  hands  all  told) 
from  Novorossik  to  Copenhagen,  and  enquired  as  to  the  cause  of  sickness  of  a  fireman  who  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  a  poisoned  wound  of 
the  leg  As  Novorossik  is  not  an  infected  port  the  fireman  was  permitted  to  land  and  no  further  action  was  taken. 

S.S.  Morrocco. — On  Sunday,  December  20th,  at  3.30  a.m.  I  medically  inspected  the  crew  of  the  S.S.  Morrocco  (35  hands  all  told)  from 
Karachi  to  Hull,  and  enquired  into  the  cause  of  sickness  of  an  A.B.  aged  23  years,  who  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  slightly  enlarged 
inguinal  and  axillary  glands  of  the  left  side.  A  fireman  had  been  landed  at  Karachi  iu  consequence  of  “  fever,”  but  was  treated  at  the  General 
Hospital.  The  ship  was  permitted  to  proceed  to  her  port  of  destination  but  the  Port  Medical  Officer  at  Hull  waa  notified  of  the  circumstances. 

Nuisances. — Since  the  25th  March,  the  following  nuisances  have  been  discovered  as  the  result  of  a  systematic  inspection  of  the  vessels 
calling  at  Portland  and  have  been  dealt  with  as  follows 
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Dirty  Flooring,  Overhead Decks,  and  Sides  of  Vessels  : — In  the  forecastles  of  five  vessels,  the  flooring, 
were  found  in  a  dirty  condition  and  in  all  cases  were  cleansed  without  delay  at  my  request. 

Structural  Defects.— The  structural  defects  include  the  following  : — 

Defects.  Cases. 

Defective  ventilation  in  the  crew  space  . .  . .  . .  6 

Stoves  and  stove  piping  causing  smoky  forecastles  . .  . .  3 

Defective  cable  causing  in  forecastle  . .  . .  . .  l 

No  W.C.  accommodation  for  the  crew  . .  . .  . .  4 

O 

Minor  Nuisances. — The  following  minor  nuisances  have  been  dealt  with  : — 

Dirty  conditions  of  the  food  lockers  . .  . .  3 

Paint  lockers  in  the  crew’s  space  . .  . .  2 

Dirty  bed  places  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Choked  condition  of  the  Water  Closet  pans  . .  4 

Neither  informal  or  statutory  notices  have  been  served  on  the  Masters  or  owners  of  Vessels.  They  have  all  complied  with  my  verbal 
instructions,  except  where  the  vessels  have  had  to  leave  Portland.  During  1909,  I  intend  to  send  notices  of  the  work  to  be  done  to  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  Ports  to  which  these  vessels  are  bound. 


overhead  decks,  or  sides  of  vessels 
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Wimborne-Mr.  C.  H.  Watts  Parkinson. 

Area  of  District. — 507  acres,  exclusive  of  water. 

Population. — 1901,  3C96.  Estimated  to  middle  of  1908,  3750. 

Births,  60 — 16  per  1000  population,  of  these  50  were  legitimate,  and  10  illegitimate,  and  only  two  deaths  legitimate  infants. 

The  small  number  of  births,  and  the  large  proportion  of  illegitimates  is  deplorable  ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  the  infantile  mortality  per  1000 
births  is  very  low,  only  33'3,  4  of  the  illegitimate  births  were  strangers  in  the  Workhouse  Infirmary. 

Deaths. — 61  registered,  or  16-2  per  1000,  but  adding  deaths  of  Wimborne  residents  occurring  outside  the  district  and  deducting  deaths 
of  non-residents,  the  corrected  mortality  is  41,  or  only  11-2  per  1000. 

Of  the  20  deaths  of  non-residents,  5  of  the  deaths  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  were  persons  belonging  to  the  Wimborne  Rural  District,  and 
there  were  13  deaths  in  the  Workhouse  Infirmary,  7  of  tliese  from  the  Cranborne,  and  6  from  the  Wimborne  Rural  District,  and  2  deaths 
of  strangers  coming  in  the  town,  one  from  Phthisis  and  one  from  accident. 

The  average  age  at  death  is  increased  from  50  to  55  years. 

Of  the  41  deaths,  23  were  under  and  18  over  65  years. 

Zymotic  Mortality  again  nil,  and  only  three  cases  notified  during  the  year,  one  Scarlatina,  one  Diphtheria,  and  one  Erysipelas. 

The  freedom  from  notifiable  disease  was  very  satisfactory,  only  three  cases  (following  on  7  in  1907),  and  this  in  a  population  of  nearly 
4,000  is  a  record. 

The  cases  notified  were  1  Scarlatina,  the  disease  was  contracted  away  from  the  district ;  1  mild  Diphtheria,  occurring  in  a  house  where 
there  had  been  eases  two  years  previously  ;  and  1  case  of  Erysipelas. 

There  was,  however,  an  outbreak  of  Measles  and  Whooping-cough  at  the  latter  part  of  the  year  in  the  St.  John’s  District,  among  Schooi 
children,  and  connected  with  an  outside  epidemic.  The  Schools  were  closed  earlier  than  usual,  and  the  outbreak  ceased,  but  there  was  one 
death  registered,  of  a  child  under  five,  from  Bronchitis  following  measles. 

Phthisis.—  There  were  three  deaths  of  residents,  besides  this,  there  were  four  deaths  in  the  Workhouse,  two  from  Cranborne  and  two 
from  Wimborne  Rural,  and  a  death  of  a  stranger  in  a  private  home. 

Cancer,  d'c. — Four  deaths  of  residents,  and  one  in  the  Workhouse  from  the  Cranborne  District. 

There  were  three  deaths  from  drowning  (suicide;,  and  one  from  Influenza  and  Bronchitis, 

The  year  1908  was  only  remarkable  for  the  very  satisfactory  absence  of  notifiable  disease,  and  has  been  marked  by  continued  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  condition  of  the  District. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supplied  by  the  Company  has  been  of  good  quality  and  sufficient,  although  there  has  been  an  increasing 
scarcity  during  the  year  in  the  out-districts  from  drought,  and  the  ponds  and  rivers  are  unusually  low. 

Sewerage,  Drainage,  and  Scavenging. — Many  improvements  in  old  drains  have  been  affected  and  new  drains  laid  down.  The  existing 
drains  have  been  attended  to,  and  the  scavenging  of  the  town  and  supply  of  earth  efficiently  carried  out,  and  without  complaints. 

The  streets  have  been  kept  clean  and  in  good  order. 

Isolation  Hospital.—  The  arrangement  with  the  Blandford  Authority  continues,  and  is  quite  satisfactory  and  sufficient  for  the 
requirements. 

Housing  of  the  Working-classes.— This  is  satisfactory,  and  there  is  considerable  building  goiug  on  just  outside  the  Urban  District,  which 
will  provide  more  accommodation  for  any  increase  in  the  demand. 

Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Cowsheds. — The  alterations  and  work  recommended  and  referred  to  in  my  last  Report,  has  been  carried  out.  The 
premises  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  there  is  improvement  in  the  milking  and  cleanliness.  The  Milkshops  have  been  inspected,  and 
little  cause  of  complaint.  Any  defect  in  the  milk  supply  has  been  attended  to. 

Slaughter-houses,  Bake-houses  and  Commom  Lodging-houses. — These  have  been  visited  and  any  defects  attended  to. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Home-workers. — There  have  been  no  complaints  of  any  moment,  and  any  little  defects  or  neglect  has  been 
attended  to  at  once  and  remedied.  Work  has  not  been  very  plentiful,  and  in  the  chief  factory  the  number  of  hands  has  been  largely  reduced. 

In  conclusion,  I  hope  that  the  satisfactory  state  of  the  Urban  District  will  continue. 
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RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICTS. 


Beaminster— Mr.  F.  P.  Kitson. 

Area.— The  area  of  the  district  is  57017  acres. 

Population.—  The  population  at  the  last  census  was  9184.  The  present  population  is  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  at  9150.  It  is 
a  Rural  District  and  the  majority  of  the  population  are  engaged  in  Dairy  Farming  and  Sheep  rearing. 

Birth  rate. — The  Birth-rate  is  21-6  per  1000  population  (1907,  20'7).  The  number  of  births  was  209  (1907,  191),  of  whom  104  were  males 
and  104  females. 

Death-rate. — The  Death-rate  is  14-4  per  1000  population  (12'4  in  1907).  The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  132  (113  in  1907).  There 
were  9  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age,  and  72  were  over  65.  Three  deaths  from  diphtheria  were  the  only  deaths  from  any  infectious 
disease.  The  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis,  Consumption  and  other  tubercular  disease  was  13  (11  in  1907). 

Infant  Mortality. — The  Infant  Mortality  is  43-2  per  1000  births. 

The  number  of  marriages  was  56. 

Zymotic  Rate.—  The  Zymotic  Rate  is  3  per  1000  population. 

Prevalence  of  Disease. — The  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease  received  during  the  year  was  32  (1 1  in  1907),  20  cases  of  diphtheria 
were  notified  with  three  deaths. 

The  School  at  Thorncombe  was  closed  owing  to  an  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough.  The  school  at  Salway  Ash  (Netherbury  Bowood 
School),  has  been  closed  owing  to  Diphtheria. 

The  notification  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  not  compulsory  or  voluntary. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  of  the  district  is  obtained  from  wells.  The  water  works  at  Beaminster  have  been  completed  except 
for  the  part  of  the  town  known  as  Newtown.  The  number  of  houses  supplied  either  direct  or  by  means  of  Standpipes  is  104  ;  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  number  will  be  much  increased  during  the  year  as  few  of  the  pumps  at  present  used  are  free  from  the  risk  of  contamination. 

The  water  supplies  at  Coles  Cross  and  Burstock  have  been  improved. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — Earth  closets  are  being  more  largely  used  in  the  district,  and  are  generally  satisfactory. 

Slaughter-houses. — Slaughter-houses  are  in  good  repair  and  well  cared  for. 

Isolation.  —The  Bridport  Rural  District  Council  have  agreed  to  allow  a  certain  number  of  Infectious  diseases  to  be  treated  in  their 
Isolation  Hospital.  During  the  year  one  case  has  been  sent  to  this  Hospital. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes.— One  case  of  overcrow'ding  has  been  dealt  with  during  the  year  ;  it  is  very  difficult  to  deal  with  overcrowding 
in  the  case  of  large  families ;  the  number  of  cottages  suitable  are  very  limited  in  number. 

Lodging-house. — There  is  no  public  lodging-house. 

House  refuse. — The  disposal  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  occupiers. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — I  have  during  the  year  reported  on  the  dairies  in  the  district,  and  have  nothing  further  to  report. 

Health  of  the  District. — The  health  of  the  District  may  be  considered  satisfactory.  Tire  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the  Netherbury 
District  has  been  the  worst  feature  in  the  y'oar.  The  average  age  at  death  has  increased  from  49  to  52,  whilst  the  Infant  Mortality  has  decreased 
from  52-3  to  43-2  pel  1000  births.  The  health  of  the  pupils  in  the  Elementary  Schools  has  been  good  during  the  year.  In  the  schools  at 
Thorncombe  the  offices  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The  offices  at  the  Netherbury  Bowood  Schools  are  to  be  re-constructed. 

Midwives  Act. — There  are  at  present  five  Midwives  registered  under  this  Act.  It  is  evident  that  this  number  is  not  sufficient  to  carry 
out  the  work.  Next  year  no  woman  will  be  able  to  act  as  a  midwife  habitually  or  for  gain  unless  she  is  certified  under  the  Act.  To  determine 
how  these  nurses  are  to  be  supplied  requires  your  consideration. 

Factory  and  Workshop. — There  is  only  one  Factory  in  the  District,  which  is  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  In  a  large  number  of  Workshops 
very  few  people  are  employed  in  each,  generally  not  more  than  one  or  two.  The  conditions  are  under  these  circumstances  satisfactory. 
The  home  work  is  carried  out  in  the  living  room  of  the  house. 
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Blandford— Mr.  G.  W.  Daniell 

The  area  of  the  district  is  61*568  acres. 

The  Population  (Census  1901 )  was  8808,  and  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1908  it  is  8835. 

Births.—  There  were  186  births.  The  birth-rate  is  21 T. 

Deaths. — There  were  96  deaths.  The  death-rate  is  10-8. 

The  rate  of  Infantile  Mortality  is  48-3. 

The  Zymotic  Mortality  is  0-2. 

The  average  Age  at  death  is  56'8. 

There  were  four  illegitimate  births,  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  is  4-2  . 

Thirteen  persons  died  in  the  Workhouse  and  one  person  in  the  Cottage  Hospital,  who  were  residents  of  this  district  so  that  14  should  be 
added  to  the  number  of  deaths  recorded  (96),  for  the  corrected  death-rate,  which  is  12-0. 

The  ages  at  which  deaths  occurred  were — 

Under  1  year  of  age 
Aged  1  year  and  under  5 

,,  5  Years  and  under  15  .. 

,,  15  ,,  ,,  25  . . 

>,  25  ,,  ,,  65  .. 

„  65  and  upwards 

The  mortality  from  every  cause  was — 

From  Whooping  Cough 
,,  Diphtheria 
„  Influenza 
,,  Erysipelas 
„  Phthisis  Pulmonalis 
,,  Other  Tubercular  Disease 
„  Cancer 
,,  Bronchitis 
.,  Pneumonia  . . 

,,  Pleurisy 
„  Premature  Birth 
„  Heart  Diseases 
,,  Suicide 
„  All  other  causes 

96 


1 

3 
1 
5 
1 
8 
7 

4 
1 
1 

17 

1 

45 


2 

4 

6 

18 
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The  rate  of  infantile  mortality  is  much  more  satisfactory  this  year,  as  eight  infants  only  died  under  one  year  of  age.  Two  of  these  died 
less  than  one  week  old. 


Two 

Three 

One 

The  causes  of  death  being  returned  as  from— 

Whooping  Cough 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Defects 

Atrophy 

Convulsions 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 


aged  between 

tt 

tt 


1  and  2  months. 

2  ,,  3  ,, 

8  „  9 


1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Two  of  the  eight  infants  might  have  died  as  the  result  of  improper  feeding, 
thereby.  I  received  13  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  in  the  year. 

Diphtheria  . .  . . 

Erysipelas  .  . . 

Enteric  Fever 


as  Atrophy  and  Convulsions  would  be  caused  or  aggravated 


2 

2 


Eight  of  the  nine  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  one  death  took  place  therefrom.  This  was  a  young  girl 
a  native  of  Milton  Abbas,  who  became  infected  by  a  child  who  was  brought  from  Downton,  in  Wiltshire,  to  stay  at  Milton  Abbas,  and  who 
developed  the  disease  the  day  after  her  arrival.  This  child  was  at  once  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  two  days  afterwards  the 
young  girl  who  lived  in  the  house  sickened  with  the  malady,  was  removed  to  the  Hospital,  and  subsequently  died.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  disease  was  imported,  and  I  could  see  no  insanitary  cause  at  Milton  Abbas.  I  was  told  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Downton 
to  whom  I  wrote,  that  he  was  unable  to  account  for  its  origin.  The  disease  had  not  been  in  existence  at  Milton  Abbas  previously,  nor  has 
it  subsequently. 
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With  regard  to  the  remainder  of  the  cases  of  diphtheria,  insanitary  causes  which  were  in  existence  were  all  remedied. 

With  regard  to  the  two  cases  of  enteric  fever,  one  took  place  in  the  person  of  a  boy  at  Tarrant  Gunville,  who  was  at  once  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  The  manner  in  which  he  contracted  the  disease  was  quite  unaccountable.  The  second  occurred  in  the  person  of  the 
Matron  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  who  became  infected  iu  her  assiduous  nursing  of  the  boy.  She  was  very  seriously  ill,  but  happily  eventually 
recovered. 

As  I  have  stated  in  former  Reports  the  water  supply  of  this  district  is  derived  from  wells,  which  as  a  rule  are  sufficiently  removed  from 
possible  sources  of  contamination. 

The  excrement  disposal  is  now  almost  invariably  carried  out  by  the  pail  system,  and  we  have  had  little  difficulty  with  owners  of  property 
iD  our  efforts  to  abolish  the  insanitary  privy  vaults,  which  formerly  were  so  universal. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  continues  to  be  of  the  greatest  service  in  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases.  Ten  cases  of 
such  were  received  there  during  the  year  from  districts  iu  our  neighbourhood  who  are  unprovided  with  such  necessary  and  useful  institutions. 
I  trust  that  in  the  near  future  we  may  be  provided  with  a  Hospital  in  the  Couuty,  in  which  the  treatment  of  incipient  pulmonary  phthisis 
can  be  carried  out,  “  a  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished.” 

There  is  much  to  be  desired  in  some  of  the  cottages  in  this  district,  one  can  only  point  out  what  ought  to  be  their  condition,  all  should 
have  not  less  than  three  bed  rooms,  two  of  these  being  provided  with  fire  places.  In  this  way  morality  would  be  encouraged,  but  in  the 
case  of  a  cottage  with  only  two  bedrooms,  it  must  be  a  secondary  consideration.  Then  again,  how  can  a  case  of  chest  affection  occurring 
in  inclement  weather  be  treated  in  a  bedroom  where  no  fire  is  available?  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  fatality  is  frequently  the  result  under 
such  conditions,  when  under  different  circumstances  it  might  be  avoided. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milksliops,  Slaughter-houses,  and  Bake-house3,  are  all  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

There  is  no  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  district. 


Bridport— Mr.  W.  A.  E.  Hay. 

Area  of  District. — 30,899  Acres. 

Population. — Census  (1901)  0,998,  estimated  to  middle  of  1908,  7,000. 

Births. — Registered  124,  equal  to  a  rate  of  17' 7  per  1000. 

Deaths. — Registered  80,  equal  to  a  rate  of  11-42  per  1000. 

Average  age  at  death. — 51-8  per  1000. 

Infant  Mortality. — 56-4  per  1000. 

Prevalence  of  Disease  Notifications.—  Diphtheria  2,  Erysipelas  1,  Scarlet  Fever  17,  Puerperal  Fever  1. 

The  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at  Herbage  Farm,  Broadoak,  it  was  without  doubt  conveyed  from  Sahvayash  in  the  Beaminster  District. 
The  first  case  was  treated  at  home,  the  second  was  removed  to  your  Isolation  Hospital.  The  case  of  Erysipelas  was  tranmatic. 

As  regards  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  one  occurred  at  Pymore  during  May,  it  appeared  to  have  been  conveyed  from  Netherbury  in  the 
Beaminster  District,  it  was  at  once  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Fifteen  cases  were  confined  to  the  village  of  Puncknowle,  and  occurred 
during  May,  June,  and  July.  I  believe  the  primary  infection  was  conveyed  from  the  Dorchester  District,  some  of  the  cases  were  of  a  severe 
type  and  two  proved  fatal.  With  one  exception,  the  first  case,  all  were  removed  to  your  Isolation  Hospital.  The  Puncknowle  Public 
Elementary  Schools  were  closed  from  May  the  24th  until  the  end  of  August,  and  as  the  Schools  Were  so  near,  and  the  children  so  much 
in  touch  with  those  at  Puncknowle,  the  Swyre  Schools  were  closed  during  the  same  period.  Mr.  Freake,  au  Ex-police  Constable,  was  engaged 
for  espionage  in  the  village ;  I  had  constant  inte-views  with  him  and  he  reported  to  me  when  necessary.  A  case  occurred  at  Eype  during 
August,  it  was  a  visitor  and  was  contracted  at  Iver  Heath  near  Slough  ;  it  was  at  once  removed  to  your  Isolation  Hospital.  I  believe  that 
by  the  prompt  removal  of  these  cases  to  your  Isolation  Hospital,  and  to  the  other  means  taken,  the  disease  was  prevented  from  gaining 
access  to  the  other  parts  of  the  District.  The  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  occurred  at  Symondsbury  during  March,  and  was  attributed  rightly 
or  wrongly  to  infection  conveyed  from  a  Bridport  Midwife,  the  necessary  precautions  were  taken  as  regards  her  attendance  on  other  cases. 

Water  Supply. — An  analysis  of  water  was  taken  in  11  cases,  and  in  four  proved  unsatisfactory.  Two  of  these  have  been  remedied,  the 
others,  viz.  : — Bucket’s  Farm  and  Geldon  Cottage  are  under  your  notice  and  receiving  attention. 

The  Annual  Analysis  of  the  waters  from  the  Chideock  and  Charmouth  supplies  proved  them  both  excellent  for  dietetic  use. 

As  regards  the  additional  supply  for  Charmouth,  a  local  inquiry  has  been  held  by  a  Local  Government  Board  Inspector.  The  plans 
were  returned  for  amendment  in  certain  details,  and  are  receiving  your  attention, 

Seieerage  and  Drainage,  Excrement  disposal. — I  append  a  summary  of  work  done. 

Defective  slop  drainage,  house  drainage,  and  the  removal  of  nuisances,  etc.,  are  reported  to  you  by  myself  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  at 
your  monthly  meetings. 

Bothenhampton  Drainage.  —  As  a  result  of  the  Local  Government  Boaid  Inquiry,  sanction  to  Loan  for  Sewerage  Works  was  given,  tenders 
invited,  and  the  figures  being  satisfactory  one  will  be  accepted. 
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Charmouth  Drainage. — As  a  result  of  Local  Government  Board  Inquiry,  the  scheme  for  discharge  of  crude  sewage  info  sea  was  adandoned, 
and  another  scheme  for  treatment  is  in  preparation. 

Isolation  Hospital. — Means  for  Disinfection.  Twenty  cases  were  admitted  into  Hospital  during  the  year — 17  from  your  Rural  District, 
1  from  the  Beaminster  District,  and  2  from  the  Bridport.  Urban  District.  It  is  in  excellent  order. 

The  disinfection  of  houses  and  premises  is  carried  out  under  the  direct  supervision  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector.  Bedding,  etc.,  is  sent  to 
the  disinfecting  oven  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Housing  of  the  Working -classes  is  up  to  the  average  of  similar  Rural  Districts.  Two  cases  of  overcrowding  had  to  be  dealt  with. 

There  are  no  common  lodging-houses  in  the  district. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  ami  Milks  hops. —Your  Bye-laws  are  in  operation,  and  they  have  been  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

The  Slaughter-houses  on  inspection  were  found  to  be  kept  in  a  cleanly  manner. 

Workshops  and  Bakehouses. — A  Register  is  kept.  I  found  nothing  to  complain  of. 

There  are  no  offensive  processes  of  trade  carried  on  in  the  district. 

On  inspection,  the  Factories  were  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition  as  regards  all  matters  appertaining  to  the  Council. 

The  Parrott  aud  Axe  Yale  Dairy  Company  have  now  a  branch  factory  just  outside  the  Borough  iu  your  District.  On  my  visit  I  found  every¬ 
thing  in  excellent  order.  Their  prospectus  states  that  “  miik  from  sickly  or  newly-calved  cows  must  uot  be  sent  until  in  a  perfectly  wholesome 
condition,  aud  fit  for  human  food,  and  should  any  infectious  disease  break  out  at  your  Dairy  notice  must,  be  seut  us.” 

Pollution  of  the  River  Brit.  —As  the  drainage  of  Bothenhampton  will  be  shortly  connected  with  the  main  sewers  of  the  Borough,  any 
pollution  from  that  village  will  be  prevented. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  has  brought  to  my  notice  matters  requiiing  my  intervention,  and  has  helped  me  in  my  inspections. 


Cerne— Mr.  E  E  Dalton 

Area — The  area  of  the  District  (exclusive  of  area  covered  with  water)  is  16724  acres. 

Population. — The  population  at  the  last  census  (1901)  was  5064,  and  I  estimate  the  present  population  to  the  middle  of  the  year  at  4460. 

The  density  of  the  population  gives  10-4  acres  to  each  person. 

Birth-rate. — The  births  registered  for  the  whole  district  numbered  96  in  the  year  ;  50  being  males  aud  46  females.  This  was  24  less 
registered  than  in  the  previous  year  and  gives  a  birth-rate  of  21*3  per  1000,  as  compared  with  26  per  1000  for  that  year ;  the  average  birth¬ 
rate  for  the  previous  ten  years  was  22-5. 

Death-rate. — There  were  58  deaths  registered  during  the  year  being  a  death-rate  of  13  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  average  rate  for 
the  previous  ten  years  was  I  find  13-8,  the  average  age  at  death  was  55,  compared  to  52-2  of  the  previous  year.  The  ages  at  which  death 
occurred  were  :  — 


Under  one  year 

7 

One  and  under  5  years 

0 

5  and  under  15  ,, 

2 

15  ,,  ,,  25  ,, 

3 

25  „  „  65  „ 

13 

65  and  over 

33 

58 

Of  those  over  65  years  of  age  who  died,  2 1  were  over  70  years  and  9  over  80 
of  83.  The  deaths  certified  as  due  to  old  age  were  23. 

The  causes  of  death  as  certified  were  as  follows  : — 

Phthisis  . . 

Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 
Premature  birth  . . 

Cancer 
Heart  disease 
Suicide 

All  other  diseases  . . 
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In  the  workhouse  2  deaths  occurred,  with  the  average  age 


2 

2 

2 

1 

11 

8 

1 

31 


Zymotic  Disease. —I  am  much  pleased  to  report  that  under  this  head  no  deaths  occurred  in  this  district  during  the  year. 

Infantile  Mortality.- The  rate  of  infantile  mortality  (measured  by  the  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  per  1000  births)  was  72-9  against 
83-3  the  previous  year.  The  average  for  the  previous  ten  years  was  79-02. 
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The  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Bronchitis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Premature  birth  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Other  causes  not  mentioned  in  Table  IV.  ..  ..  ..  ..  5 

Prevalence  of  Disease  :  Notification— 1  received  6  certificates  under  the  Notification  of  Diseases  Act,  a  decrease  of  20  on  the  previous  yeai 
The  cases  were  diphtheria  3  in  the  Parishes  of  Melcombe  Horsey,  Cattistock  and  Cerne  Abbas  respectively.  Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in  th 
Parishes  of  Melcombe  Horsey  and  Alton  Paucras,  and  one  case  of  Enteric  in  the  Parish  of  Mappowder.  All  the  houses  were  disinfected 
after  the  recovery  from  the  disease  and  any  Sanitary  defects  requiring  attention  were  remedied.  In  no  case  did  the  disease  appear  to  have 
been  caused  by  local  conditions.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  health  of  the  district  has  been  generally  good  and  I  would  cal  I  particular  attention 
to  the  entire  absence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  parish  of  Sydling  St.  Nicholas,  and  the  special  efforts  made,  and  great  deal  of  labour  expended 
in  improving  the  water  supplies  during  the  past  2  years  shows  a  good  result. 

Schools.—  These  have  been  inspected  and  visited  as  occasion  required  and  only  one  was  closed  during  the  year  viz  : — 

The  Cerne  school  for  14  days  from  27th  April,  for  Whooping  Cough,  and  also  1  month  from  1st  June  for  Measles. 

New  School  at  Cheselborve. — The  new  and  commodious  schools  provided  by  the  County  Education  Authority,  for  the  parish  of 
Cheselborne,  will  in  the  good  situation  in  which  they  are  placed,  provide  excellent  accommodation  for  the  scholais  and  will  be  free  from  the 
defects  of  the  old  school  house.  I  consider  that  it  would  be  dangerous  for  children  to  draw  water  with  bucket  and  chain  from  the  deep  well 
near  to  the  new  school,  and  that  something  should  he  done  to  prevent  their  so  doing. 

Water  Supplies. — The  water  supplies  for  the  district  have  been  generally  satisfactory,  and  all  public  supplies  have  been  carefully  examined, 
and  kept  in  a  good  condition  for  the  need  of  the  persons  using  the  same. 

Sewerage,  Drainage  and  excrement  disposal.  —  W here  privies  and  vaults  have  been  found  to  be  bad  they  have  been  cleaned  out  and 
the  dry  earth  system  adopted,  which  is  absorbed  in  the  Cottage  Gardens,  &c.  There  is  no  regular  system  of  drainage  but  improvements  are 
made  at  every  opportunity. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes.--!  he  sanitary  conditions  of  the  dwellings  for  the  working  classes  are  on  the  whole  fairly  satisfactory  in 
this  district.  Two  or  three  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with  and  abated  as  required. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkslmps. — Their  condition  is  reported  by  myself  and  your  Sanitary  Inspector  as  may  be  necessary  and  we  have 
reported  on  the  condition  of  same  at  your  monthly  meetings  and  I  am  glad  to  say  there  is  an  improvement  in  many  cases.  No  cows  are 
wholly  housed  in  this  district,  but  all  are  in  the  open  fields  for  parts  of  the  days,  and  wholly  in  summer  time. 

Slaughter-houses  and  Hake-houses. — These  are  regularly  visited  and  are  generally  in  fair  condition,  all  receiving  the  half  yearly  notices 
to  whitewash  and  cleanse,  which  are  most  readily  complied  with  and  improvements  made  where  necessary  on  matters  of  drainage,  &c. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. — The  workshops  or  places  used  for  the  purpose,  and  coming  within  this  definition  are  generally  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  and  are  chiefly  those  found  in  an  Agricultural  district.  The  few  home  workers  in  Glovemaking  are  decreasing  in  number 
and  I  have  no  recommendation  to  make  in  particular  as  to  the  other  places  in  my  district;  again  no  list  of  workers  receiving  work  from 
outside  the  district  have  been  received. 

I  would  respectfully  refer  the  Council  to  the  list  of  sanitary  work  as  shown  appended  to  my  report  of  the  matters  which  have  received 
attention  during  the  year  1908. 


Dorchester  (Eastern)— Dr.  E.  J.  Day. 

Acreage. — There  are  30,307  acres  in  this  Division. 

Population. — The  census  of  1901  showed  the  population  to  be  3,982  in  924  houses  (average  per  house  4),  but  several  dairies  and  many 
cottages  have  been  built  since  that  time.  However,  one  must  not  forget  that  between  1901  and  the  previous  census  there  was  an  annual 
decrease  of  105.  Taking  only  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  during  the  year  the  population  is  4,106.  For  statistical  purposes  I  have  taken 
it  in  lound  figures  4,000. 

Births.  The  total  number  of  births  registered  is  77  (males  39,  females  38),  against  61  in  1907,  84  in  1906,  95  in  1905,  73  in  1904,  95  in 
1903,  61  in  1902,  96  in  1901,  110  in  1900,  and  133  in  1899. 

Birth-rate. — The  birth-rate  is  19-2  per  1,000  (15-2  in  1907),  against  26  5  for  England  and  Wales,  which  is  2  per  1,000  above  the  rate  in 
1907.  Compared  with  the  average  in  the  10  years,  1898-1907,  the  birth-rate  in  1908  showed  a  decrease  of  l-6  per  1,000. 

Death-rate. — Thirty-three  deaths  were  registered,  but  five  deaths  of  residents  occurred  outside  this  Division,  making  a  total  or  38;  even 
this  only  raises  the  death-rate  to  9’5  per  1,000,  only  once  in  the  past  ten  years  has  it  been  so  low,  viz.,  in  1904  when  it  was  9  per  1  000  (the 
average  of  the  past  decade  being  12'3).  The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1908  was  14-7  per  1,000  (this  is  "3  per  1,000  below  the 
rate  in  1907,  and  lower  than  the  rate  in  any  other  year  on  record  ;  compared  with  the  average  rate  in  the  ten  years,  1898-1907,  the  death-rate 
in  1908  showed  a  decrease  of  1'7  per  1,000). 

Causes  of  deaths. — The  chief  causes  of  death  were  heart  disease  6  (the  same  as  in  1907  and  1906),  bronchitis  4  (5  in  1907),  pneumonia  4 
(3  in  1907). 

Average  age  at  death. — The  average  age  at  death  was  48  against  58  in  1907,  54  in  1906,  52  in  1905,  48  in  1904  and  in  1903,  46  in  1902, 
and  44  in  1901. 
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Zymotic  death-rate.— The  zymotic  death-rate  is  nil,  not  a  single  death  having  occurred  from  the  seven  zymotic  diseases. 


Infant  Mortality  .—The  rate  of  infant  mortality  (measured  by  the  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births)  was  77, 
against  32  in  1907  (this  was  of  course  an  exceptionally  low  rate).  The  infantile  death-rate  for  England  ai  d  Wales  was  121,  and  for  England  and 
Wales, ‘less  the  218  towns,  110  per  1,000  births. 


Child  Mortality. — The  child  mortality  rate  (measured  by  the  number  of  deaths  of  children  over  one  year  of  age,  but  under  5  years),  was 
nil,  against  65  per  1,000  births  in  1907  ;  no  death  having  occurred  amongst  children  under  five  years  of  age  from  any  form  of  tubercular 
disease  is  most  satisfactory. 


Consumption. — There  were  two  deaths  from  consumption,  equal  to  -5  per  1,000  against  nil  in  1907,  '25  per  1.000  in  1906  and  in  1905,  and 
•5  in  1904. 

The  following  table  shows  how  very  favourably  this  Division  compares  with  England  and  Wales  generally,  and  with  England  and  Wales 
minus  the  218  towns  and  with  the  previous  year : — 


"England  and  Wales,  1908 
Ditto,  less  218  towns 
This  Division,  1907 
Ditto,  1908  . . 


Birth-rate. 

Chief 
Zymotic 
Death-rate.  Diseases 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Diph¬ 

Whooping 

Fever. 

Diarr¬ 

Deaths 
under  one 
year 

26-5 

14-7 

cols.  4-10. 

1-29 

•22 

Fever. 

•08 

theria. 

•15 

Cough. 

•27 

•07 

hoea. 

•5 

per  1,000 
births. 
121 

26-2 

13-8 

•99 

_ 

•13 

•06 

•15 

•25 

•07 

•33 

110 

15-2 

12-5 

•75 

— 

•25 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

32 

19-2 

9-5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

77 

Infectious  Disease. — Twenty-one  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  (20  in  1907),  viz. : — 17  cases  of  mild  scarlet  fever  and  four  cases 
of  erysipelas.  There  were  no  cases  of  enteric  fever  nor  diphtheria.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  a  child  who  was  notified  at  West  Knighton 
as  suffering  from  scarlet  fever  was  the  cause  of  no  less  than  three  other  children  in  the  same  house  being  affected :  another  case  in  the  same 
village  gave  rise  to  two  other  cases  in  the  same  dwelling:  this  same  experience  was  again  repeated  at  West  Knighton — one  child  “  giving  it  ” 
to  another  in  the  same  family  :  also  at  West  Stafford  one  child  infected  no  less  than  three  others  in  the  same  house.  I  have  given  these 
cases  in  detail  to  prove  that  four  cases  were  thus  the  means  of  no  less  than  nine  fresh  cases.  In  other  words  if  these  four  “  infecting  agents  ” 
had  been  removed  to  a  hospital  nine  out  of  17  cases  (more  than  50  per  cent.)  would  probably  never  have  suffered.  Another  point  to  note  is 
that  although  these  four  were  of  a  mild  type  yet  niue  more  children  had  to  suffer,  because  “  the  first  four  cases  could  not  be  properly  isolated 
nor  removed  to  a  hospital.”  I  wish  to  make  this  quite  clear  because  a  portion  of  my  last  Annual  Report  was  thought  by  some  to  read  some¬ 
what  like  a  paradox,  iu  that  I  strongly  recommended  a  hospital  when  it  was  thought  by  some  that  there  were  scarcely  any  cases  which  could 
have  been  placed  under  hospital  treatment  (this  Division  being  so  healthy) :  this  year’s  experience  however  proves  beyond  question,  in  my 
opinion,  the  necessity  of  a  hospital,  therefore  I  feel  bound  to  repeat  the  following  extract  from  my  1907  Report  for  your  re-consideration  : — 
“  As  regards  hospital  accommodation  I  am  pleased  to  know  that  you  are  about  to  consider  il  anything  can  be  done  in  the  matter,  for  having 
seen  for  many  years  the  great  benefit  derived  in  the  Urban  District  of  Dorchester,  where  I  am  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  from  the  early 
removal  of  cases  to  the  hospital  in  nearly  every  instauce  the  other  members  of  the  family  did  not  contract  the  disease.  These  factshaving 
been  impressed  on  me,  I  felt  it  my  duty  in  my  last  Annual  Report  to  strongly  recommend  to  you  the  hospital  system.  The  experience  of  the 
last  year  in  not  having  been  able  to  properly  isolate  the  cases  is  additional  evidence,  if  such  be  needed,  of  the  want  of  a  hospital.”  This  last 
sentence  is  no  doubt  the  one  that  seemed  to  some  to  be  somewhat  paradoxical,  therefore  1  am  bound  to  say  by  way  of  explanation  that  several, 
to  say  the  least  (not  however  over  50  per  cent,  as  I  have  shown  in  the  case  of  scarlet  fever  cases  during  the  past  year)  of  the  20  notified 
cases  in  1907  would  have  been  prevented  by  removing  the  first  cases  in  each  house  to  some  hospital — at  least  that  my  opinion,  and  I  am  glad 
to  know  that  Dr.  Johnstone,  the  Medical  Inspector  from  the  Local  Government  Board  approves  of  removing  cases  early  to  hospital,  as  I 
gleaned  from  him  when  he  made  a  special  inspection  of  this  Division  in  1907. 


Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  is  about  the  same  ns  last  year,  many  of  the  wells  are  very  old  and  some  shallow,  but  no  cases  of  illness 
have  been  traced  to  bad  water.  Any  suspicious  water  is  at  once  sent  for  analysis. 


Factoiy  Act. — Thirty-seven  inspections  have  been  made,  fifteen  of  factories  and  twenty-two  of  workshops.  Sixteen  written  notices  have 
been  given.  As  regards  defects  found  and  remedied  sixteen  have  been  dealt  with.  There  are  only  25  workshops  on  the  register.  During  the 
year  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  notify  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  of  anything.  There  are  no  out  workers. 

Bakehouses. — The  bakehouses  have  been  duly  inspected  to  see  that  the  usual  whitewashing  has  been  carried  out  and  that  they  are  kept  as 
they  should  be. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes.  —  There  has  been  only  one  case  of  overcrowding  and  that  has  been  abated.  Several  cottages  have  been 
re-thatched  as  they  were  found  to  be  damp.  Very  few  cottages  have  been  built  of  late. 

Dairies,  &c.—  The  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  have  received  attention;  but  much  remains  to  be  done  as  the  employers  get 
labour  as  cheaply  as  possible,  consequently  those  who  milk  the  cows  have  few  ideas  of  the  importance  of  cleanliness,  and  do  not  in  many 
instances  act  up  even  to  these.  If  a  better  class  of  people  were  paid  better  wages,  better  milk  would  be  the  result,  but  then  that  can  only  be 
attained  by  raising  the  price  of  milk,  and  that  policy  would  be  open  to  objection,  as  milk  being  the  staple  food  of  children  is  in  great  demand. 
It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  milk  supply  can  be  kept  comparatively  free  from  the  tubercle  bacillus  that  is  all  we  can  expect  under  piesent 
circumstances,  for  no  doubt  many  of  these  bacilli  are  consumed  in  milk  (one-third,  roughly  speaking,  of  all  much  cows  are  more  or  less 
phthisical— so  at  least  it  has  been  reported]— hence  the  importance  of  boiling  milk.  The  number  of  these  bacilli  swallowed  aie  not  sufficient 
to  produce  “  consumption  ”  in  those  who  drink  the  milk,  for  the  experience  of  the  past  year  is  that  there  was  not  a  single  death  ot  a  child 
under  five  years  of  age  from  tubercular  disease  iD  any  form  (and  in  1907  there  was  not  one  death  from  tubercular  disease  in  any  ot  the 
seventeen  villages  to  which  this  report  refers.) 

Slaughter-houses. — The  slaughter-houses  have  been  periodically  whitewashed  and  nothing  has  been  found  in  them  that  was  unfit  for 
human  food. 
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Anthrax ,  dbt. . — There  have  been  no  cases  of  anthrax,  glanders,  nor  hydrophobia. 

Common  Lodging-houses. — There  are  no  common  lodging-houses  in  this  division. 

In  summing  up  the  chief  points  it  will  be  seen  that : — 

1.  The  birth-rate  has  been  raised  from  15-2  per  1,000  in  1907  to  19’2. 

2.  The  death-rate  has  been  reduced  from  12'5  per  1,000  in  1907  to  9’5. 

3.  — The  Zymotic  death-rate  has  been  reduced  from  -75  per  1,000  in  1907  to  “  nil." 

4.  — The  death-rate  from  measles  has  been  reduced  from  -25  per  1,000  in  1907  to  “nil." 

5.  -The  death-rate  from  diphtheria  has  been  reduced  from  -5  per  1,000  in  1907  to  “  nil." 

6.  — The  very  low  infantile  death-rate— only  77  per  1,000  births,  against  121  for  England  and  Wales  (and  110  for  Rural 

England.) 

7.  There  has  been  only  one  death  from  cancer. 

8.  — No  death  has  occurred  from  tubercle  in  any  form  amongst  children  under  five  years  of  age  in  this  Division  consisting  of 

17  villages. 


Dorchester  (Western)— Mr.  W.  Rendali. 

Area  of  District,  38,648  acres,  exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water. 

Population,  (1901  census),  5,497  ;  estimated  to  middle  of  1908,  6,268. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (census  1901  J,  1,073.  Average  number  of  persons  per  house  5. 

Births. — The  births  registered  were  111,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  17'7  per  1000,  the  avBrage  birth-rate  of  the  preceding  10  years  being  17‘5. 

Deaths.  —The  deaths  registered  were  100,  and  of  this  number  59  occurred  at  the  County  Asylum,  amongst  persons  not  belonging  to  this 
division,  and  should  therefore  be  left  out  in  estimating  the  normal  death-rate.  This  would  give  a  death-rate  of  6-5  per  1000.  Including  the 
59  deaths,  the  death-rate  would  be  15-9.  The  average  age  at  death  of  the  41  deaths  belonging  to  this  division  is  53.  The  average  age  of 
the  non-residents  55.  Last  year  the  averages  were  54  and  59. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. — Nil. 

The  causes  of  the  4l  deaths  which  belong  to  this  division  are : — 

2  to  Whooping  Cough. 

2  ,,  Phthisis. 

3  ,,  Cancer. 

2  ,,  Bronchitis. 

3  ,,  Premature  Birth. 

12  ,,  Heart  Disease. 

17  ,,  Other  Causes. 
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Infantile  Mortality.—  Eight  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year,  giving  a  death  rate  of  72  per  1000  births  registered.  Premature 
birth  (3),  Marasmus  (2),  Convulsions  (1),  Bronchitis  (1),  Whooping  Cough  (1)  being  the  causes  certified. 

The  old  fashioned  mode  of  infant  feeding  is  still  in  vogue  in  this  division  which  accounts  in  a  great  measure  for  the  low  rate. 


Prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases  and  Notifications. — Ten  cases  were  notified  to  me  during  the  year  :  — 


In  June 
In  July 

J  » 

In  Aug. 

»  J 

In  Sept. 
,,  Oct. 
„  Nov. 
,,  Dec. 


1  case  of-Scarlet  Fever  at  Maiden  Newton. 

1  ,,  ,,  ,,  Bradford  Peverell. 

1  ,,  Erysipelas  at  Martinstown 

1  ,,  ,,  Stratton. 

1  ,,  Scarlet  Fever  at  Charminster. 

1  „  „  „  Longbredy. 

1  ,,  Typhoid  Fever  at  Maiden  Newton. 

1  „  Diphtheria  at  Longbredy. 

1  ,,  Scarlet  Fever  at  Charminster. 

1  ,,  Erysipelas  at  Winterborne  Abbas. 


It  is  a  difficult  matter  in  many  cases  to  trace  the  origin  of  the  disease,  but  in  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  occurred  at  Longbredy  in 
August,  and  at  Charminster  in  November,  the  disease  was  clearly  traceable  to  infection  outside  the  division. 
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In  all  the  above  cases  enquiries  were  promptly  made  both  by  Mr.  Maltby  (your  inspector),  and  myself,  disinfectants  were  supplied, 
instructions  given  as  to  their  use,  and  the  patients  isolated  as  far  as  possible,  with  very  satisfactory  results,  no  second  case  occurring 
in  either  instance. 

On  the  6th  of  May  it  was  reported  to  me  that  several  of  the  children  at  Martinstown  School  were  suffering  from  infectious  diseases,  viz: — 
Ringworm,  Skin  disease,  Whooping  Cough  and  Influenza.  I  at  once  visited  the  school  and  found  no  evidence  of  the  above  mentioned  diseases 
being  prevalent.  There  were  two  cases  of  Ringworm,  and  two  with  slight  eruptions,  due  to  colds  and  stomach  disorder,  These  children 
were  excluded  from  the  School,  but  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  advise  the  Managers  to  close  the  School. 

Water  Supply. — Remains  practically  the  same,  and  is  derived  partly  from  public  service,  and  partly  from  shallow  wells.  There  has  been 
no  deficiency.  The  Maiden  Newton  public  supply,  although  costly,  is  much  appreciated,  and  is  to  be  extended  to  the  Rectory,  and  Farmhouse 
in  the  adjoining  village  of  Frome  Vauchurch.  The  public  supply  for  the  village  of  Great  Toller  is  still  under  your  consideration. 


Dairies ,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — Are  a  vexed  question  and  a  very  difficult  one  to  deal  with.  I  do  not  thiuk  that  anyone  who  is 
acquainted  with  the  conditions  under  which  dairy  produce  is  supplied  to  the  public,  either  from  the  dairies,  or  from  the  milk  factories,  would 
consider  them  satisfactory,  but  if  the  model  regulations  are  adopted  and  carried  out  in  their  entirety,  it  will  mean  tariff  reform,  and  the  public 
will  have  to  pay  considerably  more  for  their  milk.  In  my  opinion  dairies  which  make  butter  and  cheese  should  be  quite  separate  and  distinct 
from  those  supplying  milk,  the  latter  being  licensed  premises.  Public  milk  supplies  should  exist  in  every  town  and  village,  and  be  under  the 
control  of  the  town  and  parish  councils.  It  might  then  be  possible  to  obtain  the  ideal  milk,  supplied  under  model  conditions. 

General  Sanitary  Work. — A  detailed  account  is  appended  of  the  work  done  during  the  year,  and  the  result  of  the  general  inspection  of 
the  villages  made  during  the  year  by  Mr.  Maltby  and  myself. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  one  case  where  unsound  meat  was  found  on  a  butcher’s  premises  and  a  conviction  obtained. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes.— There  is  no  overcrowding.  Most  of  the  cottages  have  large  gardens  attached  to  them  and  a  sufficiency 
of  open  space.  The  surroundings  are  in  some  instances  dirty  and  untidy  owing  to  the  carelessness  of  the  occupiers,  and  this  is  especially 
noticeable  in  the  case  of  those  people  who  are  moving  from  place  to  place  every  year.  They  take  no  interest  in  their  homes,  or  their  work ; 
far  different  is  it  with  the  people  who  remain  several  years  in  the  same  situation,  they  invariably  have  clean  homes,  are  happy  and 
comfortably  off. 

The  chief  question  affecting  the  agricultural  labourer  in  the  future  will  be  that  of  employment.  At  present  there  is  not  much  difficulty 
in  the  couu try  in  finding  employment,  but  if  small  holdings  become  general  they  will  be  the  ruin  of  the  agricultural  labourer  and  British 
agriculture.  Jam  making  may  flourish,  but  corn  growing  will  be  less,  and  our  flocks  and  herds  will  disappear. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. — There  are  14  workshops  on  the  register.  All  have  been  inspected  during  the  year,  and  found 
satisfactory.  One  nuisance  was  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  and  remedied.  There  are  no  outworkers. 

Slaughter  houses  and  Bakehouses  have  all  been  inspected  during  the  year,  and  found  in  a  sanitary  condition.  No  cases  of  Anthrax, 
Glanders,  or  Hydrophobia  have  occurred. 


Poole— Dr.  W.  T.  Gardner  Robinson. 

Area. — The  area  of  the  whole  District  is  17,353  acres,  (exclusive  of  94  acres  covered  by  water,)  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Acres. 

Canford  Magna  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7846 

Kinson  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2769 

Lytchett  Matravers  . .  . .  . .  •  •  3413 

Lytchett  Minster  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3325 


17,353 


The  district  is  chiefly  agricultural,  except  at  Broadstone  and  Wallis  Down,  these  being  largely  residential. 

Population. — This  was  4,779  at  the  last  census  of  1901.  The  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  1908  was  5,398,  the  increase  being 
at  Broadstone  and  Wallis  Down. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  last  census  was  1,081,  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  being  4-4 

Birth-rate. — The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  134—  67  males  and  67  females,  this  being  an  increase  of  six  on  last 
year.  The  average  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  24'8  which  is  0-8  below  the  decennial  average.  The  parish  of  Kinson  had  67  births, 
the  largest  number  ever  recorded  there. 

Death-rate. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year  was  68  ;  this  gives  an  average  of  12  6  per  1000  1  but 
three  deaths  of  residents  who  died  outside  the  district  (two  in  the  Union  Workhouse  Infirmary,  and  one  at  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital) 
have  to  be  added,  this  will  give  the  corrected  total  of  deaths,  71,  and  the  corrected  average  death-rate  13-£.  This  is  slightly  higher  than  the 
decennial  average,  and  3-2  above  last  year,  our  lowest  recorded  death-rate.  Three  deaths  were  registered  as  not  certified. 

The  average  age  at  death  was  39  years. 
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The  principal  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Deaths. 


Heart  Disease  . .  . .  . .  . ,  . .  11 

Senile  Decay  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Tuberculosis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Bronchitis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Pneumonia  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Premature  Births  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 


Infantile  Mortality. — The  Infantile  Mortality  measured  by  the  proportion  of  deaths  under  one  year  to  births  registered  was  95-7  per 
1000.  The  total  number  was  14,  of  these  four  were  certified  as  due  to  Premature  Births,  and  four  to  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis.  Seven 
deaths  occurred  under  one  month,  and  seven  from  one  to  nine  months. 

Zymotic  Diseases.-  37  notifications  were  received,  viz.  : — 

Diphtheria  (including  Membranous  Croup)  . .  . .  18 

Scarlet  Fever  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

Puerperal  Fever  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

37 


These  were  notified  from  the  various  parishes  as  follows  : 


Canford  Magna 

•  , 

,  • 

•  • 

13 

Kinson 

,  , 

,  . 

,  , 

2 

Lytchett  Matravers  . . 

*  * 

•  * 

*  * 

*  * 

22 

37 

Three  deaths  took  place  from  Diphtheria  and  one  from  Whooping  Cough,  which  makes  the  Zymotic  Death  rate  for  the  year  0'74  per 
1,000  living. 

Diphtheria. — There  have  been  18  notifications  of  this  disease  during  the  year  — 16  from  Lytchett  Matravers  and  two  from  ((Broadstone. 
There  was  a  severe  epidemic  in  Lytchett  Matravers  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  first  case  came  from  a  neighbouring  parish,  and  most  of  the 
others  could  be  traced  to  spreading  by  contact  with  one  another.  Several  of  the  cases  were  in  an  overcrowded  and  damp  cottage,  which  has 
since  been  reported  to  the  Council.  Except  in  this  cottage,  no  serious  defects  in  drainage  were  discovered  ;  in  all,  the  milk  supply  was 
carefully  enquired  into  and  found  satisfactory.  The  parents  in  most  of  the  cases  were  apparently  ignorant  of  the  seriousness  of  the  disease, 
and  did  not  approve  of  disinfection  at  all. 

The  two  cases  at  Broadstone  were  of  a  mild  nature,  one  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  there  developed  Scarlatina. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Seventeen  cases  were  notified — eleven  at  Broadstone  in  the  summer,  five  at  Lytchett  Matravers  in  November  and 
December  and  one  at  Kinson  in  August.  Five  of  the  Broadstone  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  all  did  well.  Several  visits 
were  paid  to  the  district.  One  of  the  cases  was  lound  playing  w'th  two  other  children  who  were  “peeling”  no  medical  attendant  being 
called  in.  At  the  schools,  children  from  three  families  were  recommended  to  be  excluded  owing  to  suspicious  sore  throats.  On  visiting  the 
schools  again  at  a  later  date  it  was  found  40  per  cent,  of  the  childien  were  absent,  many  from  “  panic,”  so  closing  was  recommended  a  week 
earlier  for  the  summer  holidays,  and  the  buildings,  books,  desks,  etc.,  were  all  thoroughly  disinfected  by  Formalin.  No  cases  have  occurred 
since. 

The  Lytchett  Matravers  cases  were  very  mild  and  all  did  well. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Two  cases  were  notified— the  first  in  January  was  removed  to  Hospital  and  did  well,  the  second  was  rapidly  fatal. 
This  had  been  attended  by  an  old  unregistered  nurse  at  Wallis  Down,  who  had  also  been  seeing  to  a  similar  case  just  previously.  I  wrote 
her  a  letter  to  refrain  from  going  to  another  case  for  two  months. 

Tuberculosis. — Eight  cases  were  certified  during  the  year— five  being  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  about  25  years  of  age  each.  Disinfection 
and  cleansing  of  the  Home  have  been  done  where  requested. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1908,  cards,  giving  instructions,  are  left  by  either  the  Inspector  or  myself  with  all 
cases  notified. 

Heart  Disease. — Eleven  deaths  have  been  certified,  nine  being  over  65  years  of  age. 

Water  Supply. — Much  the  same  as  reported  last  year.  The  Poole  Corporation  have  laid  new  mains  through  the  Lytchett  Parishes  ; 
when  completed  this  will  give  all  the  adjoining  houses  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  good  puie  water. 

The  supply  to  Kinson  Village  has  been  brought  to  my  notice  during  the  year.  It  will  have  to  receive  serious  consideration  in  the  near 
future,  as  the  stream  which  provides  the  main  supply  is  liable  to  contamination. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — The  emptying  of  the  cesspools  at  Broadstone  caused  a  serious  complaint  during  the  year  ;  a  new 
arrangement  of  the  methods  has  led  to  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  difficulty.  The  removal  of  house  refuse  here  requires  attention. 

Housing  of  the  Working-classes. — Several  cases  have  been  remedied  of  overcrowding  and  bad  sanitary  defects,  and  more  are  receiving 
attention. 
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Factories ,  Workshops,  dc. — These  have  been  visited,  and  the  results  included  in  the  Inspector’s  tabular  report.  No  defects  were  found. 

Slaughter  and  Bake-houses.—  All  have  been  inspected  and  found  in  good  condition.  A  very  satisfactory  new  one  has  been  erected  at 
Broadstone,  in  place  of  a  rather  poor  one. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — These  on  the  whole  are  improved  and  in  a  more  satisfactory  condition,  many  improvements  having  been 
affected.  Two  of  the  most  defective  sheds  are  pulled  down  ;  one  new  and  very  satisfactory  shed  has  been  erected.  Many  of  the  farmers 
are  anxious  to  co-operate  with  us  in  trying  to  obtain  a  pure  milk  supply,  and  the  regulations  are  better  complied  with. 

We  have  had  no  epidemic  which  can  be  traced  to  milk,  neither  can  any  of  the  infantile  deaths  be  traced  to  it. 

Infectious  Hospital. — This  is  situated  in  Poole  Urban  District.  Seven  cases  were  sent  in  during  the  year,  with  one  death  from 
Membranous  Croup.  The  average  stay  of  each  patient  was  about  six  weeks. 

Schools. — These  have  been  inspected  as  occasion  required.  Broadstone  schools  were  closed  in  the  summer  on  account  of  the  Scarlet 
Fever  Epidemic,  aud  Lytchett  Matravers  in  November  and  December  from  Diphtheria.  The  water  supply  at  this  school  was  also 
investigated,  and  sample  taken  for  analysis.  It  proved  satisfactory. 

All  parts  of  the  district  have  been  visited  during  the  year,  and  most  of  the  suggestions  for  any  improvements  have  been  carried  out. 

At  Wallis  Down,  I  had  many  bitter  complaints  about  the  dust  in  dry  windy  weather  ;  in  some  of  the  houses  it  was  very  bad  indeed. 

With  the  close  of  the  year,  the  Council  loses  the  services  of  Mr.  Barnes,  the  Inspector,  who  has  been  with  them  foi  so  many  years. 

I  have  to  gratefully  acknowledge  the  valuable  assistance  of  several  of  the  medical  practitioners  who  rendered  every  assistance  in 
endeavouring  to  arrest  the  two  epidemics  which  raged  during  the  year. 


Shaftesbury- Mr.  Thomas  F.  Hanly. 

Area. — The  area  of  the  whole  district  is  41,105  acres  exclusive  of  an  area  of  239  acres  of  water. 

Population. —  The  population  of  the  district  according  to  the  censes  of  1901  was  10,928.  The  estimated  population  to  middle  of  1908 
was  11,258. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  census  of  1901  was  2,594,  giving  an  average  number  of  4-2  persons  per  house. 

Birth-rate. — The  total  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  for  the  whole  district  was  213  (110  males  and  103  females),  giving  a 
birth-rate  of  18-9  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  of  these  203  where  legitimate  and  10  illegitimate.  The  births  in  the  different 
districts  were:  Shaftesbury  42,  Fontmell  37,  Gillingham  134.  This  is  the  lowest  birth-rate  for  the  last  10  years,  the  average  for  that  period 
(1898—1907)  being  231  for  the  whole  district,  giving  a  rate  of  1954  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

Death-rate. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  for  the  whole  district  was  147  (69  males  and  78  females),  giving  a 
death-rate  of  13  04  per  1,000  of  estimated  population.  The  deaths  in  the  different  districts  were  :  Shaftesbury  33,  Fontmell  31,  Gillingham  83. 
The  average  for  the  last  ten  years  was  148,  being  at  the  rate  of  13-18  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  Deaths  registered  for  the  various 
months  were  :  January  13,  February  11,  March  14,  April  12,  May  13,  June  12,  July  13,  August  7,  September  18,  October  11,  November  15 
and  December  8. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were :  heart  disease  24,  brain  disease  16,  cancer  15,  bronchitis  11,  diphtheria  8,  tuberculosis  5.  There  are  also 
included  amongst  the  causes  of  death  3  cases  of  suicide. 

Average  age  at  death. — 50-7  years  ;  exclusive  of  children  under  one  year,  57-7. 

Zymotic  death-rate. — 0  97. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  total  deaths  of  children  as  certified  under  one  year  were  18,  this  gives  a  death-rate  of  84-50  per  1,000  births. 
All  were  legitimate  children  and  the  ages  at  death  were  : — 

Under  1  month  12 
From  2  to  3  ,,  1 

„  6  to  7  „  2 

„  7  to  8  „  2 

„  11  to  12  „  1 

Prevalence  of  disease. — There  were  83  cases  of  official  notification.  Scarlet  fever  54  cases,  all  of  which  occurred  in  the  Gillingham 
district,  none  fatal.  One  case  each  of  erysipelas  and  enteric  fever,  both  in  Gillingham  district.  Diphtheria  27  cases,  1  in  Shaftesbury  district 
and  26  in  Gillingham  district,  of  which  8  proved  fatal. 

The  source  of  infection  is  frequently  very  difficult  to  trace.  However,  in  many  cases,  the  infection  is  no  doubt  spread  by  mild  or  un¬ 
recognised  cases  acting  as  “carriers.” 

All  necessary  precautions  were  taken,  and  all  instructions  carried  out  in  each  case.  Anti-toxin  serum  was  supplied  by  me  in  the 
majority  of  the  diphtheric  cases,  and  1  particularly  thank  you,  gentlemen,  for  the  veiy  material  help  given  me  in  dealing  with  these  cases 
when  you  wisely  and  kindly  allowed  me  to  supply  anti-toxin  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  poorer  patients  who  were  not  in  the 
position  to  procure  for  themselves  this  valuable  specific. 

In  the  case  of  typhoid  no  probable  source  of  infection  could  be  traced  beyond  suspicion  of  the  water  supply  which  was  derived  lrom  a 
well.  This,  on  analysis,  was  found  to  be  contaminated  and  unfit  for  drinking  purpose*,  but  no  bacteriological  proof  of  the  specific  micro¬ 
organism  of  enteric  fever  was  discovered. 
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In  many  cases  of  diphtheria  the  water  supply  was  faulty  and,  in  most  cases  of  notified  diseases,  the  drains  and  all  other  sanitary  arrange¬ 
ments  were  most  unsatisfactory. 

With  the  advancement  of  school  hygiene  I  hope  more  attention  will  be  given  to  the  cleaning  of  classrooms,  particularly  the  cloak  rooms, 
where  frequently  there  is  insufficient  accommodation,  and  one  sees  hats,  jackets,  etc.,  crowded  together  on  the  too  few  existing  pegs  I  think 
improvement  might  be  made  as  regards  the  frequency  and  the  manner  in  which  school  cleaning  is  done,  when  we  know  that  dust  of  the 
schoolrooms  contains  germs  of  many  infectious  diseases,  and  when,  in  all  probability,  the  cloak  rooms  contain  an  even  more  varied  assortment. 

It  seems  to  me  incomprehensible  that  while  such  elaborate  new  regulations  are  being  enforced,  such  as  the  Medical  inspection  of  school 
children,  etc.,  presumably  with  the  idea  of  improving  things  generally,  -education,  physique,  the  better  health  of  the  children,  and  the 
lessening  of  diseases, — we  are  allowing  Vaccination,  the  gieatest  enemy  of  small-pox,  to  become  almost  a  thing  of  the  past. 

With  the  now  seriously  decreasing  successful  vaccination  returns,  this  is  a  matter  for  grave  consideration,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the 
intelligence  of  the  people  will  not  allow  them  to  wait  for  a  serious  epidemic  of  that  dreadful  scourge  to  prove  how  utterly  helpless  it  is  to 
deal  with  small-pox  without  the  inestimable  aid  of  vaccination. 

Diminished  expenditure  on  vaccination  only  means  a  future  increased  expenditure  in  dealing  with  small-pox  outbreaks. 

The  increased  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  demonstrates  beyond  doubt  the  futility  of  our  existing  means  of  preventative  measures  in 
dealing  with  such  cases,  and  when  our  present  known  methods  cannot  altogether  be  relied  upon  for  the  stamping  out  of  infectious  diseases, 
there  is  no  reason  for  presuming  that  these  measures  can  do  for  small-pox  what  they  have  failed  to  accomplish  in  the  case  of  other  infectious 
diseases. 

I  cannot  speak  too  strongly  in  favour  of  efficient  Vaccination,  and  I  thank  you  gentlemen,  as  my  sanitary  authority,  for  the  way  you 
have  upheld  Vaccination,  and  as  the  constituted  guardians  of  the  health  of  the  people,  I  thank  you  for  the  kiud  manner  in  which  you  have 
always  encouraged  me  in  the  fulfilment  of  my  duties  by  your  advocation  of  nearly  every  possible  measure  for  the  prevention  of  disease. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  epidemics  during  the  year,  it  was  found  expedient  to  close  the  following  schools  :  Motcombe,  Alcester,  Cann, 
Kington  Magna,  Melbury  Abbas,  Compton  Abbas,  Enmore  Green  and  Fontmell  Magna. 

Water  Supply. — Speaking  generally,  for  an  agricultural  district  this  is  fairly  satisfactory,  but  more  attention  should  be  given  to  the 
periodical  cleansing  out  of  the  wells,  which  is  the  main  source  of  the  water  supply  for  the  villages  and  district. 

Gillingham,  with  a  population  of  about  4,000,  is  badly  in  need  of  an  efficient  water  supply,  and  in  my  opinion,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  there  should  be  an  adequate  and  reliable  supply  so  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  should  not  be  compelled  to  depend  upon  water 
derived  from  wells,  a  number  of  which  have  been  proved  to  be  contaminated  and  unfit  for  dietetic  purposes. 

I  am  glad  the  magnitude  of  this  necessity  has  been  recognised  by  the  people  of  Gillingham,  and  that  instead  of  the  original  apathy 
which  existed  among  them  there  has  now  arisen  a  keen  desire  for  a  proper  water  supply. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage  Excrement  Disposal. — In  the  purely  rural  districts  this  is  not  altogether  unsatisfactory,  but  improvement  is 
desirable,  and  I  should  like  to  see  the  old  vault  privies  replaced  by  earth  closets  where  a  recognised  system  of  sewerage  and  drainage  is 

impracticable. 

In  Gillingham  I  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when,  with  a  proper  water  supply,  an  efficient  drainage  and  sewerage  system  may  be 
an  accomplished  fact,  for  the  existing  obsolete  system  is  hopeless  except  for  polluting  our  streams  and  rivers  and  as  a  perpetual  means  of 
causing  and  spreading  disease. 

The  direct  mode  of  emptying  privies  on  the  gardens,  as  1  have  pointed  out  before,  is  to  be  condemned  as  an  additional  source  of  danger 
to  spreading  infection. 

Isolation  Hospital. — There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  this  district.  The  Sanitary  Authority  however  rents  a  cottage  with  the  object  of 
having  some  place  for  isolation  in  the  event  of  urgent  need.  As  this  is  a  large  and  important  milk  producing  district,  1  should  say  that  an 
Isolation  Hospital  of  our  own  is  of  paramount  necessity,  for  the  sooner  cases  can  be  isolated  the  better  chance  there  is  of  curtailing  an  outbreak 
and  saving  lives. 

At  present  the  provision  of  Hospital  accommodation  is  not  altogether  to  be  relied  upon,  and  in  the  event  of  epidemics  we  may  at  any 
time  find  ourselves  without  means  of  providing  isolation  for  infectious  cases.  More  especially  would  this  be  the  case  if,  through  want  of 
room,  our  good  neighbours  were  obliged  to  refuse  us  the  generous  hospitality  of  the  Blandford  Infectious  Isolation  Hospital. 

Housing  for  the  Working  Classes. — There  have  been  satisfactory  improvements  in  the  newly  built  houses  and  cottages  as  regards 
accommodation  and  sanitary  arrangements.  However  there  are  a  number  of  the  older  cottages  where  the  indoor  accommodation  is  scant 
and  the  out-door  premises  insanitary  and  exposed,  and  in  some  cases  insufficient. 

Daires,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops ,  etc.  —These  have  been  inspected  throughout  the  district,  and  I  hope  shortly  to  place  before  you  a  special 
report  accordingly.  In  the  meantime  I  shall  merely  mention  that  many  of  the  Cowsheds  are  in  anything  but  a  satisfactory  state.  Improve¬ 
ments  are  taking  place,  but  at  present  I  can  only  describe  the  conditions  under  which  milk  is  produced,  in  many  cases,  as  deplorable. 
However,  the  farmers  are  alive  to  the  enormity  of  their  responsibilities,  and  they  evince  a  proper  and  keen  desire  to  do  all  they  can  to  improve 
matters  by  carrying  out  the  regulations  now  in  force. 

Slaughter-houses,  Bake-houses,  Common  Lodging-Houses,  etc. — The  Slaughter-houses  and  Bake-houses  have  been  visited  and  inspected. 
They  were  found  whitewashed  and  generally  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  However,  the  Slaughter-houses  are  bsdly  situated,  being  in  too 
close  proximity  to  stables  and  dwelling-houses.  They  do  not  come  up  to  the  standard  of  modern  requirements. 

The  are  no  common  Lodging-houses  in  my  district. 

Factory  and  Workshops. — The  Factory  Act  does  not  much  affect  this  district,  which  is  almost  exclusively  an  agricultural  one. 

The  accommodation  and  sanitary  arrangements  in  the  workshops,  factories  and  work-places  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Nuisances,  die., — Many  complaints  were  received,  and  a  number  of  nuisances  abated. 

The  nuisances  were  found  chiefly  in  connection  with  notified  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

There  were  4  cases  of  overcrowding,  and  25  carcases  of  pigs  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food  and  destroyed  accordingly. 

I  annex  the  usual  necessary  tabulated  forms. 


Sherborne— Dr.  G.  R  Rickett 


Area  of  District.—  37,482  acres. 

Population. — Census  1901,  5725.  Estimated  to  middle  of  1908,  0,133. 

Births. — During  the  year  1908,  107  births  have  been  registered,  59  males,  48  females. 

Deaths.— 69  deaths  have  been  registered,  42  males  and  27  females,  making  au  increase  of  population  of  38,  being  20  more  than  last  year. 
This  gives  a  birth-rate  of  17'44,  and  a  death-rate  uf  11-25  per  1000  population. 

The  average  age  at  death  is  51-55. 

There  have  been  6  deaths  from  bronchitis,  4  from  pneumonia,  1  from  phthisis,  2  from  pleurisy,  3  from  influenza.  12  from  heart  disease, 
3  from  cancer,  and  1  from  whooping  cough.  29  of  the  deaths  were  of  persons  over  the  age  of  70  years,  of  these  3  exceeded  90  years  ;  2  males 
and  1  female,  and  7  exceeded  80  years,  5  males  and  2  females. 

Nine  of  the  deaths  were  under  one  year,  giving  au  iufant  mortality  rate  of  84-1 1  per  1000  births.  Of  these  deaths  3  were  from  convulsions, 
1  from  whooping  cough,  1  from  premature  birth,  1  from  congenital  defect,  1  from  vital  inertia,  1  from  diarrhoea  during  dentition,  1  from 
bronchitis. 


The  following  table  epitomises  the  ages  at  which  the  deaths  occurred  throughout  the  district ; — 


Deaths  under  1  year 
,,  from  1  to  5  years 


5  to  15  „ 

3 

15  to  25  „ 

•  .  .  . 

i 

25  to  65  ,, 

.  ,  .  . 

19 

65  and  upwards 

.  . 

33 

Total  . 

.  69 

The  subsoil  of  the  district  is  inferior  oolite,  and  the  character  of  the  Country  undulating,  lying  near  the  head  of  water-parting  between 
Bristol  and  English  Channel.  Average  height  from  200  to  500  feet  above  sea  level. 

The  chief  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  is  Agricultural.  There  are  no  factories,  but  in  about  40  houses  women  work  at 
glove-making,  68  women  being  thus  employed. 

House  Accommodation. — The  house  accommodation  in  the  district  is  sufficient  and  in  most  cases  good.  Many,  however,  have  insufficient 
ventilation  and  sleeping  accommodation.  The  ground  floors  are  often  of  flags  which  are  frequently  cracked.  Repairs  are  frequently  not 
carried  out  unless  under  compulsion  by  the  Sanitary  Authority.  This  is  more  especially  the  case  in  houses  let  by  small  owners.  These  flags 
are  unsuitable  for  floors  and  are  frequently  injurious  to  the  inhabitants  on  account  of  the  damp  which  they  admit. 

There  are  no  building  bye-laws  in  this  district.  As  stated  in  my  last  report  they  have  been  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
but  have  not  been  approved.  No  cottages  have  been  demolished  during  the  year.  Overcrowding  is  infrequent,  two  cases  only  having  been 
investigated  during  the  year. 

Seven  new  cottages  have  been  erected,  during  the  year.  These  are  satisfactory  and  well  built. 

Seivers  and  Sewage  Disposal.— There  is  no  proper  system  of  sewers  in  this  district.  In  Trent  the  present  sewer  in  Rig  Lane  will 
probably  be  extended  further  up  the  lane  for  300  yards. 

I  again  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  river  Yeo  is  seriously  polluted  at  Compton  Mill.  Nothing  has  been  done  to  remedy  this. 
Complaints  are  frequent  and  the  conditions  always  offensive. 

The  river  is  also  polluted  from  the  Milborne  Port  Sewage,  at  Goat  Hill  Mill,  and  is  also  polluted  by  the  Sherborne  Sewage  at  Darkhole. 
The  conditions  here  are  offensive,  the  overflow  is  turbid. 

Some  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent  cows  drinking  from  the  river  here,  but  the  animals  not  infrequently  find  their  way  down  to  the 
river. 

There  are  no  house  drains,  there  are  but  few  sinks  in  the  cottages,  and  the  liquid  slops  of  the  houses  are  thrown  down  the  surface 
drains  outside  the  cottages. 

Excrement  Disposal. — The  disposal  is  usually  by  means  of  cesspools  and  privy  middens.  These  are  emptied  as  a  rule  twice  a  year  and 
are  not  ventilated. 

Every  year  some  of  these  are  being  closed  and  replaced  by  buckets.  Eighteen  of  such  changes  have  taken  place  during  the  last  year. 
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Water  Supply. — In  the  Northern  area  of  the  district  water  is  plentiful.  Oborne  and  Trent  have  each  a  good  reservoir.  The  supply  in 
other  villages  is  from  upland  water,  and  shallow  wells. 

The  water  supply  of  Hohvell,  Leigh  and  Bishop  Down  is  still  most  unsatisfactory. 

The  supply  of  the  latter  place  has  been  discussed  by  the  Rural  District  Council  and  referred  to  the  Digby  Estate. 

In  several  instances  the  water  in  the  garden  wells  used  for  drinking  purposes  has  been  contaminated  by  slops  thrown  from  the  house. 
Three  or  four  of  such  cases  have  been  remedied. 

Dairies ,  Cowsheds  and  Milltsliops. — In  this  district  there  are  136  dairies  of  which  68  sell  their  milk.  A  register  is  kept  and  these  dairies 
are  visited  regularly. 

Many  of  these  cowsheds  and  dairies  are  still  dirty  but  there  is  distinct  improvement  in  the  district. 

Several  cowsheds  have  been  provided  with  more  windows.  They  are  more  frequently  limewashed,  and  are  cleaner.  In  several  instances 
the  floors  have  been  repaired,  and  the  drainage  from  the  stalls  has  been  improved. 

The  yards  and  bartons  are  usually  wet  and  in  many  instances  insufficiently  cleaned.  The  manure  is  not  sufficiently  frequently  removed 
and  in  two  instances  the  bartons  were  quagmires  of  filth.  About  eleven  of  thsse  bartons  have  been  relaid  during  the  year.  The  usual  method 
of  cleaning  the  stalls  is  still  to  shovel  the  filth  through  the  windows. 

Pigs  have  been  kept  in  the  past  in  the  stalls  during  the  summer  months.  This  has  been  prohibited. 

In  a  few  of  the  smaller  farms  no  attempt  is  made  by  milkers  to  wash  their  hands  before  milking,  nor  are  the  cows’  udders  cleansed  at 
that  time. 

The  water  supply  in  most  farms  is  sufficient  and  good. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  four  small  slaughter-houses.  These  are  well  kept. 

Bak  e-houses.—  There  are  seven  bake-houses  which  are  clean  and  well  kept. 

There  is  one  offensive  trade  (gut  scraping)  at  Yetminster.  Every  endeavour  is  made  by  the  proprietor  to  avoid  unnecessary  nuisance 
and  the  premises  are  clean  and  well  kept. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses. 

The  Public  Elementary  Schools  are  fairly  good  and  well  kept.  In  one  instance  there  has  been  a  privy  midden  under  the  window  of 
the  room  where  the  infants  are  taught, 

Medical  inspection  of  all  school  children  is  now  being  carried  out  and  is  proving  of  great  value  in  briuging  defective  conditions  to  the 
notice  of  parents  and  in  persuading  them  to  have  such  conditions  treated. 

Infectious  Diseases.  —  There  has  been  no  epidemic  during  the  year.  20  cases  have  been  reported,  eleven  of  which  were  scarlet  fever,  seven 
diphtheria,  two  erysipelas. 

The  eleven  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  in  four  families  at  Clifton  Mabank  and  Bradford  Abbas  during  the  months  of  January, 
February,  March,  June  and  July.  Two  cases  at  Leigh  in  November.  I  investigated  these  cases,  the  infection  of  which  took  place  at  Yeovil. 
The  school,  Bradford  Abbas,  was  closed  from  February  14th  to  March  16th.  One  case  was  isolated  at  the  isolation  hospital.  Disinfection 
of  these  cottages  was  carried  out  properly. 

Two  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  a  family  at  Bradford  Abbas,  in  April.  Five  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported  in  a  cottage  in  Rig 
Lane  in  Trent. 

Swabs  were  taken  of  these  latter  cases.  In  two  the  bacillus  diphtheria  was  found,  in  the  others  a  streptococcus  only  was  found.  All 
these  patients  were  very  ill. 

The  children  from  this  lane  were  all  excluded  from  school,  and  the  throat  of  every  school  child  was  inspected. 

One  child  was  sent  home  from  school  owing  to  the  presence  of  follicular  tonsillitis  in  which  the  bacillus  diphtheria?  was  not  found. 
However,  in  1909  diphtheria  occurred  in  the  house  occupied  by  the  parents  of  this  child.  There  was  no  further  spread  in  the  village. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  cottage  in  which  these  cases  occurred  were  very  bad.  It  adjoined  pig  styes  in  which  pigs  were  kept  in  a 
filthy  condition,  the  house  was  in  a  dilapidated  condition  and  very  dirty.  The  drainage  outside  the  cottage  was  deficient  and  offensive,  and 
the  surface  drainage  from  these  and  other  piggeries  streamed  into  the  road. 

These  defects  have  since  been  remedied. 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  unsatisfactory  nature  of  this  continues  the  same.  Attention  has  been  annually  drawn  to  this  fact  in  this 
report  for  some  years. 

During  the  past  year  inspection  of  the  district  has  been  regularly  carried  out  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  myself.  I  have  for  the 
first  time  regularly  attended  all  the  Meetings  of  the  Rural  District  Council. 


M.O.H.  Reports,  1908,  Sturminster  Newton  (Rural). 
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Sturminster  Newton— Mr.  Bernard  S  Hollick 

Area  of  District  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  is  39,151  acres. 

Population  (Census  1901)  8,804  ;  estimated  to  middle  of  1908,  8,637. 

for  the’prt^S^oSrsTlS^  dming  **“  nUmbered  172~°£  theSe  87  Were  maleS  and  85  females'  The  a™'age  number  of  births 

Birth-rate. — This  is  19  9  per  1000  persons  living,  as  compared  with  the  decennial  average  of  20-9. 

.  Deaths.— The  number  of  deaths  registered  from  all  causes  was  108-of  these  48  were  males  and  60  females.  The  decennial  average 
being  128. 

Death-rate.- — This  is  12-5  per  1000  persons  living  ;  the  decennial  average  being  14-6. 

Average  Age  at  death.—  This  was  57-2  ;  the  decennial  average  being  about  51 . 

Zymotic  rate. — There  have  been  three  deaths  under  this  heading,  viz.,  from  Diphtheria.  This  makes  the  zymotic  death-rate  '3  per  1000 
persons  living. 

Infantile  Mortality,  or  the  proportion  of  deaths,  under  one  year  of  age,  to  births  registered  is  46-5  ;  extremely  low  when  compared  with 
the  decennial  average  of  79-2. 

Prevalence  of  Pis  ease  and  Notification.— There  have  been  43  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified,  viz. 25  cases  of  Diphtheria,  14  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  3  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  1  case  of  Erysipelas. 

There  were  six  cases  of  Diphtheria  at  Childe  Okeford,  ten  at  Sturminster  Newton,  one  at  Hinton  St.  Mary,  and  six  at  Stalbridge.  I 
consider  the  outbreak  was  due  to  the  spreading,  throughout  the  District,  of  the  epidemic  which  started  in  Child  Okeford  at  the  latter  part  of 
last  year,  most  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  ar.d  there  has  Been  no  Iresli  case  notified  during  the  last  two  months. 
The  cases  at  Stalbridge  and  Sturminster  were  of  a  very  mild  form. 

There  were  nine  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Shillingstone,  two  at  Hinton  St.  Mary,  two  at  Marnhull  and  one  at  Sturminster.  The  eases 
at  Shillingstone,  which  were  the  commencement  of  the  disease,  occurred  in  three  different  houses.  The  first  case  appears  to  have  commenced 
after  a  letter  had  been  received  by  the  family  from  another  member  who  was  living  away  from  home,  and  was  suffering  from  the  disease, 
being  an  inmate  of  a  fever  hospital  at  the  time. 

Two  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  at  Sturminster  and  one  at  Woolland. 

Schools. — The  Schools  have  been  closed  in  the  following  parishes  during  the  year  : — Mansion,  owing  to  an  epidemic  of  mumps  ;  Marnhull, 
owing  to  an  epidemic  of  mumps  ;  Stalbridge,  owing  to  an  epidemic  of  mumps  ;  Shillingstone,  owing  to  an  epidemic  of  measles  ;  Hinton  St. 
Mary,  owing  to  a  case  of  Diphtheria. 

Phthisis. — There  were  seven  deaths  from  phthisis  during  the  year,  of  these  one  died  between  the  ages  of  15  and  25,  and  six  between  the 
ages  of  25  and  65.  Three  of  these  died  at  Stalbridge,  two  at  Sturminster  Newton,  one  at  Stourton  Caundle  and  one  at  Okeford  Fitzpaine. 

Water  Supply. — The  Works  for  the  supply  of  water  to  Sturminster  is  now  completed,  and  is  already  proving  a  great  boon  to  the  town. 
The  water  in  several  wells  in  the  district  has  been  analysed,  and  in  some  instances  it  has  been  found  to  be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  In 
these  instances,  measures  have  been  taken  to  prevent  the  water  being  used  for  domestic  purposes. 

Isolation  Hospital.— There  is  not  one  within  the  District,  but  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  District  Council  for  the  removal  of 
any  infectious  cases  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  neighbouring  district  of  Blandford. 

Housing  of  the  Working-classes. — In  one  or  two  districts  this  is  anything  but  satisfactory ;  in  these  instances  the  houses  are  dirty  and 
badly  lighted  and  ventilated.  I  am  doing  what  I  can  to  remedy  this  evil,  but  it  is  very  difficult  to  do  as  much  as  one  would  wish,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  Landlords  will  not  build  new  cottages,  and  consequently  the  families  would  have  nowhere  to  go  in  the  event  of  their  being 
turned  out. 

Dairies,  Coiesheds  and  Milkshops,  dkc. — During  the  year  I  have  inspected  a  number  of  dairies  and  cowsheds.  The  dairies  I  found  on  the 
whole  iu  a  very  good  condition.  As  regards  the  cowsheds,  many  new  ones  have  been  built  in  the  district  during  the  last  twelve  months.  In 
other  instances,  in  which  there  were  smaller  insanitary  matters,  notices  have  been  served  on  the  owners  to  have  these  put  right.  A  register 
is  kept,  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  see  that  all  purveyors  of  milk  have  had  their  names  entered.  In  this  District,  which  is  essentially  a 
milk  district,  the  cows  lie  out  quite  two-thirds  of  the  year,  and  even  when  lying  in  it  is  exceptional  for  them  to  be  in  the  shed  for  the  whole 
of  the  24  hours. 

Factory  and  Workshops. — This  act  does  not  seriously  affect  the  district,  which  is  essentially  an  agricultural  one.  In  the  few  instances 
there  are,  however,  the  sanitary  conditions  are  satisfactory. 

Slaughter-houses,  Bake-houses,  Common  Lodging-houses,  etc. — There  are  no  common  Lodging-houses  in  the  District.  The  condition  of 
the  Slaughter-houses  and  Bake-houses  is,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory. 

Inspection  of  the  District. — This  has  been  carried  out  in  a  systematic  manner,  and  a  number  of  insanitary  matters  and  nuisances  have 
been  attended  to.  These  are  appended  with  the  other  tables  of  statistics. 
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Wareham-Mr.  Kilcoursie  J  Courtenay 

Area. — The  district  comprises  93,098  acres,  being  the  largest  in  Dorset. 

Population. — According  to  the  Census  of  1901  the  population  was  10,574,  and  is  estimated  to  middle  of  1908  at  10,575,  the  same  as  last 

year. 

Birth-rate. — There  were  231  births  registered,  a  decrease  of  15  on  last  year,  when  the  number  was  246.  This  gives  a  birth-rate  of  21-9 
per  1000,  that  of  the  previous  year  being  23-2  per  1000. 

Death-rate. — There  were  137  deaths  registered,  including  11  which  occurred  outside  the  district,  giving  a  death-rate  of  12'9  per  1000. 
The  average  age  at  death  was  55  years,  5  months,  20  days. 

Zymotic  Disease. — One  death  occurred  from  this  disease. 

Infant  Mortality. — There  were  ten  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  giving  a  rate  of  43-2  per  1000  births  registered.  This  is  a  great 
improvement  on  former  years. 

General.  —Of  the  deaths  11  were  due  to  Malignant  Disease — an  increase  of  four  on  last  year,  25  were  due  to  Heart  Disease,  7  to 
Pneumonia,  8  to  Bronchitis,  5  to  Premature  Birth,  9  to  Phthisis,  4  to  Accidents,  3  to  Suicide.  Of  the  accidental  deaths  one  was  a  case  of 
drowning,  one  to  falling  from  a  waggon  and  breaking  the  neck,  one  to  a  fall  from  a  cart  and  breaking  the  neck,  one  from  fractured  skull. 

Notification. — I  received  49  Certificates  under  the  Notification  of  Diseases  Act,  viz.  39  from  Scarlet  Fever,  a  considerable  decrease  on 
last  year,  4  from  Enteric  Fever,  3  from  Diphtheria,  3  from  Erysipelas  ;  12  of  these  cases  occurred  in  No.  2  District,  9  in  No.  1  District,  11  in 
No.  3,  and  7  in  No.  4.  The  Scarlet  Fever  was  of  a  mild  type,  and  two  of  the  cases  of  Enteric  were  imported. 

Water  Supply. — An  improvement  has  certainly  taken  place  in  this  matter.  Many  new  wells  have  been  dug  or  are  in  the  course  of 
construction.  The  supply  at  Corfe  Castle  has  been  taken  in  hand,  and  I  hope  for  a  great  improvement  there. 

Sewage  and  Drainage.— Gradual  improvement  is  being  made  each  year.  Earth  closets  are  taking  the  place  of  vault  privies  whenever 
opportunities  occur. 

Cottage  Accommodation.  New  cottages  have  been  built,  but  there  is  a  great  need  for  more  in  some  districts. 

Dairies,  Slaughter-houses,  &c.—\  have  made  a  particular  inspection  of  Dairies.  Since  the  passing  of  the  Dairy  Act  many  improvements 
have  taken  place  and  others  are  under  way.  When  I  have  suggested  alterations  they  have  been  willingly  carried  out. 

General  Character  and  Physical  Features. — This  is  a  purely  agricultural  District.  With  the  exception  of  the  Clay  Works  and  Cement 
Works  there  is  little  employment  save  on  the  land.  It  is  a  sparsely  populated  district,  and  the  system  of  drainage  is  the  best  that  can  be 
devised  under  present  conditions.  There  is  no  public  scavenger  and  the  night-soil  is  dug  into  the  ground. 

The  Water  Supply  at  Corfe  Castle  gave  some  trouble  during  the  summer  months,  partly  due  to  the  number  of  visitors  in  the  village  and 
partly  to  the  springs  running  dry  owing  to  drought.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  remedy  matters. 

More  cottages  are  required  iu  the  District,  some  of  those  now  inhabited  being  in  a  bad  condition. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  was  open  for  about  three  months  during  the  year  owing  to  the  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

We  have  no  lodging-houses  or  offensive  trades  in  the  district.  The  general  condition  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  most  satisfactory. 


Weymouth— Mr.  W.  Hawkins 

Area. — The  area  of  the  district  is  29,005  acres  and  when  the  inland  water  is  subtracted,  28,969  acres. 

Population. — The  population  at  the  last  Census  was  7884  and  is  not  much  increased  at  the  present  time. 

The  district  lies  near  the  sea,  sheltered  from  the  north  by  a  range  of  hills,  four  to  five  hundred  feet  high ;  these  act  as  a  water  shed  and 
supply  good  water  in  small  streams  running  to  the  sea. 

The  working  population  is  mostly  occupied  with  agriculture  and  market  gardening  and  a  good  deilof  laundry  work  is  done  in  the  cottages 
and  this  is  somewhat  prejudicial  to  health. 

Birth-rate. — The  number  of  births  for  the  year  is  167,  giving  a  rate  of  21-1  per  1000  of  population. 

Death-rate  is  13-4  per  1000,  but  as  7  deaths  belong  to  another  district,  this  may  be  considerably  discounted. 

Average  age  at  death  is  47  years. 

Zymotic  Rate  is  decidedly  low  ;  only  •!. 

Infant  Mortality.— Sixteen  children  died  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  a  rate  of  95-8  for  every  1000  births  registered. 
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Prevalence  of  Disease,  Notification.  -54  eases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  : — 

Diphtheria  5 
Scarlet  fever  49. 

The  diphtheria  cases  were  all  in  Portesham  and  its  outlying  hamlets.  They  occurred  separately,  in  different  parts  of  the  Parish  and 
there  were  no  deaths. 

Scarlet  fever  has  been  very  prevalent  throughout  the  year  in  some,  of  the  Parishes,  Broad wey,  Langton,  and  Owermoigue  giving  us  most 
of  the  cases.  The  schools  at  Broadwey,  Portesham  and  Langton,  were  closed  for  short  periods,  and  39  patients  were  removed  to  the  isolation 
hospital.  I  consider  the  disease  was  held  in  check  by  these  measures. 

Water  Supply.— Is  generally  good  and  abundant,  the  smaller  villages  obtaining  their  supply  from  springs  and  wells,  and  the  larger  ones 
from  the  Weymouth  Water  Company,  or  private  undertakings.  It  may  be  described  as  Upland  water  and  flows  from  the  range  of  hills  to 
the  North  of  the  District. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage,  Excrement  Disposal.— At  Wyke  Regis  a  thorough  and  complete  system  of  sewerage  has  been  laid  down  together 
with  Sewage  Disposal  Works  by  filtration  and  land  irrigation,  and  the  results  therefrom  are  most  satisfactory  in  every  respect ;  although 
several  properties  are  not  yet  connected  up  to  the  sewers,  these  are  receiving  attention,  and  it  is  hoped  before  long  all  the  premises  in  the 
district  will  be  connected.  In  other  parts  of  the  district,  cesspits,  buckets,  and  vaults  are  used  and  as  it  is  mostly  agricultural,  in  this  way 
the  disposal  of  the  excrement  is  easily  effected. 

Isolation  Hospital,  means  of  Disinfection,  etc.— The  isolation  hospital  has  been  in  UBe  all  the  year  with  scarlet  fever  cases,  at  one  time 
there  were  as  many  as  twenty-three  in  the  wards. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  extend  the  kitchen  accommodation,  and  the  following  works  have  been  carried  out,  viz.  : —  new 
kitchen  and  cooking  range  with  double  ovens.  Two  bathrooms  built  into  the  wards  and  the  hot  water  pipes  re-arranged,  also  the  provision 
of  two  additional  closets  ;  the  above  alterations  have  proved  a  boon  to  the  patients  and  the  hospital  is  now  complete  and  satisfactory. 

Disinfection  is  carried  on  by  means  of  carbolic  acid,  Jeyes’  fluid,  and  formalin  vapour  with  sulphurous  acid,  and  a  new  spraying 
apparatus,  the  Invicta,  has  been  used  for  the  schoolrooms. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes.—  Some  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  reported,  which  have  been  abated  after  visits  from  your 
Inspector.  New  houses  have  been  erected  at  Upwey  and  Broadwey. 

Pairies  Coicslieds,  Milkshops,  Etc. — There  has  been  very  considerable  improvement  in  the  above  throughout  the  district,  there  is  one 
case  in  particular  where  the  old  building  used  for  housing  the  cattle  has  been  dismantled  and  a  modern  up-to-date  shed  has  been  erected  to 
take  its  place.  The  cowsheds  are  gradually  being  repaired  and  altered  to  bring  them  up  to  a  better  standard  of  sanitation  ;  the  chief 
alterations  necessary  for  this  being  new  floors,  drainage,  and  water  supply.  The  owners  of  dairies  have  endeavoured  to  fulfil  the  new 
requirements  and  it  is  hoped  that  during  the  coming  year  many  more  will  be  attended  to.  This  is  important  as  a  large  quantity  of  milk  is 
produced  in  the  district,  and  supplied  to  the  neighbouring  Borough  of  Weymouth. 

Slaughter-houses,  Bake-houses,  Etc. — The  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  are  in  good  condition  and  well  kept,  very  little  complaint 
having  been  made  in  regard  to  any  one,  although  occasional  reminders  as  to  lime-washing  of  same  have  been  necessary,  and  in  one  case  a 

proper  and  inefficient  water  supply  was  required.  This  is  now  remedied  and  the  Company’s  water  laid  ou  to  the  said  premises. 

The  bake-houses  generally  are  in  fair  condition  and  lime-washing  of  the  same  is  regularly  carried  out.  Several  minor  alterations  of 
drainage  and  floors  have  been  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

Factory  Act.— The  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  of  1907,  affecting  Laundries  has  much  increased  the  number  of  Workshops  and 
Domestic  Workshops,  and  as  the  majority  of  the  Laundries  are  only  small  cottages,  to  bring  these  into  line  with  the  Act  will  be  a  matter  of 
difficulty  and  will  require  some  time  and  consideration. 

The  Public  Elementary  Schools  are  in  a  fairly  good  sanitary  condition  and  their  water  supply  is  good.  Some  have  been  closed  this  year 
on  account  of  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever,  and  the  Invicta  Killgerm  Spray  has  been  used  for  their  walls. 

Systematic  Inspection  of  the  district  has  been  made  by  your  Inspector  and  myself  and  I  would  take;  this  opportunity  to  thank  him  for 

his  ready  and  valuable  assistance  in  the  work. 


Wimborne  and  Cranborne— Dr.  T.  Telfordsmith. 

81 ,011  acres  or  deducting  inland  water  80,725  acres. 

Population. _ 1901  Census  13,414,  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1908  13,500.  Natural  increase  in  1908,  161.  Inhabited  houses  Census 

1901,  3158. 

Births. _ 314  (an  increase  of  11  on  last  year)  or  23-2  per  1000  estimated  population. 

Deaths.— 153  (a  diminution  of  37  on  last  year)  or  11-3  per  1000  estimated  population.  This  is  the  lowest  rate  recorded  for  the  last  ten 
years. 

Average  age  at  death.— 51-3  years  (Wimborne  50-1  years,  Cranborne  52-5  years). 

Infantile  Mortality. — 21  children  died  under  the  age  of  one  year,  being  66'8  per  1000  births  registered. 
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Zymotic  death-rate. — Three  deaths  from  notifiable  diseases  :  Erysipelas  one  (Cranborne),  Typhoid  one  (Cranborne),  Diphtheria  one 
(Cranborne).  There  were  four  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough.  The  Zymotic  death-rate  is  -51  per  1000.  The  seven  principal  Zymotic 
diseases  of  the  Registrar  general  are  Small-pox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping,  Fever  (i.e.  Typhus,  Enteric  Fever  and 
simple  continued  fever)  and  Diarrhoea.  Of  these  Enteric  Fever  Mortality  is  the  best  test  of  Sanitary  Condition,  caused  as  it  is  by  specific 
foecal  contamination  of  soil  and  water.  There  was  only  one  case  of  Enteric  Fever  notified  in  the  district  during  the  twelve  months.  Another 
disease  which  is  notably  associated  with  insanitary  surroundings  is  Diarrhoea,  with  its  special  incidence  on  young  children.  There  were 
only  two  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year.  These  facts  speak  well  for  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the 
district. 

Whooping  Cough  is  the  most  fatal  of  all  the  infectious  complaints  of  childhood  under  the  age  of  five  years ;  the  deaths  being  due  iu  most 
cases  to  luug  complications  (broncho-pneumonia),  Whooping  Cough  recurs  in  regularly  occurring  epidemics  every  few  years,  but  it  has  an 
exceptional  prevalence  and  fatality  in  the  Spring. 

Notifiable  Disease. — 32  cases  were  notified  including  seven  cases  of  Pulmonary  Phthisis,  12  Diphtheria  (Wimborne  2,  Cranborne  10), 
Erysipelas  2,  Scarlet  Fever  10  (all  Wimborne),  Enteric  Fever  one  (Cranborne). 

WIMBORNE  RURAL. 

Population. — 1901  Census  7576,  Estimated  to  middle  of  1908,  7725. 

Births. — 175  (Males  74,  Females  101)  or  22-6  per  1000. 

Infantile  Mortality. — 9. 

Deaths. — 81  or  10  4  per  1000. 

Zymotic  Mortality. — 1  or  -12  per  1000.  This  death  was  due  to  Whooping  Cough. 

CRANBORNE  RURAL. 

Population. — 1901  Census,  5,832.  Estimated  to  middle  of  1908,  5,775. 

Births. — 139  (males  75,  females  64),  or  24-1  per  100C. 

Deaths. — 72  or  12-4  per  1000. 

Infantile  Mortality. — 12. 

Zymotic  Mortality. — 6  or  1'03  per  1000.  Three  of  these  deaths  were  from  Whooping  Cough,  one 

General  Deport. — Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  (153)  in  the  district,  33  are  registered  as  due  to 
75  to  94.  24  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  Heart  Disease,  13  Bronchitis,  4  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  3 

and  5  to  Premature  Birth. 

The  general  health  of  the  District  has  been  good  during  the  year.  There  were  epidemic  outbreaks  of  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough  and 
chicken  pox,  for  which  I  considered  it  advisable  to  recommend  the  closing  of  several  schools  (Hampreston,  Edmondsham,  Cranborne  and 
Three  Cross).  To  be  effected  as  a  means  of  checking  the  spread  of  an  epidemic  the  school  must  be  closed  early,  after  the  first  cases  are 
detected.  To  wait  until  the  attendance  has  been  reduced  to  50  or  60  per  cent,  and  then  close  has  no  influence  upon  the  course  of  the  epidemic. 

Isolation  Hospital. — There  being  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  district,  satisfactory  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  reception  of 
infectious  cases  into  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Blandford. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops,  <&c. — The  Council  having  made  Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  aud  Milkshops  Order  of  1885, 
these  Regulations  came  into  force  on  the  1st  October,  1908.  Milk  production  being  one  of  tbs  chief  industries  of  the  district  it  is  not  only  for 
the  benefit  of  the  consumer,  but  also  to  the  interest  of  the  producer,  that  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness  and  purity  should  be  aimedat.  I 
have  inspected  a  large  number  of  Dairies  in  the  district  during  the  year,  and  have  found  owners  and  occupiers  most  ready  to  carry  out 
suggested  improvements.  Several  fine  new  Dairies  and  Cowsneds  nave  been  erected  lately,  which  are  well  up  to  the  requirements  of  modern 
sanitary  science.  Some  of  the  old  and  small  cowsheds  which  I  visited  are  out  of  date,  the  walls  being  constructed  of  wood,  the  floors  unpaved 
and  the  roofs  thatched  and  unceiled.  Conditions  which  render  it  difficult  to  keep  them  thoroughly  limewashed.  For  a  cowshed  to  be  quite 
sanitary  the  floors  should  be  imperviously  paved  and  drained  to  gullies  situated  outside  of  the  shed,  while  the  lower  parts  of  the  walls  should 
be  of  non-absorbent  material. 

Slaughter-houses  and  Bake-houses. — These  have  been  inspected  and  in  some  cases  improvements  have  been  suggested  and  carried  out. 

Public  Elementary  Schools. — I  have  inspected  a  large  number  of  school  premises  and  found  them  as  a  rule  in  a  good  sanitary  condition. 
The  school  house  at  Shapwiok  has  been  rebuilt  ana  much  improved. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — With  some  exceptions  this  is  fairly  good.  I  am  glad  to  say  there  have  been  fewer  cases  of  overcrowding 
There  has  been  a  considerable  number  of  new  cottages  erected  in  the  distriot  during  the  year  and  most  of  these  are  excellent  and  well  up  to 
sanitary  requirements.  I  would  however  urge  builders  to  construct  the  closets  with  sufficient  room  to  allow  space  for  a  box  for  dry  earth. 
Many  of  the  closets  are  built  so  small  that  this  is  impossible.  I  have  analysed  a  large  number  of  samples  of  water  from  newly  built  cottages 
and  almost  without  exception  have  found  the  water  of  good  quality.  It  cannot  be  too  widely  known  that  it  is  not  lawful  for  the  owner  of  any 
newly  erected  dwelling-house  to  ocoupy  the  same  or  cause  or  permit  the  same  to  be  occupied  unless,  and  until  he  has  obtained  from  the 
Sanitary  Authority  of  the  District,  a  Certificate  that  there  is  provided  within  a  resonable  distance  of  the  house,  such  an  available  supply  of 
wholesome  water  as  it  may  appear  to  such  Authority,  on  the  report  of  their  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  or  their  Inspector  of  Nuisances  to  be 
sufficient  for  consumption  and  use  for  domestic  purposes  of  the  inmates  of  the  house.  For  this  purpose  samples  of  water  should  be 
sent  to  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  so  that  an  Analysis  may  be  obtained,  and  a  Certificate  granted. 


Typhoid,  one  Diphtheria,  one  Erysipelas. 

senile  decay  and  occurred  at  ages  from 
to  other  Tubercular  Diseases,  7  Cancer, 


